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Robert W. Poisal -- Claim for Retroactive
Compensation
DIGEST:
Employee of National Security Agency files claim
with his employing agency in June 1975 for back-
pay for the period for July 1956 to July 1903.
Claim is not received at Ceneral Accounting Office
until January 1976 and may not be considered
since act of October 9, 1940, as amended, prohibits
payment of claim if presented to this Office more
than 6 years after the date the c¢laim accrued.

This action is in response to the reguest for an advence de-
cision by Ms. Irene C. Addicks, a special disbursing agent of the
National Security Agency, United States Department of Defense,
regarding the claim of Mr. Robert W. Polsal for retroactive com-
: pensation for the period from July 1%G to July 199. The ques-
! tion presented is whether the claim is barred by the statute of
limitations.

The record indicates that Mr. Poisal filed a claim for retro-
active compensetion with his employing agency by a memorandum
dated June 24, 1975. An sdministrative determination was made
on September 8, 1975, that the employee had served in a position
warranting an increase, and the claim and supporting documents
were received by the special disbursing agent on October 22, 1375.
The request for an advance decision was delayed because it was
inadvertently forvarded to the Per Diem, Travel and Transportation
Allowance Committee before being received in this Office on
January 19, 1976.

The act of October 9, 1940, 54 Stat., 1061, 31 U,S8.C. Tla,
237 (1970), as smended by Title VIII of Pub. L. 93-604, epproved
January 2, 1975, 83 Stat. 1955, provides that effective July 3,
1975, every claim or demand cognizeble by the General Accounting
Office shall be forever barred unless received in this Office
‘within 6 years after the date such cleinm first accrued. Our
Office has held that the date of accrual of a claim for the purpose
of the above-cited statute is to be reparded as the day the
sexrvices were rendered and that the claim accrues upon a daily
basis. 29 Comp. Gen. 517 (1952). We have also held that for
the purposes of the statute filing & <claim with another agency
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does not conastitute £iling it with our Office. B-175711,

Cctober 12, 1972; and 32 Coep. Gen. 267 (1952). Therefore,

gince tae claim was not received in this Ciffice within G years Lrom
whea it acerued, it is barred.

Ve note that it iz possible that the clainm might have been
fPorvarded to this Office in & timely fashion, but we cannot over-
look the fact that the ensloyee nevertheless waited an inordinate
amount of time before sutmitiing the elaim. We should point out
that any other elaims wiaica have not been subritted to our Ofiice
and vhich mirht be aifceved by the tima limitation contoined in
the giutute of lizitsticns should first be forwvarded to our Claims
Divisica for recoriing uxlur Title 4 of wie GAQ Manual, gection
7.1, aiter vaicn they will te returned to the sadministrative agency
for payment, denisl, or referral back to G0 for eijuwiication.

Accordingly, the claim moy not be paid.
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