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fClaim for Reimbursement for Shipping and Storing Househcld
Goods). B-186338. Dacember 7, 1978. A& pp.

Decision re: Ralph M. Koontr; by Robert ¥, Keller, Acting
Comptroller ceneral.

Coutact: Office of the General Coulsel: Personnel law Natters I.
Oxqaniza¢ion Concerned: Departaent of Bousing snd Urban

Developaent,
Authority:s 5 U.S5.C. 5724, P.T.B, (PPAR 101-7), B-186185 {(1976).

A transferred employee's claim for reisburseasent for
expensos of shipping and storing househcld goods was jueztioned.
The eaployee had =0ld his old residence but, bicause of his
vife's illness, he purchased a nev residence et his old duty
station and moved his goods from atorage to the new residence.
He may be reimbursed since regulations allow r4imbursement for
moving a transferred employee’s goode to a point selected by
him, (HT®)
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= "a"n\'-’-,‘\ THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL

DECISION OF THE UNITED BTATES
’ WABHINGTGON, D.C. 30546 7
FILE: B-186338 ‘ DATVE: pecember 7, 1978

MATTZR OF: Ralph M. Koontz - Transportation of
Household Effecte

DIGEST: (Civilian employee of HUD was transferred from
Jacksonville Beach, r‘lorida, to Atlanta, Georgia,
He sold old residence in Jacksonville Beach but
due to unexpected illness of wife, moved to
Atlanta and his family remained in Jacksonville
Beach., Employee placed household effects in
storage and subsequently had them moved to a
rew residence nurchased in Jacksonville Beach.
Paragraph 2-8.2d, FTR, allows reimbursement
of cost of transportation of household effects to
an employee's new official station or scme other
point sclected by him, Accordingly, claim for
relmbursement for shipment anc storage of
household goods rnay be allowed.

_ This case arises from a request by the Director, Office of
Finance and Accounting, Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD), for a decision as to whether a voucher in the
amount of $995, 42, submitted by Mr. Ralph M. Koontz, an em-
ployee of HUD, inay be certified for payment Mr, Koontz is
claiming reimbu, rsement for expe.nses which he incurred in-the
shipment and storage of his household goods from his old resi-
dence'to a new residence, bath in Jacksonville Beach, Florida,
in connection with his transfer of official station from Jacksonville,
Florida, to Atlanta, Georgia,

The record disicloses that by Trével Authorization
No. 1028-IV-76, <ated March 2, 1976, Mr. Koontz wus autho-
rized a change of official duty station from Jacksonville, Florida.
to Atlanta, Georgia. The travel authorization provided for reim-
bursement to Mr. Koontz of real.estate expenses incurred in the
sale of his residence at his old station and the purchase of a resi-
dence at his new s.tation. The estimated cast of expenses in the
sale of his old refsidence was’ztated notito exceed $5, 000, in
accordance with chapter 2, ¥ ederal Property Management Regu-
lations (FPMR) 101-7, Th(. travel authorization also stated that
recommendation and/or approval involved, among other consid-
erations, a determination that the change of station was in the
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interest of the Government and not primarily {or the employee's
convenience or at his request,

The claimant reports that on May 31, 1877, he sold his resi-
dence in Jacksorville Beach, Florida, and placed his furniture
in storage with a transfer company, He states that prior and
subsequent to that time, he was looking for a residence to purchase
in the Marietta, Georgia, grea. Mr. Koontz further states that
during July he learned that his wife was suffering from a severe
physical ailment which necessitated surgery and several weeks for
recuperation, He reports that he was advised by his wife's physician
that she should not entertain any thoughts of moving or relocating as
it would be inimical to her.heaith., . Mr, Koontz and his wife then
decided that moving in Atlanta, particularly since they had not <ound
a home {o purchase, was inadvisable and Ltherefore elected to jur-
chase a house in Jacksonville Beacl so that Mrs, Koontz coulst be
near friends and relatives during the perind of her illness anz
i‘ecuperation,

Mr. Koontz states that he located and purchased a house in
Jacksonville Bedch and on July 31, 1877, had his houschold goods
removed from storage and placed in the new house in Jacksonville
Beach. He reports that prior and subsequent to that time, lLe
commuted regularly to communicate with his family and tend to
their needs,

It is the corntention of Mr. Koontz that the sale of his old
residence, the movement and storage of his houschold goods and
other relocation expenses were incurred in connection with and
resulted from the transfer and were incident thereto, He there-
fore fe=ls that he is entitled to reimbursement of such expenses
by the Government. The claimant also asserts that when he does
move his household effects to a new residence in Atlanta or {is
environs, the Government should reimburse him for that portion
of the cherges he incurs for the movement over the reoad of his
houschclu goods from Jacksonville Beach to Atlanta.

The travel voucher in question, submitted August 12, 1977,
in 4ne sum of $0985,42, represents storage and transportation
expenses incurred by the claimant in storing and-transporting
his household effects in connection with moving into his new
residence, also located in Jacksonville Beach, Florida.
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The entitlement of ci\uhan employees of the Federal Government
to reimbursement of the cost of transportation of household goods.
upon transfer o official station is governed by the provisions of
5 U.S,C. § 5724 (1970). The Ilmplementing regulations which provide
for reimbursement of relocation expenses rre contained in chapter 2
of the Federal Travel Regulations (FTR) (FPMR 101-7) (May 1973).
Paragraph 2-1, 3 provides, in pertinent part, as follows:

"Travel covered. When change of oZficial
station or olhe: action described below is authorized
or spproved by such official or officials as. the head
of the agency may designate, travel and trnnsporta-
t1on expenses and applicable allowan:es as provided
hc—.rein are payal-ln in the case of (a) transfer of an
employee from one official station to another for
permanent duty, Prpovided That: the transfer is
in the interest of the Government and i8 not pri-
tharily for the cornivenience or benefit of the employea .
or at his request; the transfer is to a new official
station which is at leest 10 miles distant from the

old official station * = =, "

We have been informally advised by sfficials of HUD and the
vouchr'rs submitted witl the claim disclose that the agency deter-
miried"that the sale of the claimant's old residence in Jacksonville
Beach was incident to his change of official station. Accordingly,
Mr. Koontz has been reimbursed for expenses incurred in the sale
of his old residence‘ in the amount of $5, 000 as specified in his
travel a.uthonzatzon zid has also been paid the sum of £1, 152,86
represeénting reimbursement for expenses incurred by him and his
dependents for travel, a house-hunting trip, temporary quarters,
and miscellaneous moving expenses,

Paragraph 2-8.2d, I'TR, sets out the points between which
transportation costs of the eriployee's houschold effects may be
allowable and provides, in pertinent part, as follows.

i'Ongm'and destination. Cost of transpor-
tation ot household goods may be paid by the Gov-
ernment whether the shipment originates at the
employece's last official station or place of resi-
dence or at some other point, or if part of the
shipment originates at the last official station and
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the remainder at one or more other points., Similarly,
these expenises are allowable whether the point of .
destination is the new official station or some other
point selected by the employee, or if the destination
for part of the property is the new official station and
the remainder is shipped to one nr more other points.
However, the total amount which may be paid or reim-
bursed by the Government shall not erceed the cost of

. transporting the property in one lot by the most
econumical route from the last official station of the
transferring employee (or the place of actual residence
of the new appointce at time of appointment) to the new
official station, #* * ="

In light of the aforequoted rcgulation, and inamsuch as HUD has
determined that the transfer was in the interest of the Government,
and that the sale of Mr, Koontz' old residence wag incid ent to his
transfer of official station, it was not incumbent upon the claimant
'to have his household goods transpnrted to his new duty st, ation in
Atlanta, He had the cplion to have his household effects shipped to
Atlanta or some othet point (Jacksonville Beach) selected by him.
However, in accordance with paragraph 2-8. 2d, 1reimbursement
for transporting such house¢hold goods may not exceed the con-
structive cost of transportation thiereof to Atlanta. Matter o)
Stanley H. Fretwell, B-186185, November 15, 19767

,Accordmgly, Mr. Koontz may be reimbursed for expenses
which he incurred in the shipment and storage of his household
goods in the amounts found due and as otherwise proper, The
voucher, which is returned, may be certified for payment in

accordance with the foregoing.
ﬁ Kot da,

Acting Comptroller General
of the United States
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