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MATTER I -
B1aine D. Buntrock - travel expenxe incident to

01GEST: house-huntiag trip

Cimiaa ewloyee of Bureau of ndlian Affairs who
condu ctd a house-hntig, trip incident to an
official transfer of duty station without follow-
ing the procedures *at forth in section 7.3c of
OM~ Circular No. A-56, which required that an

v(W: esploynt agreent mt be signed before trael.
In commu1eee end pZrmanent change of travel order
has been ismied which includes authorization for
the ivwsd trip may not be reimabiursd travel
expenses for sueh trip.

g This ix in reopons to a request by a Certifying Officer of the-'
'ited States rt t of the nterior, Bureau of India. Affairs, for
an adancedecision as to the propriety of certifying for payzent the
tvel voucher in the amunt of $152.02 in favor of Mtr. Blaie B. Duntrock/
pr,3enting expenses of a house--uating trip prior to his permanent charge

ofstationfrom Eagle Butte, South bakota, to Wahpeton, North Dakota.

1 aing the Period from Azugt 21.23, 1972, 1r. bwitrock conducted a
bnting trip under a travel authorization ispied by the (acting)

,P rinleadnt of the Cluyeane Bivtr Agency, for travel from-his official
ttiton, 34. butte to Wahpeton and return. According to the Aberdeen

Finance officer's form mwn dated September 18, 1972, the Agency
litendent did not have the authority to ite the authorization, as

# tisauthority reats ith the Aberdeea Aria Office Branch of Peroonnel.
.!h travel order issued August 31, 1972, autoirising the permanent change
;08 .ttion signd by the lrdeen Area Personnel officer cotained the

'<7'Folloig atent:

tcuaehunting trip eade 08/21-24/72* not authorized as trans-
yS refr date not Establiuhed and E>.oyment Agreat not signedtr9+> until o8/25/7'2.

. reord further indicates that the houwe-hunting trip, for which
raiou..nt 1is raqwsted, was performd prior to the employee's sigming

n% irod empaqymant &p mmnt, thereby violating the presaribed

`7 d-,F,7e..0 0.
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S' -roqqiid by tb Office of Maageret nd dget C r ( )

pJ A 0, * ',on 7.3c .va

In th* preamt .se Mr. Runtok wav madvied by his superviao that
-. house-hunting trip wa authorized. His spervisor, however, did not
:e the authority to grant ci sWprqval. -We have held that in the

of muthorization prior to of the trip by an official
gtod with authority to gret nuch authorizatin, house-hunting trip
^,"l@ mnot b "r.imbnwsed. B. B, Jaz1, 1970i B T97

S ) 6, 1970; R-175&VfJUly 210, 1972; ,B-179449,t'November 26, 197,3.

Uwivr/5 U.S.C. V214(a)(24)sich is implemmted by 0MB Circular
:.<<Joe A-t56 fion 7,eYlsad Augus 17, 1971, in force at the time in
qaatieu, an eqvloye4 and his spsulse my, under appropriate circurstatces,

imident to a perwanent bhang. of stUtion, be autborixed one round trip to
'S466 permanent residence quarterb at his nev duty station. Section 7.3c $

' 0ofo Circ#lar No. A-56 provides as toluwsv:

"(c) Authori.atian prior to trip. The trip for find-
img resitenae quarters shall not be made at Governent
expenmse wxms a parinent chnga of station travel order
has beon isw ud which includes authoriistion for the round
ItrI mode of transportation and period of time allowed for

.W the trip, specifies the date for reporting at the new cm-
ciii atatlos, and imdictea that the !Mlo has BiAMe

t red W.-0 t An. employem shall be in a duty ata-
tug-d;rims 'b* authorized ro~d trip period of absence."

,. (~w(auis added.)

Decisions of thls Office have interpreted these provisions of OMB
C a A-" mqreqilring, with respect to advane. hose-hunting

trip, tht ea ont agrement must be signed and the travel in
q.tstiam =at be officily authorized before the house-huntiag trip is
taken if the e 1oyee is to receive reimbureement for expeses incurred.
8s 3-l679W8qfovember 5, 1969.

Th.TOe Sre tce eiemmtaices in which postapproval may be granted on
ths bauis that certain edministrative ors have occvrred. Hovever,

4dmAatrative wrrOr which my be retroactively corrected to increase or
doerasI bafetita allowable to eaployeem are those which relate to a
ulr. to fcU1 the ;eeflic intent of the authorizing official. How-

in this oao the Almri= Ara Office BDrnch of Peronael wm not
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,w~a~ted or reque atod to authori,. Mr B-unt37-' Q a-- e--. tifg trip i-l

norvastherequinit@ advanlce employment agret=ent *'I'rd.

l~ysns ,nor as t errrudr o41 necption to the rgulatory

4awiamnt of OA~n =tbirization occurred. See ! .B-168 797, ,r ch 6

reUiTW3tofdne

-

- 'f- .j i,.': .

in yiew of the foregoing, the VoDUcher my not be certifed for
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