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Robert W. Poisal -- Claim for Retroactive
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DIGEST:
Employee of National Security Agency files claim
with his employing agency in June 1975 for back-
pay for the period for July 1966 to July 1969.
Claim is not received at General Accounting Office
until January 1976 and may not be considered
since act of October 9, 1940, as amended, prohibits
payment of claim if presented to this Office more
than 6 years after the date the claim accrued.

This action is in response to the request for an advance de-
cision by }1Ms. Irene C. Addick~s, a special disbursing agent of the

National Security Agency, United States Department of Defense,

regarding the claim of Mr. Robert W. Poisal for retroactive com-
pensation for the period from July 166 to July 1969. The ques-
tion presented is whether the claim is barred by the statute of
limitations.

The record indicates that Mr. Poisal filed a claim for retro-
active compensation with his employing agency by a memorandum
dated June 24, 1975. An administrative determination was made

on September 8, 1975, that the employee had served in a position
warranting an increase, and the claim and supporting documents

were received by the special disbursing agent on October 22, 1975.

The request for an advance decision was delayed because it was
inadvertently forwarded to the Per Diem, Travel and Transportation
Allowance Committee before being received in this Office on
January 19, 19R7D6.

The act of October 9, 1940, 54 Stat. 1061, 31 U.S.C. 71a,
237 (1970), as amended by Title VIII of Pub. L. 93-604, approved

January 2, 1975, M3 Stat. 1965, provides that effective July 3,
1975, every claim or demand cognizable by the General Accounting
Office shall be forever barred unless received in this Office
within 6 years after the date such claim first accrued. Cur
Office has held that the date of accrual of a claim for the purpose
of the above-cited statute is to be regarded as the day the
services were rendered and that the claim accrues upon a daily
basis. 29 Comp. Gen. 517 (1950). We have also held that for
the purposes of the statute filing a claim with another agency



B-155743

does not constitute ftilin it with our Office. B.175711,
Octoter l2, 1972; =4d 32 Co ni. Gen. 267 (19;52). Mereforep
sinCe thne cloim was not received in t's CfGficc wiV41n 6 years fro*
wien it accrued, it is barred.

_We note that it is possible that the claim might have been
forwarded to this Office in a tir-ely fashion, but we cannot over-
look the fact th>xt the c. ,,1ojee nevereleas wzited an inordinate
izount of time before suftattin3 the clae,'. We should point out
that &ay other clai7.3 Vhich hawe not beet sub:-Utted to r Ofrice
and which mi7cht be raffcct.cd by the time lL tation contained in
the Gt.tttC od I 'tt crs r>ahoufld first bc forwarded to our Cla;ns

Division for recor: ~nr, '!!tir rizie 4 of txico AO Ianua1, zection
7.1, £LVt~r x';hich t~r '-.I. I rclvirn~e to -he sAidInistrative ag:ency
for paym~ri-t, denial1, or referral back to &;O £or adJwilcatiom.

Accordingly, the clasim eY not be 2ail.

Paul G. Dembling

ori COIItroller General
of the United States




