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. 9 Although GAO will nlcqrtutn 'whethar a bidder has supplied

evidence to demonstrate coupliancc with definitive respoa-
sibility criteria contained i. solicitations, once it has
beer determcined that such evidence has been furnished, GAO
will pot further consider objections concerning quality of
that experience, which 1is matter for subjective judgment
of contracting officer.

2, Infornation concerniug a bidder's responsibility may be
furnished after bid opening. -

3. Protest nllégatton filed moru than 10 days after basis for
allegation was or should have deen known is untimely and a0t
for cousideration va the merits,

%Y The subject ptotu~ ‘has been filed. sgiinst an affirmative
‘Jetaruinatloa of :eaponlibllity made by the National Aercnautics

and Space Adainiatrntion (NASA) for the low eligible bidder under
{nvitation for bids (IFB) No. 6P-2171, issued by NASA's Wallops
Flight Center, Wallops Island, Virginia. for servicea and materi-
als to ptovidc fire fightin; nnd plant security services.

JIt s contended by thu ptotester that the low cligible
bldder does not meet specific qualifications set out in the
fnvitation; ‘that the avidence furnished by that bidder in support
of its quallficn tions is lacking in probative value and that the
subject bidde's prior ezperience is not sufficiently sophisticat-
ed for the cf!ort contemplated by the invitation; that the con-
ttacting ageuncy 1mpropetly petnitt-d that bidder to supply
{nfonuation after bid opening to establish thet it met detailed
experience requirements; and that a comparison of bids indicates
"inconsistent bid prices and hours estimated" in the low eligible
bid about which the conmtracting officer should be alarmed.

The record reveils that bids were opened on September 24,
1976, and .that the low bidder, Chemul, Inc.,, was permitted to
withdraw shorrly thereafter on the basis of a mistake iu bid,
leaving Paul W. Bowden as the low eligible bidder.
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The invitation's Atticle III, Pidders’ Queltfleetionl,
required bidders to furnish evidence of having performad fire.
fighting acrvlcoa "of the type required for a period of at’least
thrae years' and of experience in providing plaant security ser-
vices. Accordingly, Bowden was requusted after bid opening to
furnish evidence that it met tha expariev.e requltenear:, and
also to verify his bid pricas. ‘

Subsequently, Bowden furnished an account of his personsl
expezience in fire fighting sarvices as well as the experience

'of one of his employeas. In additicn, Bowden advised NASA of

prior guexd duty services he had provided in the area, which was
confirmed 'by NASA on the basis of a third party affidavit, as
well as his prior guard duty experience in the United States Navy,

Wit regard to the evidence in support of fire fighttng expetieace,

Bowden advised that from 1946-1939 he operated all’ ‘types of fire
fighting equipsunt and assisted in putting out fires, responding
to such diversified emergencies as fires, explosions at the launch
area, structural fires, fuel spills, and other hazirds peculiar to

hunch:lnr range and aviation ststiuvn, Additionally, hs xepre-
eented rhat he had attended and completed fire fighting courses in
shipboard fire flghting, crash and oil fires, pump operators
school, salvage school, fundementals of fire fighting, end crash
fire fighting and rescue.

After evnluating this lnforuetion, the, con.racti:. officer
determined that Bowden deets thoa IFB's experieuce requirements
and otherwise meets the minimum standards for rerjonaible pro-
spective contractors and 15 therefore eligibie for awand.

‘This Offize doeu not teview ptoteets egei&%t effirnative
detetuinetiond\of eeponaibility unless either” freud is elleged
on: the. part of. procur'ng officiele or; the,soricitetion cpntetns
definitive :eaponsibility criterie which: ellegedly have not been
applied. Ceritral/Metfal Prodicts;fificorpérated,’ 54 Comp. Gen. 66
(1974), 74-2 CPD 64;;Yar3ney:£1ectr1c Coxporation, 54 Comp. Gen,
509 (1974), 74-2 CPD 376, Sinc: the ‘experience ptovieion is such
a criterion, the mntter 18 eppropriete for our consideration. Our
review, howeve:, is limited easentielly to eacerteinln; that
evidence 6f the specified experience has been submitted.. We will
not, absent allegatlona ot fraud, further review the sufflciency
or relative quality of ‘that {)periente since that is a matter
1eserved to the subjéctivs judgment of the contracting o!ficet.

See Yardney Electric Cctngretion. supra.
Here the record cleer. shows that Bowden submitted verlous

documents as evidence of hil prior exper’ence in providing both
the fire fighting and security services, and that the protester
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buslcally quactloua the relevance or quslity of that experiance.
The comtracting 6fficer has considered the evidenca presented
and concluded that Bowden satisfias the IIB critarion, ‘lnas-
much as there is no indication or allegation of £fraud im con-
nection with the contracting officar's determination, we ceunot
further conaider the mattar,

Concerning th. legal propriety ot ‘accepting from Bowden,
after bid opening, the informatioun vequired to determine com-

" pliance wi:h the experience requiremsnts, wa have held that

when required information pertsins solely to a biddex's zespon-
sibility, it need uot he submitted with tha bid bit may be fur-
nished up to the time of award, See, e.g., Bryan L. and F, B,
Standley, B-186573, July 20, 1976, 76-2 CPD 60. t

As for counsel's ‘concern over Bowden's "inconsistent" and
“alarn&n;ly low" prices for basic items, the record indicates
that NASA requésted. Bowden to verify hia bid prices and that .
loudon did 30, stating ‘that they .were based on providing full
services, . In any event, this protest allegation is not for
consideration on the marits sinze it~ wns oot filed until
‘January 11, 1977, and is therefore untimaly under 4;..? R,

20.2(d) (1976), which l’quiral that protests be filel within

10 days after the basis for protest is known or should he
knowm,

For the foregoing renaéna, the protest is denied,
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