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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITEO STATES 
WASHINGTON. D.C. :<!O!i.4l1, 

.,183651 

The Bo1J,Ora~l. J4UIJ T. McIntyre 
ActinS 9irector. Off:1ca of 

Haoas--t awl Budget 

DEC 28 1977 

This letter rupoMe to the: reque$t of your office tOT our eotEllleuts 
on possible aendmenttt to li .. R. 8saS. 95th Cwgress, • bill wh:leh if 
ecacted ~uld create Office. of In.pector General iP a number of agencies. 

w. ara 1n agreemeut with all of the modifications to R.a .. 8588 
propo.ecl by your offiee to raol ... objectioll8 r.a:t&ed by the General 
AecountiDi Office and other Federal agencies to certain prov1.iOns of 
tbllt bill. ~e are especially pleased with the proposa.la 'Which would 
alilltill.at. fra the bill those SeeUOl\8 requiring each Inspector General 
to IUbmit report. directly to the Congress without review or cOtmlent by 
the .Ieney head. Ve believe tht.~ 1f H.R. ssaa is ataended in accordance 
with the propoftd 81IeQaenta, 'eilac,tment of tha bUl would. be very be.nefi
cial. 

'We would. stUl like to 8« a furtl1er modification which we. pr'8'17ioualy 
reeOtaUd.ed to eongre... We believe the title "lnap.1:or General1 • should 
ba broad.a1Utd. to ~IOff1e. of Inspecto% and Auditor Ganeral." The present 
t1tl6 _ggeata the Inapec:tor GeneTal has the lnvatigat1ve function but 
do .. not i1'ldic.ate h1I ra.pousibU1ty '10% the full Kope of a'l'ldit. in
cluding .ud1ta to dettmaine. f~ial integrity and eorapl1a.nce with per
tinent lan and regulAUou" audits to identify b,eff1.elencies or _steful 
pnctieu and audits to usus effectiveness in Mhieving progru goals. 
We u-. concern.ed. that unless the investigative and audit fuactioD8 are 
given. equal empbaail ill the title, the audit function uy be subordiMted 
to the imTeatigat1ve fuuc:t1Dn. This could wentWll1y veak6n the audit 
structure of tha affected ageru:ies. We believe the noaa change W8 have 
suggested would ret:a1n the impact of the title "Iuspector Ganerallt lihUe 
il'U:U.eAting that this off:1c1al is also responsible for audIt. 

~e also suggest deletiu.g the words I1fully and c:.urrentlyH frOM sec
tion 1(3) t "fi1ch states that one. of the purposea of Gstablishing Offices 
of IUBp«.tor General is to keep the Congress fully and currently infoTllled. 
OMI baa already propOsed the duet1cn of Hfully and currently" fram 
section 3(a) (4), which defU.ribea the Inspector General's duties and l"e
Spona1billtie.. It would therefore seem coa.i8ten~ to delete it fyom 



I 
I 

! 
I , 
I 

~j 
j 

1 
~l 
~ 

I 

1 

i ,. 

L 

905 

.aetj,Qn 1(,3) . The use of 1'fully and currently" in section 10) appears 
to b~ ~ 'lY'utige of the pr evious iuteut. a f the -bUl t o have Inspecto}:'s 
General ilIIub'ltlit r e.ports directly to the Congress without .review by the 
&geaey hea.d. Rel!Ioval of th. phrasQ would _ke it cl earer tb.a.t th~ 
lDapector Gene:ral w rka for the ase-aey heald~ not the CC:U.lgr6ss. 

tJa ~ote t.hat the reference in t ·b.eproposed new subsect.ion 4(a ) (5) 
of tbe bill to w bse!Ction 6(e) should probably re.fel' to $'ub",eetion 4{c) . 

Also tor your eOlUJidera t1oQ. we enclose our comments concerning 
.eetion 5(-.) (3) subP'>.ena authority that ve jJrovidedtha liOu;$e Govern
!DeIlt Operations Comlldttee with respect to the same provision in U.R. 
2819. We' believe these ccmaents stUl apply . 

Finally. va suggest that tha bUl 1nelud.e a prov1JJion to amend 
the.ol'ganiMt1on and operation of tl)e Offices of Inspector General in 
the Department of Health, Education and Welfare a.mi tlle Department of 
En.rgy t o c:.onfOl'tll 'to t h. agencies included :in n. R. 8528. 

b loaure 

Comptroller General 
of th~ United States 


