
COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548

IN REPLY
REFERTO: B-196484

February 19, 1980

Mr. Robert Meader
821 Nasau Drive
Mobile, Alabama 36608

Dear Mr. Meader:

We refer to your letter dated June 11, 1979, concerning your
{request for a review of <t-C; Certificate of Settlementjdated
March 15, 1977, in which the Claims Division disallowed your
claim in the amount of 51 cents for a mileage allowance in
connection with your traveling by bicycle on Government business.
The Claims Division denied your claim on the basis that the
Federal Travel Regulations (FTR) (FPMR 101-7, May 1973) do not
provide for payment of a mileage allowance for travel performed.
by bicycle.

We note that you now also question the administrative
disallowance of an additional claim in the amount of $6.84
incident to your temporary duty travel by bicycle in May 1979.

In Comptroller General's decision James J. Berryhill,
B-184641, September 11, 1975, it was held that a mileage allowance
may not be paid to an employee for the use of his privately
owned bicycle on official travel. The determination therein
was based on the language of both the statutory authority for
payment of a mileage allowance, 5 U.S.C. 5704, and the implementing
regulation, FTR para. 1-4.la as well as the pertinent legislative
history which make clear that mileage payments may only be made
for the use of a motor-driven vehicle.

We call to your attention that a bill, H.R. 6180, has been
introduced in the 96th Congress, 1st Session, which if enacted,
would amend 5 U.S.C. 5704(a) to provide for an allowance of
4 cents per mile to Federal employees for the use of a bicycle
while engaged on official business. The bill provides that the
effective date of the amendment would be sixty days after the
date of enactment.
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In view of the above, there is no basis upon which to allow your

claim for mileage and accordingly, we sustain the action of the Claims

Division.

Sin/ ely yours,

if~f;/

Deputy Comptroller General

of the United States
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