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UGEST: - An einployee r e c e i v e d  a n  i n t e r - a g e n c y  p e r -  
manen t  d u t y  t r a n s f e r  f rom C a l i f o r n i a  t o  

1. 

2. 

- 
Wash ing ton ,  D.C. H i s  t r a v e l  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  
p r o v i d e d  f o r  h o u s e - n u n t i n y  t r i p .  Employee 
made a n  unaccompanied  t r i p  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  
r e p o r t i n g  for  d u t y  a t  new s t a t i o n ,  b u t  
chose n o t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  o l d  s t a t i o n  b e f o r e  
r e p o r t i n g  f c r  d u t y .  Under FTR p a r a .  
2-4.1, r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f o r  h o u s e - h u n t l n g  
t r a v e l  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  r o u n d - t r i p  be 
completed b e f o r e  r e p o r t i n g  f o r  d u t y  a t  new 
s t a t i o n .  House -nun t ing  p e r  d i e m  would 
still  be p a y a b l e  fo r  f u l l  p e r i o d  a u t h o r -  
i zed  e v e n  i f  employee  r e p o r t e d  for d u t y  
i n s t e a d  of r e t u r n i n g  t o  o ld  d u t y  s t a t i o n .  
However,  where r e t u r n  t r a v e l  w a s  n o t  
p e r f o r m e d  Sefore  r e ? o r t i n g ,  t h e  t r a v e l  . 
a c t u a l l y  p e r f o r n e d  is r e g a r d e d  a s  t n e  
e m p l o y e e ' s  p e r a a n e n t  c h a n g e  o f  s t a t i o n  
t r a v e l  a n d  w i l l  b e  so r e i m b u r s e d .  

An employee  r e c e i v e d  a n  i n t e r - a g e n c y  p e r -  
manen t  d u t y  t r a n s i e r  f rom C a l i f o r n i a  to  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. His t r a v e l  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  
p r o v i d e d  f o r  p e r m a n e n t  c h a n g e  ol s t a t i o n  
t r a n s f e r  t r a v e l  f o r  n i rnse l f  a n d  i m m e a i a t e  
f a m i l y  u s i n g  two p r i v a c e l y  owned v e n i c l e s .  
Employee r e t u r n e d  to  C a l i f o r n i a  a f t e r  
r e p o r t i n g  fo r  d u t y  for p u r 2 o s e  of a s s i s t -  
ing  f a m i l y  i n  t n e i r  move t o  new s t a t i o n .  
Under FTR C h a p t e r  2 ,  P a r t  2, t h e  bas ic  
t r a v e l  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  e n t i t l e m e n t  o r  
a n  employee  o n  a FCS t r a n s & e r  is t h a t  ha  
a n d  e a c h  f a m i l y  memoer is e n t i t l e a  t o  a 
s i n g l e  one-way t r i g  to new s ta t io: i .  s i n c e  
employee  had a l r e a d y  per t 'o rmea  t r a v e l  t o  
his new d u t y  s t a t i o n ,  and  o n e  o f  t h e  t w o  
v e h i c l e s  i n  q u e s t i o n  would accommodate  t h e  
other f a u r  members of h i s  tamlly, con-  
s t r u c t i v e  n i l e a y e  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  is l i m i t e d  
to  the one v e h i c l e  a t  r a t e s  p r e s c r i b e d  i n  
FTR p a r a .  2 - 2 . 3 ( b ) .  
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3. 

6 

t 

An employee  r e c e i v e d  a n  i n t e r - a g e n c y  
p e r m a n e n t  d u t y  t r a n s f e r  f r o m . C a l i f o r n i a  to 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. The employee  reported 
for d u t y  a t  new s t a t i o n  March 3, 1980 ,  b u t  
h i s  f a m i l y  d i d  n o t  a r r i v e  u n t i l  June 15, 
1980. Employee w a s  g r a n t e d  2 4  d a y s  f o r  
t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s  s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e s .  
E n t i t l e m e n t  t o  24 c o n s e c u t i v e  d a y s  tempo- 
r a r y  q u a r t e r s  s u b s i s t e n c e  e x a e n s e s  r u n s  
c o n c u r r e n t l y  f o r  a l l  f a m i l y  memoers, and  
c a n n o t  i n c l u d e  d a y s  d u r i n g  wh ich  p e r m a n e n t  
c h a n g e  of s t a t i o n  t r a v e l  is b e i n g  p e r -  
formed. Here, s i n c e  f a m i l y  t raveled f r o m  
June  6, 1980 ,  when o l d  r e s i d e n c e  was va-  
cated, u n t i l  J u n e  15, 1980,  and  t h e n  occu-  
p i e d  t e m g o r a r y  q u a r t e r s  u n t i l  J u l y  1, 
1980, r e i m b u r s e m e n t  is  l i m i t e d  t o  per iod 
of J u n e  15 to J u l y  1, 1980 .  

T h i s  d e c i s i o n  is i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a r e q u e s t  from t h e  
A s s i s t a n t  Deputy  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  f o r  Budye t  and  F i n a n c e ,  
V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (VA), f o r  r e v i e w  o f  o u r  C l a i m s  
G r o u p ' s  s e t t l e m e n t  2-2828521, d a t e d  October  4, 1982,  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  t r a v e l ,  
e n t i t l e m e n t s  of o n e  o f  
n e n t  c h a n g e  of s t a t i o n  
1980, 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  r e l o c a f i o n  e x p e n s e  
t h e i r  e m p l o y e e s  i n c i d e n t  t o  a perma- 
t r a n s f e r  which o c c u r r e d  i n  March 

BACKGROUND 

M r .  Gary  E. P i k e ,  who w a s  a n  employee  of t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
of H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  W e l f a r e ,  and  was r e s i d i n g  i n  
Nova to ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  w a s  h i r e d  by t h e  VA f o r  employment  i n  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. The t r a v e l  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  p r e p a r e d  by t h e  

- VA a u t h o r i z e d  p e r m a n e n t  c h a n g e  o f  s t a t i o n  t r a v e l  for h i m  a n d  
h i s  immediate f a m i l y  v i a  t w o  p r i v a t e l y  owned v e h i c l e s ,  w i t h  
t r a v e l  t i m e  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  9-3/4  d a y s ;  a n  a d v a n c e  house-  
h u n t i n g  t r i p ;  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of h o u s e h o l d  g o o d s ;  a n d  tempo- 
rary q u a r t e r s  s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e s ,  n o t  to  e x c e e d  2 4  d a y s ,  

I t  appears t h a t  M r .  P i k e  and  h i s  f a m i l y  d i d  n o t  g e r f o r m  
a l l  aspects  of h i s  p e r m a n e n t  c h a n g e  o f  s t a t i o n  t r a v e l  q u i t e  
in t h e  manner  e n v i s i o n e d  when t h e  t r a v e l  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  was 
i s s u e d .  M r .  P i k e  made h i s  unaccompan ied  h o u s e - h u n t i n g  t r i p  
f rom C a l i t o r n i a  to  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  o n  Fetbruary 25 ,  1980. 
A l t h o u g h  h e  was n o t  s c h e d u l e d  to  r e p o r t  for  d u t y  a t  his new 

I 
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station until March 20, 1980, he decided to remain in the 
Washington area and reported for duty. on March 3 ,  1980, 
instead of returning to California before so reporting. He 
did not return to his old residence in California until on 
or about May 23, 1980, to assist in the movement of his 
family to Washington. A further complicating feature is 
thekt while it was contemplated that he would use his two 
privately owned vehicles to transport himself and h i s  family 
the entire distance from California to Washington, D.C., 
that was not what happened. Mr. Pike made arrangements ior 
his two vehicles (a motorcycle and a Datsun sedan), to be 
driven from California to Florida, while he and his family 
flew to that location. They apparently picked up the 
vehicles there and drove them to Washington, D.C. They 
began that journey on June 6 ,  1980, and arrived in the 
Washington area on June 15, 1980. It appears that they 
remained in temporary quarters from then until July 1, 1980. 

e 

I '  
I 

By settlement dated October 4 ,  1982, our Claims Group, 
took the following actions which are still questioned either 
by the VA or by Mr. Pike: 

return air fare in May 1980, as not constituting the return 
leg of his house-hunting trip, because the regulations 
require that such a trip must be completed prior to the 
employee reporting for  duty at his new duty station. 
Mr. Pike questions the basis upon which that determination 
was made. 

(1) Concurred in the agency's disallowance of Mr. Pike's 

( 2 )  Disagreed with the agency's determination that 
Mr. Pike was not entitled to the tu11 6 days for house- 
hunting per diem. The agency concurred with their finding 
that he was entitled to the full 6 days per diem. The only 
dispute remaining on this issue is the contention of 
Mr. Pike that the incorrect rate or reimbursement was used. 

( 3 )  Disagreed with the agency's determination as to 
method by which the cost to the Government tor transporting 
Mr. Pike and his immeaiate ramily was to be estaolished. 
The Claims Group determined that since tne use of two 
privately owned vehicles was authorized tor this pur2ose and 
the fact that one vehicle would not accommodata them all, it 
was felt that mileage tor both vehicles should De used in 
the travel reconstruction. The agency now questions the 
reasoning behind that determination. Mr. Pike contends that 
both vehicles should Se used in the travel reconstruction. 
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( 4 )  Took t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  a g e n c y ' s  a l l o w a n c e  of 
t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s  s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e s  (TQSE) ,  f o r  M r .  P i k e  
from J u n e  7 t h r o u g h  J u n e  30 w a s  i n c o r r e c t .  The  a g e n c y ,  o n  
r e e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a y m e n t  made, c o n c u r r e d ,  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  
t h e y  o v e r p a i d  a n d  w o u l d  p u r s u e  c o l l e c t i o n  u p o n  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  
o u r  r e v i e w .  M r .  P i k e  does n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  a g e n c y ' s  
acD\ions o n  h i s  TQSE claim.  

Our C l a i m s  G r o u p  has c o n s i d e r e d  a n o t h e r  i s s u e  r e l a t i n g  
t o  M r .  P i k e s ' s  r e l o c a t i o n .  When he r e t u r n e d  t o  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
h i s  t i m e  away f r o m  h i s  o l d  d u t y  s t a t i o n  was i n i t i a l l y  s ta ted  
on h i s  t i m e  a n d  a t t e n d a n c e  r e p o r t s  a s  o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s .  
Upon r e v i e w  i t  was decided t h a t  t h i s  d e s i g n a t i o n  was 
i n a p p r o p r i a t e .  M r .  P i k e  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  he was e n t i t l e d  to  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l e a v e  b e c a u s e  he  had n o t  u s e d  a n y  a d m i n i s t r a -  
t i v e  l e a v e  p r e v i o u s l y  f o r  h i s  t r a n s f e r .  T h e  a g e n c y  d i d  n o t  
agree, a n d  2laced M r .  P i k e  i n  a l e a v e  w i t h o u t  p a y  s t a t u s  f o r  
t h e  t i m e  i n v o l v e d  a n d  s o u g h t  r e p a y m e n t  f r o m  h i m  f o r  the 
s a l a r y  p a i d  f o r  t h a t  p e r i o d .  Mr. P i k e  r e q u e s t e d  w a i v e r  o f  
t h e  d e b t  u n d e r  5 U.S.C. S 5584. I n  2-2829381-121, May 26, 
1981, our C l a i m s  G r o u p  g r a n t e d  waiver .  

XOUSEHUKI'ING AND PERMANENT CHANGE OF STATION TRAVEL 

Mr. P i k e ' s  r e a s o n s  f o r  a s s e r t i n g  e n t i t l e m e n t  t o  be reim- 
bursed f o r  t h e  c o m p l e t e  r o u n d  t r i p  a i r  f a r e  f o r  h o u s e -  
h u n t i n g  a n d  t h e  e x 2 e n s e s  a t t e n d a n t  t o  b o t h  h i s  f a m i l y ' s  a n d  
h i s  t r a v e l  f r o m  C a l i f o r n i a  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  i n  J u n e  1980 ,  are  
as follows: 

H e  claims t h a t  h e  s o u g h t  and r e c e i v e d  a g e n c y  a p p r o v a l  
for t h e  u s e  of t w o  v e h i c l e s  f o r  t r a v e l  d u e  to  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
h i s  f a m i l y  c o m p r i s e d  f i v e  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f a m i l y  
v e h i c l e  ( a  D a t s u n )  , w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  too small  t o  accommoda te  
a l l  of them f o r  t h a t  t r i p .  F u r t h e r ,  s i n c e  he w a s  a u t h o r i z e d  
a complete r o u n d - t r i p  h o u s e - h u n t i n g  t r i p ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he 
deferred t h e  r e t u r n  l e g  of t h a t  t r i p  u n t i l  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  
for h im t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  movement o f  h i s  f a m i l y  s h o u l d  n o t  
d e p r i v e  h i m  o f  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f o r  t h a t  e x p e n s e .  H e  a l so  

' #  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  s i n c e  o u r  C l a i m s  Grou? f o u n d  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  
h e  was e n t i t l e d  t o  a d m i n i s t r a t l v e  l eave  t o  r e t u r n  t o  
C a l i f o r n i a ,  to  be r e a s o n a b l e ,  t h e n  h i s  t r i p  to  C a l i f o r n i a - t o  
e n a b l e  h i m  t o  a s s i s t  h i s  f a m i l y  i n  moving  was reasonable ,  
a n d  he s h o u l d  be r e i m b u r s e d  for t h e  f l i g h t  to  C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  
h i s  r e t u r n  t r a v e l  t o  W a s h i n g t o n .  

1 .  
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C h a p t e r  2,  P a r t  2 o t h e  F e G b r a l  T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  
FPMR 101-7 (May 1 9 7 3 ) ( F T R ) ,  p r o v i d e d  ' t h e  r u l e s  g o v e r n i n g  
basic e n t i t l e m e n t  t o  p e r  d i em,  t r a v e l  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
a l l o w a n c e s  f o r  e m p l o y e e s  p e r i o r m i n g  pe rmanen t  c h a n g e  of 
s t a t i o n  t r a n s f e r s  a t  t h e  t i m e  of M r .  P i k e ' s  move. The 
t h q u s t  of these p r o v i s i o n s  is to  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  employee  a n d  
t h e  members of h i s  immediate f a m i l y  to  t r a v e l  a t  Government  
expense f rom h i s  o l d  t o  h i s  new d u t y  s t a t i o n  by s u c h  means 
as is a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  employ ing  a g e n c y ,  w i t h  s u c h  allow- 
able  costs  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  t h e  cos t s  of t r a v e l  by t h e  u s u a l l y  
t r a v e l e d  r o u t e  f rom o l d  s t a t i o n  t o  new s t a t i o n  by t h e  mode 
of t r a v e l  a u t h o r i z e d .  A s  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  re la tes  t o  
M r .  P i k e ' s  case, h i s  basic t r a v e l  e n t i t l e m e n t  u n d e r  t h e s e  
p r o v i s i o n s  is t h a t  he  and each member of h i s  immediate 

' 

f a m i l y  would be a u t h o r i z e d  t o  p e r f o r m  a s i n g l e ,  one-way t r i p  
t o  h i s  new p e r m a n e n t  d u t y  s t a t i o n  a t  Government  e x p e n s e  
i n c i d e n t  t o  nis t r a n s f e r  t o  t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  See B-166415, 
A p r i l  15,  1969 ,  a n d  A l b e r t  R .  H inn ,  8-184813,  June  24 ,  
1976. Any a d d i t i o n a l  t r a v e l  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  FTR's t o  be  
p e r f o r m e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  s u c h  move, i . e . ,  h o u s e - h u n t i n g ,  
is m e r e l y  a n  a d j u n c t  t o ,  and w i t h  r i g h t s  a n c i l l a r y  t o  s u c h  
p e r m a n e n t  s t a t i o n  t r a v e l .  See FTR p a r a .  2-4.3b. 

FTR para.  2-4.1, p r o v i d e s  i n  p a r t :  

- 

c 

. 
W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  M r .  P i k e ' s  h o u s e - h u n t i n g  a i r  f a r e  claim, 

_-  

e* * * A r o u n d  t r i p  by t h e  employee  f o r  
t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  when a u t h o r i z e d ,  m u s t  be accom- 
p l i s h e d  p r i o r  t o  h i s  r e p o r t i n g  t o  t h e  new 
of f i c  i a 1 s t a t  i o n  . " 

Where a n  employee  is a u t h o r i z e d  to  p e r f o r m  a r o u n d - t r i p  
h o u s e - h u n t i n g  t r i p ,  b u t  c o m p l e t e s  o n l y  t h e  o u t b o u n d  p o r t i o n  
of t h a t  t r a v e l  p r i o r  t o  r e p o r t i n g  f o r  d u t y  a t  h i s  new 

' s t a t i o n ,  s u c h  t r a v e l  a s  p e r f o r m e d  may n o t  be r e g a r d e d  a s  
b e i n g  a h o u s e - h u n t i n g  t r i p .  I t  is t o  be r e g a r d e d  as  h a v i n g  
b e e n  p e r f o r m e d  t o  e f f e c t  t h e  e m p l o y e e ' s  p e r m a n e n t  c h a n g e  
of s t a t i o n  t r a v e l ,  t h e r e b y  e x n a u s t i n g  h i s  p e r s o n a l  pe rmanen t  
c h a n g e  of s t a t i o n  t r a v e l  e n t i t l e m e n t .  S e e ,  B-166415, c i t ed  

' a b o v e .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h a t ,  w e  have  a p p r o v e d  payment  of 
h o u s e - h u n t i n g  p e r  diem i n  cases w h e r e  a s e p a r a t e  and  a u t h o r -  
i z e d  h o u s e - h u n t i n g  t r i p  was n o t  p e r t o r m e d .  We have  r u l e d  
t h a t  wnere  a n  e m p l o y e e ' s  t r a v e l  t o  h i s  new d u t y  s t a t i o n  w a s  
i n i t i a t e d  ea r l i e r  t h a n  r e q u i r e d  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  p u r p o s e s  i n  
order t o  accommodate h i s  h o u s e - h u n t i n g  e f f o r t s ,  he is 
e n t i t l e d  t o  p e r  diem d u r i n g  that t i m e .  See P e t e r  C a r d o z a ,  - Jr., 8-195787, J u n e  11, 1980.  
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T h e r e f o r e ,  Mr. P i k e ' s  F e b r u a r y  25, 1980, t r a v e l  to  
Wash ing ton  may be r e i m b u r s e d  as  h i s  p e r m a n e n t  c h a n g e  o f  
s t a t i o n  t r a v e l  a n d  h i s  May 23, 1980,  t r a v e l  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  
may n o t  be  r e i m b u r s e d .  
6 d a y s  p r e c e e d i n g  h i s  r e p o r t i n g  for  d u t y  may be p a i d .  

House-hunt ing  p e r  d i em f o r  t h e  f u l l  

% W h i l e  i t  is t r u e ,  a s  M r .  P i k e  c o n t e n d s ,  t h a t  o u r  C l a i m s  
Group f o u n d  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  h e  was e n t i t l e d  t o  u s e  a a m i n i -  
s t r a t i v e  l e a v e  f o r  h i s  t r i p  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  May 1 9 8 0  t o  be 
r e a s o n a b l e ,  t h a t  f i n d i n g  does n o t  a l so  s u p p o r t  a f i n d i n g  
t h a t  he was e n t i t l e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  t r i p  a t  Government  
e x p e n s e .  The  r e a s o n a b l e n e s s  of h i s  b e l i e f  i n  h i s  r i g h t  t o  
u s e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l e a v e  was a n  i s s u e  t h a t  had t o  be 
r e s o l v e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  whe the r  t n e  e q u i t a b l e  bas i s  
for w a i v e r  u n d e r  5 U.S.C. 9: 5584 had b e e n  m e t .  T h a t  f i n d i n g  
c a n n o t  t h e n  be used a s  a b a s i s  t o  i n c r e a s e  M r .  P i k e ' s  
e n t i t l e m e n t  t o  other a l l o w a n c e s .  

. M r .  P i k e  a l so  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  he is e n t i t l e d  t o  re i rnbur se -  
men t  f o r  a c t u a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e s  u p  t o  a maximum of $SO 
per d a y  f o r  h i s  h o u s e - h u n t i n g  t r i p  b e c a u s e  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C., 

S t e v e n s ,  a-190018, S e p t e m b e r  27 ,  1977 ,  w e  h e l d  t h a t  reim- 
b u r s e m e n t  f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e s  w h i l e  o n  a h o u s e - h u n t i n g  
t r i p  was l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  maximum s t a t u t o r y  p e r  diem r a t e ,  n o t  
t h e  a c t u a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  r a t e .  T h u s ,  t h e  VA p r o p e r l y  u s e d  t h e  
s t a t u t o r y  per  diem r a t e  of $35 to  compute  M r .  P i k e ' s  
r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f o r  h o u s e - h u n t i n g  s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e s .  

l is a H i g h e r  Rate G e o g r a p h i c a l  A r e a .  However,  i n  Walter J. 

I W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  M r .  P i k e ' s  t r a v e l  c la im i n  c o n n e c t i o n  2- 

with t h e  J u n e  1980 t r a v e l  o f  h i s  immediate f a m i l y  t o  h i s  new 
p e r m a n e n t  d u t y  s t a t i o n ,  t h e  record shows t h a t  h i s  f a m i l y ,  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  h i m s e l f ,  was f o u r  i n  number ( h i s  w i f e  a n d  three 
minor  c h i l d r e n ) .  Under FTR para.  2-2.3, t h e  u s e  o f  
p r i v a t e l y  owned v e h i c l e s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  p e r m a n e n t  
c h a n g e s  o f  s t a t i o n  moves may be a u t h o r i z e d  when d e t e r m i n e d  
to be a d v a n t a g e o u s  t o  t h e  Government ,  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r i z e d  
u s e  of a p r i v a t e l y  owned v e h i c l e  or v e h i c l e s  t o  be i n  l i e u  

z of o t h e r ,  otherwise a p p r o v e d  modes o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  Whi le  
, t h e  a u t h o r i z e d  u s e  o f  a p r i v a t e l y  owned v e h i c l e  for perma- 

n e n t  c h a n g e  of s t a t i o n  t r a v e l  may e f f e c t i v e l y  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  v e h i c l e  a s  t h o u g h  i t  w a s  a n  
o t h e r w i s e  p r o p e r l y  t r a n s p o r t a b l e  i t e m ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of 
o v e r s e a s  p e r m a n e n t  c h a n y e s  of s t a t i o n  t r a n s f e r s ,  t h e  t r a n s -  
p o r t a t i o n  of a p r i v a t e l y  owned veh ic l e  is n o t  a u t h o r i z e d .  
See FTR C h a p t e r  2 ,  P a r t  10. . .  
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In t h e  p r e s e n t  case, o n e  of Mr. P i k e ' s  t w o  v e h i c l e s  was 
a m o t o r c y c l e .  I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  f a c t  that  a m o t o r c y l e  n o r m a l l y  
would  accommoaate o n l y  t h e  o p e r a t o r ,  w e  p resume t h a t  t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  f a m i l y  v e h i c l e  would have  a d e q u a t e l y  accommodated 
the rest o f  h i s  f a m i l y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  s i n c e  M r .  P i k e  had 
a l q e a d y  c o m p l e t e d  h i s  t r a v e l  to  h i s  new d u t y  s t a t i o n  i n  
F e b r u a r y  1980,  s u c h  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  r i g h t s  a s  he had  f o r  t h e  
June  1980  t r a v e l .  would  be l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  o n e  v e h i c l e  i n  
w h i c h  h i s  t o u r  d e p e n d e n t s  t r a v e l e d ,  o n  a c o n s t r u c t i v e  cost  
bas i s ,  a t  t h e  r a t e s  prescr ibed  i n  FTR p a r a .  2 - 2 . 3 ( b ) .  See 
8-172012, J u l y  2 ,  1 9 7 1  a n d  A l b e r t  R .  H inn ,  c i ted  a b o v e .  

% TEMPORARY QUARTERS SUBSISTENCE EXPENSE 

u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of Chapter  2 ,  P a r t  5 ,  o f  t h e  FTR, 
an employee  n a y  D e  r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e s  
i ncu r red  i n c i d e n t  t o  a p e r m a n e n t  c h a n g e  of s t a t i o n  move 
wh i l e  t h e  employee  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  n e c e s s a r i l y  o c c u p y  tempo- 
r a r y  q u a r t e r s  away f rom t h e i r  r e s i d e n c e  a t  t h e  old p e r m a n e n t  
s t a t i o n  a n d  before o c c u p y i n g  p e r m a n e n t  q u a r t e r s  a t  t h e  new 
p e r m a n e n t  s t a t i o n ,  n o t  t o  e x c e e a  30 c o n s e c u t i v e  d a y s .  T h a t  
period may be i n t e r r u p t e d  f o r  t i m e  allowed f o r  t r a v e l  
be tween  old and  new s t a t i o n ,  a n d  t o r  o ther  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  o f f i c i a l  n e c e s s i t y .  

In t h e  p r e s e n t  case,  M r .  P i k e  was a u t h o r i z e d  a maximum 
of 24 d a y s  u s e  o f  t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s .  I t  is n o t  c lear  f rom 
t h e  record where  he l i v e d  i n  t h e  Wash ing ton ,  D.C., area f rom 

.-the t i m e  h e  reported f o r  d u t y  there on  March 3 ,  1980 ,  u n t i l  
he r e t u r n e d  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  o n  or a b o u t  May 23,  1980 ,  t o  
ass i s t  h i s  f a m i l y  i n  t h e i r  move t o  Wasn iny ton .  W e  n o t e  t h a t  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. ,  o n  J u n e  15, 
1980, it  is asserted t h a t  t n e y  d i d  n o t  move i n t o  p e r m a n e n t  

. q u a r t e r s  u n t i l  J u l y  I ,  1980.  

W e  have  c o n s i s t e n t l y  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  30-day p e r i o d  f o r  
TQSE r u n s  c o n c u r r e n t l y  f o r  a l l  f a m i l y  members. Ear le  B.  
Amey, 60 Comp. Gen. 281 ( 1 9 8 1 ) ;  8-174695,  J a n u a r y  2 4 ,  1972. 
The q u a r t e r s  o c c u p i e d  by M r .  P i k e  be tween  h i s  r e p o r t i n g  to  
h i s  new d u t y  s t a t i o n  o n  lYarcn 3 ,  1980,  a n d  h i s  r e t u r n  t r i p  
to C a l i f o r n i a  i n  May 1980 p r e s u m a b l y  were t e m p o r a r y  
q u a r t e r s .  T h u s ,  i f  h e  were t o  claim r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f o r  a n y  o f  
t h a t  pe r iod ,  t h e  a l lowable p e r i o d  of 30 c o n s e c u t i v e  d a y s  
would  b e g i n  to  r u n  c o n c u r r e n t l y  f o r  a l l  members o f  t h e  
f a m i l y ,  and  could have  been i n t e r r u p t e d  o n l y  by t h e  p e r i o d  
of t r a v e l  be tween  o l d  a n a  new d u t y  s t a t i o n s  or by other 
o f f i c i a l  n e c e s s i t y .  
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Mr. Pike's family began its travel from California to 
Washington, D.C., on June 6 ,  1980, and arrived in the 
Washington area in June 15, 1980. That period constitutes 
the period of official travel for the family and none of 
those days can be used toward the period of TQSE. 
J.L. Henderson, Jr., 8-193393, April 17, 1979. This rule is 
nobchanged by the fact that the family did not drive 
directly from California to Washington as envisioned by the 
travel order. Reimbursement is based upon actual expenses 
up to the constructive cost of the trip as set out in the 
travel order and limited by this decision. Thus, our Claims 
Group's finding that IYr. Pike's TQSE reimbursement was 
limited to the period June 15 to July 1 ,  1980, was correct. 

In summary, Mr. Pike is entitled to be reimbursed as 
follows : 

0 

Mr. Pike's one way travel in February 1980 
as constituting his travel for permanent 
change of station transfer purposes. 

The full 6 days house-hunting per diem. 

Mileage for one vehicle by the usually 
traveled route for his four dependents on a 
reconstructed basis since they engaged in 
mixed modes and circuitous travel to their 
destination and per diem for the recon- 
structed travel for the family members 
traveling without Mr. Pike. 

. 

Temporary quarters subsistence expense from 
June 15, until July 1 ,  1980, for Mr. Pike 
and his four dependents. 

Ud-w / 

Comptroller General 
of the United States 

- .  
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