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DIWEBT:

GAO will not review protest challengin. offeror's intended
compliance with representation its Buy American certifi-
cation that domestic source end ,nduct will be supplied.

Through counsel, the Thorsen Tcol Co. (Thorsen) prntests
award to R & 0 Industries, Inc. (R & 0) under General Services
Administration (GSA) solicitation FTAN-fl3-95126-A-1-4-77, for
a requirements contract for wrenches of various descriptions.

Specifirally, Thorsen questions whether R & 0 will comply
with its Buy American Certificate (SF 33, pars. 7) insofar as
it offered to supply certEAn domestic end items. Thorsen requests
that we conduct an independent investigation and review regarding
R & O's proposed method of compliance with the obligation assumed
by its Buy American certification under paragraph 7 of Str.Tdard
Form 33. Although the protester contends that such reviews have
been undertaken by this Office, citing 35 Comp. Gen. 7 (1955),
paragraph 7 was meant to permit self-certification of mn offero;s
intention to supply domastic or foreign source end products.

We have recognized that where an offeror excludes no end
products from its BiJy American certificate and does not otherwise
indicate it is offering anything other than domestic end products,
acceptance of its offer, if otherwise responsive, results in an
obligation on its part to furnish domestic end products, and com-
pliance with that obligation is a matter of contract administration
which has no effect on the validity of the contract award. 50
Comp. Con. 697 (1971); Unicare Vehicle Wash. Inc., B-181852,
December 3, 1974, 74;-2 CPD 304; Cameron Manufacturing Co., B-184767,
May 17, 1976, 76-1 CIPD 328; Becker Instruterts & Photographic
Optics, B-185411, July 14, 1976, 76-2 CPD 43.

We therefore conclude that protests seeking an investigation
of an offeror's intended method of complying with its certification
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should.not be considered by this Office, unless either the gu cy
requests our decision or provisions are included in the solicita-
tion or bid toart from the standard Buy American Certificate
which reveal in intention to furnish an item which does not con-
form with the representation made in the offeror's Buy American
Certificate.

In this regard, we note that the decision in 35 Comp. Gen.
7, suprr, cited by Thorsen, primarily responded to a request for
an advance decision, initiated by the contracting agency.

Accordingly, Tnorsen's protest is dismissed.

Acting Comptroller GenerAl
of the United States
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