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DIGEST: 

The  G o v e r n m e n t  may p a y  f o r  X- rays  a n d  labora-  
to ry  w o r k  oraered by t h e  e x a m i n i n g  p h y s i c i a n  
a s  p a r t  of a f i t n e s s - f o r - d u t y  e x a m i n a t i o n .  
S i n c e  t h e  X-ray a n d  l a b o r a t o r y  work was f o r  
t h e  b e n e t i t  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  e m p l o y e e  
may be r e i m b u r s e d  a m o u n t s  s h e  h a s  p a i a  fo r  
t hese  s e r v i c e s .  

The  D e f e n s e  L o g i s t i c s  S e r v i c e  C e n t e r ,  B a t t l e  C r e e k ,  
N i c h i y a n ,  may r e i m b u r s e  t h e  cos t  o f  X - r a y s  a n d  l a b o r a t o r y  
w o r k  d i r ec t ed  a s  p a r t  o f  a f i t n e s s - f o r - d u t y  e x a m i n a t i o n  
y i v e n  Mrs. I r e n e  K r a t o c h v i l  .l 

On J u n e  4 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  Mrs. K r a t o c h v i l ' s  s u g e r v i s o r  r e q u e s t e d  
t h a t  s h e  u n d e r g o  a f i t n e s s - f o r - d u t y  e x a m i n a t i o n  b e c a u s e  h e r  
d u t i e s  i n v o l v e d  l i f t i n g  u p  t o  50 p o u n d s ,  a n d  s h e  h a d  f u r -  
n i s h e d  d o c t o r s '  s t a t e m e n t s  c i t i n g  medical c o n d i t i o n s  p r e -  
v e n t i n g  h e r  f r o m  f u l l y  p e r f o r m i n g  t h o s e  d u t i e s .  A Govern -  
m e n t  doctor  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  on J u n e  1 6 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  a n d  
r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  h e r  2 r i v a t e  p h y s i c i a n  f o r w a r d  s p e c i f i e d  
X - r a y s  a n d  l a b o r a t o r y  t e s t  r e s u l t s .  E v i d e n t l y  t h e  Govern -  
men t  doc to r  b e l i e v e a  t h a t  s u c h  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  was t h e n  a v a i l -  
a b l e .  I n  f a c t  i t  w a s  n o t  a n d  t h e  p r i v a t e  p h y s i c i a n  ordered 
t h a t  t h e  X-ray a n d  l a b o r a t o r y  w o r k  be  p e r f o r m e d .  

Mrs. K r a t o c h v i l  h a s  p a i d  $ 6 6  i o r  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  s h e  h a s  p r o v i d e d  a s t a t e m e n t  a t t e s t i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  s h e  has  n o t  b e e n  r e i m b u r s e d  by h e r  i n s u r a n c e  c a r r i e r  
f o r  a l l  o r  a n y  p a r t  of t h e  $ 6 6  c h a r g e .  B e c a u s e  o f  d o u b t  a s  
t o  h e r  e n t i t l e m e n t ,  Mrs. K r a t o c h v i l  h a s  n o t  b e e n  r e i m b u r s e d  
t h e  a m o u n t  i n  q u e s t i o n .  

lJ. D. Graham,  A c c o u n t i n y  a n d  F i n a n c e  o f f i c e r ,  
D e f e n s e  P r o p e r t y  D i s p o s a l  S e r v i c e ,  D e f e n s e  L o g i s t i c s  Agency ,  
r e q u e s t e d  a n  a d v a n c e  a e c i s i o n  f r o m  t h e  C o m p t r o l l e r  
G e n e r a l .  V o u c h e r  i n  f a v o r  o f  Mrs. K r a t o c h v i l  w h i c h  was 
s u b m i t t e d  is r e t u r n e d  f o r  p a y m e n t .  



B-2 1 343 1 

A Federal agency has authority to direct an employee to 
have a fitness-for-duty examination at Government expense 
when the employee's physical capacity to perform in the 
position assigned is uncertain. 49 Comp. Gen. 794 (1970); 
41 Comp. Gen. 531 (1962); Federal Personnel Manual (FPM) 
Chapter 339 and Supplement 752-1. The regulations at FPM 
Chapter 339, Subch. 1-3(c) require that the examination be 
at no cost to the employee. In allowing reimbursement for 
X-rays and test results relied upon by the examining physi- 
cian we have drawn a distinction between X-ray and lab work 
performed specifically for the purpose of the fitness-for- 
duty examination and the same type of work conducted other- 
wise for the purpose of diagnosis and treatment. If labora- 
tory tests are initially obtained for diagnosis or treat- 
ment, their cost is not reimbursable to the employee even 
though the tests are later used in connection with a 
fitness-for-duty examination. 49 Comp. Gen. 794 (1970); 
Matter of Lanehart, B-212562, December 6, 1983. In the 
present case, the X-rays and related work were specifically 
ordered for the Government's benefit in conducting the 
fitness-for-duty examination. Therefore, the cost is 
payable by the agency. 

certified for payment without further documentation in view 
of her statement indicating that she has not received reim- 
bursement from any insurance company. 

The $66 amount already paid by Mrs. Kratochvil may be 
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