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DECISION OF THE UNI(TED S8TATES
WABHNMINGTON, D.C. 208540
FILE: 3-191415 DATE:  getober 17, 1978

MATTER OF- St.rpan . Covell - Temporary Duty - Parking
Feals. and Telephone Inatallation and Service
Charges
DIGESBT: 1. FEmployee on extended rewm-ary duty traveled
by :privately owned automobile restricted to
reimbursement of sonstructive cost of
travel by common Jarrier. Fmployee may not
pe reimbursed an additional amount of $220
for separate parking fees charged at lodgings
she sciected. Additional costs for parking
resulted frcm employee's election to travel
bv automobile and would not have been in-
curred had she traveled by air. 8-130712,
Aprdil 11, 1968,

2. Employee residins in apartment complew while
on temporary duty may not be reimbursed
for telephone installation charge. She may
be reimbursed for monthly nervicr charge an a
cost of logging. See Comp- Jen.' decs. cited.

This matter concerns, the request for an advance decision
by Mr, Douglrs C. Croft, an authorized certifying officer of
the U.8. Civili Service Commission (Commission) as to whether
Ms, Susan P. Covell, an employee of tie. Commissxﬂn, may be
reimburied expenses incurred in the amount of $220 for parking
fees ard $75.22 for telephone inSuallan.on and service charges
incurred while on temporary duty in Boston, Massachusetts.

The record shows that by Travel Order No. "MB-50 dated
October 1, 1976, Ms. Covell, whose official duty station is
Washlngton D.C., was authorized travel and actu§l subsistence
expenses for the period Febrrary 21, 1977, throuph July 1,
1977,*inciﬂcnt to a temporary . /duty, assignment i’ Boaton,
Massach_,-tts, a designated high-rate geographical area.

The travel order authorized transportation by common carrier
or in lieu thereof, travel by privatoly owridd automabile not
to exceed the cOnvtructlvc cost. In accordance with para.
1-8.6" of the Fedﬂral Travel Regulations {FTR) (FPMR"101-7)
as amended by FPMR, Terporary Regulation A-11, Supp. 3,

Ms. Covell was authorized actual subsistence cxpenses not

to exceed $49 per dav. B
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Concerning reimhursement for the use of a privataly
owned conveyance in lieu of common carrier transportation
para. 1-4.3 of the FTR provides as follows:

"Wwhenever a privately owned conveyance js
used for official purposes as a matter of
personal preference in lieu of common carrier
transportation under 1-2,2d, payment for
such travel shall be made on the hasis of
the actual travel performed, computed uncer
1-4,1 at the mileage rate prescribed An
1-4,%2a plus the per diem allowable for the
actual travel., The Lotal allowable stall
be limited to the total constructive cost
of approprjate common carrier transporta-
tion 13c1u3§§§fconstructive per diem by
that method ¥ transportation., % # n

The agensy has deterwined thag)khe conatr;ctive cost of
travel by common carrier would be $:00.29 repr;senting the
amounts ol $112 for an airline ticket, $52.27 for actual
expense2of subsistence, and $36 for estimated taxi fares.
M3. Covell’ incurred $431.52 in expenses in comnection with
her round-tr$: travel by privately owned automobile. These
expenses cousisted of $152.73 for mileage and tolls, $58.79
for actual expens:s of subsistence, and $220 for parking
fees.,

Ma. Covell has claimed the amount of $220 for parking
fees in addition to her reimbursement of the construﬂtlve cost
of common carrier. This parking fee ol $220 repre°ented the
monthly parking fee of $55 al the apartment complex where
Ms. Covell resided during her tewporary duty from larch
through June 1977.

Ms. Covell's supervisor has racommended that this claim
for separate reimbursement for parklns fees be approved on the
basis that the daily rate nt the apartment complex, including
the additional fee for parking, of appraximately $22 was
less than motel rates in the areas. P“Ebumably, the claimant
could have reasided at the same complex without repard to
whetl'er she had an autormobile. The additional expense of the
automobile parking fees resulted from ls. Covell's personal
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preference to travel by nutomobile. The expenUe"wonld not
have been incurre¢ had Ms, Covell traveled by air. Thus,

we find no basia fur allowing Ms., Covell reimbursement. for
parking fees in addition to reimbursement of the constructive
coa: of trevel by common carrier. See B-130712, April 11,
1968.

We nnte that parking fecs do not appear %o be reimbur-
sable as an expense of subsistence as paxcing f=es are
specificaliy reimbursahle 1ﬂ ronnectiun with the use of a
privately owned conveyance urrder 5 I'.5.C. 5704(b) (1976},
dnd para. 1-4.1lc nf tle FIR, as ameuded by Temp. Reg. A-11

{May 19, 1975).

o . In addition to her claim rorf -eimbursement’ for parking

A fees, Ms, Covell is also claiming $79.22 repreaenting the

Hel ‘ ”'amounts of, $32.50 for telephone installation charges and

' : '#4?&72 for§¥he monthlj4telephcne service charge of $10.68

'-WJ"cv ‘Lhe periud Ma“th’ throush June 19"7 The ﬂonfhly
sen}ice or jusyr cha*g;, but not ths fhstallaticn charge, is
reimburaabl 35 a cost ufflodging incident ‘to tue cccupancy
of an apartaen- while on’ temporary outy. James' *,, Palmer,
56 Comp. Gen., 40.(1976); and 52 id. 730 (1973). These cases
are to be distinguished from situab1ans Ain which installa-
tion of a telephone in traisient qua**ers nas been admin-
iatratively determined to be a'matter’of" official necessity
and where the 1nsta113tionicnarge is reimburaaﬂle as other
than a ‘lodging coat. c. thn H. Baer, -1859!5.
October 28 1976. we havn been 1nformally adv 'sed by
the Commission that $here was no adminis‘rative determing..
tion of the offirial necessity of a telephone in connection
with Ms, Covell's temporary duty assignmeri.

:In acéordance with the etuve, Ms, Covell's reclaim
voucher should be certified for payment 1n the amount of
$42.72 with respect to the telephone service charge, if
otherwise proiper. The remainder of the claim for the tele-
phone installation and parking fees may not be allowed.
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