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Th .. IIOll<lrabl .. I'onnel' 11. IItark 
HO~ •• D~ napr ••• nta tlve& 

lieu IIr. IIta<k, 

In yo~r lett.r ot "pdl 29, you . ek ad " a lor uune ral ~U_ .. nt. 
on the auitability of the MUMPS (11 •••• chu •• tt . Gena ral HD~pltal 
Utility IIultl-Progunuoing !!ya . ... )-lilll'lUaYD re" Covern .... "t n'l'''''~ 
01... AIthougn we do not yea HUMPS her. at the Ceneral Accounting 
OUI"e, baud on ollr knowledg e Of the language it nUIlB t o hava a 
ph". 1" cert .. ln ... 41".1 .r ... , HOlOevar, .. . do not L'one l dar It 
.ult.bl. tor genarall •• d " •• In t he Gov.rn~.nt . 

UR4.r the •• ~1. 0' the National Cent., tor H ... l th lI .. rvlc:e~ 
n •••• rah. MUM PS w •• developed In 1966 at HeM _aehuaatt . Ganera l 
lIOapltal tor u" on DI<;Jlul IIQulpoa."t Cocpornlnn ,oi.nlca.o.putwrw, 
p~l.arlly Ii a maine lor b~ildlng ~Itl b~.os and ~u~ryln~ hos pital 
lNdieal .ac:orda. In 1912, the , ...... rlo.n Na tional StandiI'd. Inat!
tllta b.~a" • pl'oca •• whiCh lid to the appro"al of • etandltd foe 
tha \ .mg~.'ili. !tUliPS la 0" .. of ten " .... c1c~n Natlun~l S t" n,,~ .. l 
hn'lUI'lI'. 

In 1975. t~a IIUIIP8 Ua,.a Group a. k,d tha Nat!onal ~uraau of 
Btandlrda to lorm • taek lorca lor the purpo., ot Nlk!ng !tUIIPD a 
rld.ral tnlo •• ation Proc ••• lng 5tlndlrd. . 1 you kno~, the srooke 
Act (PL 19-306) YIWI thl D.p.r~ent ot CO~ltce reeponllbilltr '0' 
apprOVing lundlrdl for tha r,d".11 Govern •• "t . Th" "ureau \I v •• 
ltl offlclll •• al of Ipprovil to langul~" thlt (I) hlVI a.a a. of 
eppll~atlon for which there II a Govern.ant-wlda requlre .. ent, \2) 
b.w. portlbll Qad., (3) It' ... lntI1nlble, \41 have In .Iuured eup
ply of Int.rpr't.rl/~pilerl, .nd (~) r.qulr. _In\.al t.llnlng 
OD~tl ~~.~ •• thly a •• wall apt clfled and widely ~nQwn. W~en 
OOYern.ent ag.nal •• do not I~h.~a to the radarll . tlndard. t~ey aeM 
a~ppo.ed ' to requ •• t • w.lvar l~om tha Ducaau, 

~t the tl •• of the MUIIPS '.qu •• t, only one l ang uage (COHOLI 
II~ b •• n dlal\1nlted .a I ,.dlral nandard, 'rhe Ilur""", '. pole ltl"'n 
W1a, In brtet, th.t •• kl,,! MUMPS I r.dara l atandlrd would not ba 
r. •• lb,. bec.uae ot ehlng n'l nat~r, of dl tl base .yste.e , and 
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~c.u,. r.coqnialng MUM" ••••• Plrlt •• ntlty would do I 
~il-•• rvlc. to UI." or Oth.t .u-Illr ba.id productl In the '~t.l 
cc .. unity. Th'le polltlon on MUM" h'l not ch,n,.d to d,t •• 
M.lnvhil., tvO othlr llngu.g •• vlth wi~. 'ppllc.tlonl hlv, 
b.co~. ,.dlrll It.ndl,dl [FORTHAN Ind BASICI . 

Thl MUM'S UII,a GrGYp ••••• to lind the ).ntu.gl • vlry 
u'lrul tool . Many of the Ull t. Ipply the l~u". It thl v.t.rln. 
Ad.inl l tr'tlon In the .~cl'll.ed ho.plt.1 Invirona.nt fo~ vhl~ 
NUIPS vi. d.v. IOped. NovIVlr, v. do not coneld., KUlpa .uit.bl. 'I 
• GOv.rn .. nt 'tlndlrd for •• vI,.1 , •• ,onl, the prlnOI~1 ani ~1R9 
thlt blClu,. of the vld. dlv.ralt! Of .pplloltlon. u.ld In 'ldlrll 
.g.ncl.a, no on. dlt. bl'l/q~.,y .n,u.,. could "It Inou,h g.n.tll 
n •• ds. 

A •• coRd < •• aon II th.t COIpotltlon VGuld be reduc.d Inltl.lly, 
.nd plth,pl plt •• n.nl ly, for bOth h.rd •• rl Ind aoft •• ,.. ~",U"II 
not origln.lly de'l,ned to work on • wid. v.rl.ty of .Ichln •• fr.
qu.ntly .ull.r In .Itlcl.ncy vh.n .edlflld to run on oth.r .qulp
manto TO dltl. MU"S h •• bl.n .d.pt.~ to tun on • nu.b.t of aloro
co-put.,1 Ind _In lco.putwra Ind on It I •• at Onl I.,gl coaputer. It 
h •• not. ho •• v.r, bI.n adlpted to ... jOrlt! of thl l.rQI co.putl r 
or.na •• 'nd tnu. 101& •• ndor. would bI P'IC udld frOl blddlnq on 
Gov.tn..n t contr.ct. If MUM'S clpaDlllty ~r. lpaclfled. In ~I
tlon. aoltv.rl tina, cu,t.ntly otf"lnq tn.l, own P.ct'9" would 
hlv, dittl~ult~ OOI~tlng tor Go~.rn..n~ bu.in •••• 

~ 'hird r ••• on for not deol,n.tini MUMPS 0' •••• ndl.d to. 
rld •• 11 u.' la th.t, .lthough MUM'S .11 .n Innov.tl¥1 lln~u.g. v~.n 
It v., d.~.lopad. todoy •• vlr.l n.~r lln9UI~11 e.n parra •• the .... 
functlonl Ind .r •• 1.llr to u.. . TO Illu.trlt. tnl. point , .1 hlY • 
• ncloeed on •••• pl. of I MUMPS progr .. tn.t parfora. tnl .'apl. 
function of printing In Iny.nto.y fll.. ror contr •• t, vi hi" 1110 
.nclolad .n .... pl. of • n.v.t °fourth 9In.rotlon° tlngu.yl (IAMIS 
II) thl~ prin t. I ,.l.a t'port of gr •• t •• ca.pl,.lty . Th. n'W" 
l.n9uIg. II .or. likl Ingllah .nd th.r.for. IOrl "III~ .nd qulckl~ 
und.r.toad. Although •• b ••••• I.ct,d IAMIS 11 ••• n .... pl •• th.r. 
I .... n~ oth., "frl.ndly· I.Bgu.g •• which parro r. dlt. ba'./qu.r~ 
function' .nd .r. Iy,ll.bll for u •• by GovlrAllnt 6glncll.. A Plt
till II., I • • ncloa.d. 
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II. IIOpe ~IIh dLaclI .. l <>1I II ... 11 . ... re<! your '1".nlon. Ytoou1<1 
~" Llk. u. to prowlde you .. It II -or. t.~h lllc.l IlI for . a t lon, we 
wl11 ~ ,lad LO do 110 . 

"" Ind. ", ' 11 •• 
Di • • ",ot . ArlIO 
,.. . T .... A' . D 
GAO Doc: .... nu Blew!" •• 
Mr. It ..... III'TD 

.,., .. " .. 1. . _.., . .. 

~alt.r L. And.rllOn 
Sonior A •• ocLate Dire~,ot 
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No LlJU8 II d,," h .. IJI<O. HOar .. pr~lIu • r.pa~t fr ... I .. 1 .. ro •. 

u ..... th • ..,It. by c~l<o .. r lluab .. lor .. cb q ... n •• dUn, 
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