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DIGEST:
U.S. InWortlon Agrrcy end UUio0 letinte vge rctcs
for PR.ad~o Teciwucs a Voice of ferica. VXenjcy and
Ullido &;rced to co'.duct wage. surveq ey d d-daent wa>e
schedulep but e.t'crc 8'f.S dv'iyd vhi(le A'nCy' souirht
eaprovel fram Civil Ave Cesctn. b{:ocy nsid
ungLon zxy areI i a;dvar c to eife tive date ox, new
schedule before WA-juut all Intrease is detcnained, thus,
Dev; Vaae rate MZY' bQ imgslcmated retroactively to dste
e.,reed u~qen.

This decision is in reSponse tLa tA rtqueft tron the Uatted
State- Irforntae..tiun Aecncy concer-in; the n.' ^rltt>' of .riin,,e
retrAectivce .,ay icres to. . o 'Teczhnicizim. zm 'oycd at'. tre

Tho .cts, bari.y Inilctite thzt i'g-p- Agcdcri-y old
Locat 141 o0 the h.LLflnsl 'LcF'kraLio ox' Vc dtcl E; AlyQcs (iiFEi)
entered inPt> a coli;loivc bar-nirdse rcnrecent o AUo;,uL 1$, 1)b.
covCrinZ iRndio Tec'zsciprms \;'cjicd at ti~e V'.,ce oft t4r.
Article XI ef the ttc;rct-z:-nt e;t>'Jlmhr$3 a Jo . i@v. e Couacil
swhtch cdr3l and -.c£ rmt;-:a.ono - tIC Chiei, LtueStiC
Service 'cr$x)mntA Dc.-rl, itra^wa en1 the
proposed 6r le s dchucuic t-o be osviUohcd by t-h Chief. The ChLcfo
on behalf of the e10 cncy, dettcmi~l thw tL in. aud coverea of
the Eurvey, c.nduJeLs the survey, mnd, aiter c3iaul tat10n w'tth twie
J'Ant J ge Coua';1i, eCL;LaLshses q wer;c schi:3ule. Tihe st.ziission
from Lbte A r-y rtates t.c-.t oi A:.')ri a 157.7>, the Joilt ' e
Couil recomended thpLt a we.4 survey be iiplcmented stcdLntely
und that the newly estelished rates be iipler-cnted on July 1I

1975. The A;,.ency stat s furthcr:

:'uiegnet did not oppose this recmwaleudati.on, but
did recognize its then beAieved ob igation to obtailn
U.S. Civil Service C ni.>sion ae'rsval to coadvct tha
survey in June, as op)joo5Qd to the past practice of
conducting a new survey in 14ovec3'er of each calendar
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The Civil Service Cozissiou responded by letter dated August 27, 1975,

that the Couission has no outhority to approve or disapprove tLe

Agency's request since the vPge-hfK1n&g tethanim was estabflsred under

a collective barg&niing a&reement, and, as such, it is outside the

Criii~sion's autlhority with rcsect to wnge setting for prevailing

rate vtwicyete. See Pub. L. 92-312, 9(b), 86 Stat. 574. The Ancy

in its submission concludes by sitating that it su??orts the unlcn's

request that the iciw rates, :.';ich resulted !rom a wage survey ordered
on August 23, 1975, and conducted In Septcaher 1975, be =ade retroactiva

to July 1I 1975s if it is lithin the authority of the Agency to do so.

The unions Local 1413 of NFFL, bas aI1so written arguing that the

Agency hbd egreed in ?lay I075, that the effcctive dote of the wige

survey irould be July 1, 1975, that the Ageucy then Rcted err.'neousLy in

first seecAing Civil. Service Comiissioa aprouva1 frr conducting au early

wage surnry, and that the effective date of the neq wage schedule ahould

not be delayed du6 to the Agancy's erroneous acti.ins.

Our Office has held thAt an SenThy and a union may agree in

advance on an eifective date to bejaeat a neLotiated wage zch'ldule,

even though the exact amouat. of the increase has r.4Lt yet been determined,

so long as the effective date is saet ni earlier than the date of the

preliminary agreezmeit setting that date. See B-1cSi3, t.ovcmber 23,

1975, and cases cited therein. We sFmilarly i-cld ti.zt the parties czn

also agree that an arbitrat;or may set the effective date of a wage
increase uhere ucgtitiatinns betweeu the ageacy and tie uanin reached

an imp;asse. A1l_' 7, Aori3 14, 1976. 55 Co:m. Ca. ___. In the

present c&se, it apveears that the parties agreed in advance that the

effective date of a new wage schedule w-uld be July I, 1975, and that

a delay resulted fromu the Agency seekin- the approval of the Civil
Service Coaissioa.

Accordingly, we have no objection to the icplcmentation of the

ww wage schedule effective July 1. 1975.

H.F.KELLR

4cFi Comptroller General
of the United States




