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Kr. Jobe A. ll1rrla7, Aui•~ ('.oaa1•siotuir 
(A.thd.rd.atr•Uou) 
U1'1ted ltatea e .. tml* S1~a• 
~tof Cb.e!r&UUJ 
waahiqtoa. i>.c. 

tbi• ia ia reapona. to tbl req1Mtat fJ!Om your off ice (your reference 
Fii-4-12•At4tO JiJ'), th&t th• P.e~oaal. COMl!li••ioae'I' of 
C.•U.., lagietcl 7 • LO• Angelo.a, Caiiforu!a., u tlte u.e('Vn.tabl• officer, 
k n.U.avad of llabUity for a lou in. hia colliactiou •ccoiant. of $2,190. 57. 

The reool'cl ittd.icat•• that t~ loH in que•Uoo occun•d 1oa.ti• 
't>atvMA ltt.)0 •••• t Friday, Januu-1 21• 19711 and ~HOO a.,a .. t Mond•y, 
J...-ry 30, 1978, •lMn t.ha Lo• .Ang•l•• ilr,ort US Ctl•tcu <'.a•hier'• 
offtc. wu ~glar.iaeC! al\Cl approxbuu:.ely ~U6.65a.36: i• ahe-0ks •1.id 
uab w.a atolflD. Friday•• collection• lutd 1'•~ •chedvliad tu k picbd 
up oa ~Y -,. &1l al'llOred c•r $il"rviC•; in "cor4anc• 1'ith th• eoub­
liabed p-ractic• of 4•'90•1d.ug iii the iiallk. of finaaet on• clay•• collec­
U.oa• oa &be fell.wing wttneaa day. lloplueMllt ehMW. ·wre oli>taiMd 
for ••t of en• adttrnd. checks •tohn; -whieh reduced the Mt loa• of 
eu.t ... to •1.190.s1. 

&atry J.ncg tu ca•hiar'• olf1~.e •• pined by fo"oina a woocl paul 
door aov•rt.na en. vi:Adow opciq I.a~'? "*' hallway hon wkkh tlw CtUbiar 
•C'fed Che p•ltc. There vu .M pbya.Ual. evideue, hO'MV•t'• tlwt the 
Ml•, rat-4 fir• (2 hour•) and burgl.Uy. (iG 1'1.wtu) xuiniva, ht4 
Oeeai forci~lJ ~•red. 

l1po111 'Miq Womd of tll.•:bur~r11 au ag~t of tbal Office •f 
X..uU.ptm AtpOM-4, &ad tio'#i-4 t~, .. Lo• Angel.ea Poliee ~t • 
ti. 1e4•l'•l Bureaa of lavutigatiou (111) i and the Gfiih of IDtemal 
Aff&U•, all of which ••llt . •s•nt• ·to iuYutits•t.a th• uime. !ht. n1 
n,-n 1.Muai-4 that p~iul ·ot4,.AU wa1 obt.t.:tu4 fro. the ut. 
acaaa ad 1uteni"9 vua co~t~ 'fith putiueat Ct.ultou e11pl019U 
•• well u lo1ual au.pectta in·: •n ef f'>tt to dnelop Wonaatioll con ... 
cantns tu l>Ur'gl&ry, kt that M illfom.ation of value bu., .. 4wel­
oped. the nl advU.i that it. -waa;. cO.d~tiq l\O additioul iaftaCia•­
d.oo of thi• buxglary. Bowav•r, if ilifoX'Mtion u 4enlope4 1A tba. 
t..wr• .Uh ""1.cl :lciutUy &~;per}l~ntor1, ut:ive :Uwe.ttigatioA rill 
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b4a ·reinitiated-&ild trut ~;ppropd.abt Cast0u official.'j will ha px-or.tptly 
notifi.O. th• ~e;ioMl Mriector, lntunal Afhlrs, stated that hU 
off 1.ea nrked. cloffly with the Flll t~ lllOD.itor RY dnelo~t~ iuTolv-
10.1 Cu.atou puilOQUl, but had Mt iuitiAted a .nparat.e. invutigat.1'm 
•1ace there bad ben no indie-ation of fault or uegli5enc• by Cuit:toua 
p•rsomiel. 

OU otf ic• i• authGrued to grant aecoli:nt:.ai>l• f.if f1cera relief fro. 
liability fot: phyaical lctse$ of Cove~!t fund&, t>tc~ • und..•r ca-rt.ain 
c:onriitioua pruct'ikd by 31 U.S.C:. f -'12 .... 1f(l970) Vhich JJNVi4U in 
pert.luttlit part u follovs; 

.;The General A.ceowtU.q Off:ic• b &uthcriud,, after 
cooaid•ration of the vartta.ent f:indinge alld if in c.on­
cu.rreaca, vitb. the utel"lliwlt.i<ins i!lnd ree~14tadation• o! 
tba baa4 of tbll d.~partment or .:lruiape-adot au.hlli~t 
concerned.. to rt)li.eY• llJlY dial»#r•!.us ctr othl{l(r .ccountllble 
officer or agent * * * ch&rgod vi.th r.-ponsibility on 
account <"Jf pbyd.clil. losa or d.d'.:l.ci8n(.:y of Govarw.~ 
fwd•. ~h•r•. r'1co:rda., ebec.ks, •ecuxitit:,h or p&Pft'1 
in hh charge • * * if the head of the depa.rtMsit o~ 
itMfeptWdeut establishment: daterainea. (1) that 811® loa1t 
or deficiency ~curred while such offieer o-r a~nt va.o 
acting in tbe 41scharg~ of hia e.ffictal thttiu,. or that 
tRlCh loas or -dtf ieieAey oceu-rr.e.d by r•a:~ of th• act 
or oriUsion of a mtbordinat~ of auch -of fic.-er or ageat.; 
and (2) t~t aucb lc?1t.!1_ ~J:.~!~!.~tt ~cet;!!,r_ecl witkio'ut 
fa~!._t or. M.&li~e OJ!..~..P.m..!!~.J~~~h-i?.(fi.~r. or asen.t. "' 
(llaph.a•i• supplied.) 

lt appears from the reco~d t.bat t.lun;e va~ r.o ft'Vid®ce. of fault, 
negl.1g$11Ce.; breach of aecur1ty. ot' fail\lre to 0:bserve "J"•<t.u.isit-e. prc­
codur«s to iuaure mo~ ruety. »y any of the Uldt1!d Stat~ Cuatou 
personnel which eould have r&aulted :in th~ loss of the .atol~n funds. 
Thn& hatt been an adllliai.titr~t:l.vlii detentlnatio'n by tb.e Uu.ited Sta.tu 
CWt;tolli# S•nic" that ttu1 ll!gi.onal ~ea:tonar of Cuto.u, Los Ang:eltila t 
Califonli.a1 'W'bila acting in tb.4 d.iacW.u;ia of hi• offkial duti~4 baa 
aufffl'ed the atora@tion.cd ll>a• in hi.$ account tiu:ou:gh oo .f.aut or 
neglig@Cc oa hie ·part or 011 the. -pa.rt ef any e;uployu ill Ms office. 
There i• uo evidence in the re-cord to tb..e -eontl.'uy • 
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AacorcU.nsJ.y" we coi:i.cur ta th& adxdn:l •trativ• ~. · n4 
gret r•lief to the bg·ioaal ~ • ia tM 
&MOUat of $2.190.57, under the pron~· of 31 u.s .. c~ I 82a-l'l.(lt7G). 
The l.initttd States Cuetw.ia l•n'ic. •PPT01J1'Ut:ioa for alariu a4 e:iqieuea 
..,. be chargad with the atbortqe. 
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Milton J. Socolar 
Gen~ral tow:Jftl. 
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