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Decision re: National Investiqation Bureau, Inc.; by Hilton J.
Socolar, General Co)unsel.

contact: office of the General counsel: Procurement Law I.
Orqanizatiot Conccrnei: Departmetit of the Air Force: Los Angeles

AFB, CA; Small Business Administration.
Authoritv: (P. L. 35-89; 91 Stat. 55.3; 91 Stat. 561) . B- 190326

(197e). B-191380 (1978). B-191766 (1578).

A protester contended that, altbough it van the
apparent low bidder, it was found to be nonresuonsible and
denied a certificate of competency (COC) by the Small Business
Administration (SBA) because of "fraudulent malicious actions"
by another bidde:. SBA's detersinations to issue COCE are not
revievable by GAO,. and it was not within GAO's bid protest
functions to conduct investiqations for establishing the
validity of speculative stateuents about the other bidder's
actions. (HTWI
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3113 de termI na I: ions ' n such ma tt'.os are
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2. it ifi not G;AG pr;ctice, pnlr::uant Lo bid
prcttf: t functicii, to coiilttu, inv(-t. 1(1-
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Naticl'ni I Inxctr i (ationI Pz-c'a ti Inc-. (Latior:.-] ),
protwr3st : ;vrIj. inst nwr'l1 d to ainy b i cer other than csel f

nCirr-r irv i ta ti.an for hidl:; 1c. J'04 693-77--fl-0002, i:;sued
by the bi- l'or-ce to provixde s!cctirity quard serv IL
the Lon An lestir-S Al r Force na:;c. 'rhe prot ester convcrids.
thalt it wa ; tihe aptleaer:t low bidder Lut wiS found to be
ilonrcv-S1onr01 .ire awll w!a!s lenicrl a cu rtiflcate of corlpetency
(CCC) by tl *: Smai llusriines Admin ist ration (SRA) on Sep-
tember n, 1 78. Nc,,t:ional aJleges that the SB/A c eternineci
it not to have tner protef: credit zand capacity to rPerf~orm
th'c cont rI:cc Lue to( :f- 3uIi len-It maic I iouL:i act ions" by
another i dder. The rI7otr•to r euueCts our of]ice to
invyer:Li:atci anci malke, a dcle rw!jnation as to Its res.'oll-
sibility. ivddition.llv, the protst-:r tjiistions the
thorourlhiIr-r.¶;i cif tile SPA i nvti. t. icqation in deny incgl ation:al
a COC.

As r-e ards thrn content:ioi:; that NaLt i ona l is a
rc::Iponcib rI I:iclder, th;(et a COC should have boen issued
to :;;tionjrj iy the SP:1A, and t:hat the ShAi's investigation
intoL) the 1n:1rttlr r^f I'ai-iona I ;' rcsspons;i -iwl ty ; riaLot
thiioou(ti, tlt.- rjrov'iriorn of l'iublic Law 95-P9, 91 Sta.:.
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hrle i t I, U) 11a):u f r n I d(3 i!71. ti ion orf qJlLest iton;
I I-' illi n h rei I) :I ;it; ,I ;, a *;l:.ii hlw: i ner;s cmit-

C:: 1,, SF IIC Ull? I i !t- ' I,1 theiU SI3I. ' S (31iC 1 S ionl oll s5 hil
riit cI n r! i:; ' fin:n I , .'U (1 f ic:(e does not: r-;ev i ew S;1A
CIU: L IW'K1 !m t i Or, ajifi rcai.t-tt r-eqiui ro thes STPA t-ej isro a
(h(' nr to I t(r11en . 1..S? ,:hrjni.I ff'C Ita: !,een dleflii(1.
Ji H ive mAr" I ii Inrn A'c'rnna n bti I Oflanc e SM. rv iCO., 1ic.
fI -II) A2, A;l t I 1t i, 7 971, 7 P -I C1TI3) 29%; (;roriz ) 1 a r
I~i(1t?:VII'-n~F;, zIt)'., 1;-11 3P0, h1Wril 24, 19 11; *i- CI'l

I'eqa rr) J zaiflu. tAi01.1's cnltn oLtion that. another
hi dder'-i frAudu lent: lu L.ioris rai.';rd tihteSrB; ' denicil of
a CC' to the i'routc;t':r .-nd Lthe rqcJuest that: our QJfrce
inveit i rjate ti'e ma LL'r Curthurr, it: ji nct: the Genera .
Ac:countin r.cl Off ie preict:ice, pursucInt tc. our bid protent

i.ucL!iorn, Li' crndtit ifvr ;iqht. ionS Cor thc purpose o0
cstabl irhinci tiuI. v;l. idil t-y ol: ai I'ote ;ter'. i speculative
sl:at'?htI(!ln!;. * J'ire 1, 'P'cn icitl I c mupIP.CnV C1('o1]., 11-191V 7 G,
June C', J97n, 711-l Qi) ' 15. i.ccordin(qly the requ(st
for i, a nvi ti :.,tion is dnle ci. amny ur t-h her requestL in
tLis -eqard rll urS: he m-e -]mmred t:n "5A.

The 1)1-ot.e I is - isiiiiLssrd.
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