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Claim of Taisavall Afe, SHl, USHrnf?per diem ang
travel cxpeuse:}

l, MNavy memver wno was transrerred on August iU, 1973,
to Flect Reperve at. Naval Alr Teat Center, Patuxeat
River, Maryland. and yho was authorized to procead
by auto with «..endenvs to port of ecbarkatlon (San
Francisco Intevnational Alrport), for further tryanse
portation to howe of selectfon  (Pago Pano, Amevican
Samoa), and who arrived at Naval Supply Center, OQzk-
land on August 1% to allow tizie to process shipment
of vehicle prinr (o departure from San Franclisco
International Airport on August 18, is not entitled
to per diam nor to taxdcub fares incldent to dellvery
of vehicle for shipment overseas sinee 1% was for
personal reasons and not on puolic business,

2, Nayy member who is entitled to mileage allovance
fov travel of dependents from Patuxent River,
Matyland, to San Francisca Internationa) Adrxport
ané from there to Taflina Mrport via Government
procured transportation may veceive veimbursement
for taxicab fare from Taflina Airport to Pago Pago
in accord with par, M7002-3, JTR,

3, there Navy member's dependents traveled froa las:
permanent station at Patuxent Rivexr, Maryland, to
port of embarkation, San Francisco Xaternational
Alrpork, on mileage basis, vnd from there via Gov-
ernment procured transportation to Taflina Afrnort,
port of debarxation, and trony there to Pago Pago,
home of selection via personally procurad taxicab,
reirmbui'sement may ba made for baggage handling
ewsonses incurred in San Francisco and Pagoe Pago,
in acconvd with par. M7002-3, JiR,

This action .13 in innponu to letter (£filé roference CTN13/1CH3

ceb, 7220), dated August 17, 1973, from the Deputy Disbursing Officer, = :

Naval Air Test Center, Patuxent River, Maryland, requesting sn advance
decisfon aa to whether Taisavali Afe, SHl, USNFR, is entitled to
payms..t of per diem while awaiting transportation at San Francisco,
Callfomia, and to reimbutsement for taxicab fares, baggage hendling
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and tips {ncidant to travsl to his homs of selection, Papo Pago,
American Samoa, The recunst was forwarded to this Office by
endorsement of the Per Diem, Travel and Tranaportvation Allowanco
Committee dated October 19, 1973, snd has heen assi~ned PITITSG
Contral Ho, ¢3-48, |

t is stated that the member was transferred to the Pleet
Regerve at Haval Alx Test Center, Patuxent River, Maryland, on
August 10, 1973, and that, on that date hia and his dependents
proceeded to the nort of embarkation (Samn Franclzeo) for furtiher
xransportation to hiz home of aclection (Paro Paro, Amevican Samoa),
I ia stated furkher that they arrived at United States Naval
Supply Center (NSC), Oakland, California, by private automobils
on Aupusyt 16, 1973, '~ order to allowv reasoniyble time to nrocess
shiprent or tne macnsr' ¢ vehicle prior to their departure from
San Francisco on Auwpsr d, 1973,

The tembex's travel voucher lists the following as expensess
August MY, 1973 ~ taxicab from Oakland (NSC) tc motel (§5.09);
August 18, 1973 « taxicab frox Onkland to San Francisco Intexrnational
Alrport ($7,50); and August 18, 1973 « taxicab from Taflina Adzport
to home (Pago Pago) ($7.50), In addition, claim (s made for hag-
gage handling and tips in San Francisce for §1,50 and in Pago Pago,
for $1.50.

Although paragraph M4159 ofESLe Joint Travel Regulations authore
. 4zes payment of pev diem for transoceandc travel, the deputy dise
bursing officer expregses doubt as to whether this provision also
applies to the dalay at San Francisco., Also, since the travel was
partly at personal expense, and partly on Covernment procured transe
portation (Transsortation Reauest), the uuestisn arises as Lo whether
vreimbursement or expunses vuch as taxical fare, haggage handling

and tips is authorizad, .

Section A4 of title 37, Unitad States Code, provides thak
wnder vegulations prescribad by the Secretaries concerned, o manber
of s uniformed sorvice is entitled to travel and transportation
slicwances fox travel performed under orders, “Accordingly, paxe
AN IPH-IBUI0=I=of~the Joint Travel Kegulations provides that membrrs
ars entitled to tvavel and transportation allowances only while actu-
ally: in a tvavel status, and that they shall be deemed to be in o
tvavel status while performing travel away from their permanant
duty station upon public busfness, pursuant to competent travel

. ardezrs,
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Section 406 of title 37, United States Code, provideg that undav
regulatiorny prescriball by the Secretarlea concerned a wenber upon
change of parmsnent ;ﬁkfﬁon is entitled to transportation in kind for
his uependencs, to reiu§urseueuc THETCLOTe, OF 4 wonetary aiLiowance,
Pavagvaph H7)09 of tha Joint Travel Regulations provides that a member
on active duty vho is scparated from the service or relieved frono
active duty will be entizied to ‘cransportacion ror his depenvents not
to cxceed the distance from his last permaneant duty station oy tha
place to which the member elects to receive travel allowances for his
travel,

Parsgraph H4159 of “he Joint ?ravel fegulations which pertains tao
perymanent changs of station travel, to, from, or bstween poirts outside
the United States states as follovsy

"1, GUHERAL, Ewzept as specifically provided in
subpars, 2 and 3}, s member travaling under parmanent
changa=oi~atation ordervs {incluiing separation from the
Service or relief from active duty) to, from, or betwuen
points outside the United Htates, which ovders do not
specify group travel or direct travel by a specific mode
of trangportation will be entitled tos

"L, the allowances prescribed in par,
M43150) oxr M41l34, as applicable, for
the nfficial distance between tin
old permanent. station und the ep~
propriate aerial or wiater port of
embarkation serving the old duty
atationj

"2, transportation by Govarmment alye
crafit oxr vessel, if avallable, other«
wize Government procured transporvtation
. 0¥ reimbursement far transportation
procured at personal expenas for the
transoceanic travel fnvolved (sen
subpax, 4), plus par diem, if applicabla,
{n accordance with Part F; and

"3, the allowances prascribed in par. M4150 or
H4l54, as applicable, for the official dis-
tance between the appropriste aerinl or watex
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port of debarkatfon nsrviny the }-
new station and the new perwanetlt 4
station," :

Paragraph M7002-3 of the Joint Tvavel Regulutions (Change 246,
August 1, 1973), provides that when transportation in kind is furaished
dependents upon permancnt change of station or the membax {5 yeimbursed
for the cost of such transportalion, he is entitlod to reimbursement
for the cost of taxicab farc between places of abode and carrier tere
minals, betveen carvier terminals, from carrier terminals to lodging
and return, when vaquired by unavoidable transportation delays, which
are beyond the control of the dependents, as well as to ti., cost of
transferring baggaze when itemized and the numbar of pilaces £{s shown
ip the clain, provided that receipts arxe vequired to support any claimed
{tem in excaess of $15,

Paragraph M7002~3 further provides that the foregoing items of
axpense are not reimbursadle when dependents traval on a monatary
allowance basis (miloagas) except in connection with travel batween
two points considaered a separate leg of a journey when monetarvy
allowance in lieu of transportation is not payabla batween those tuo
points, including from the permanent station to the port of embaxrkation
and fxom the port of debarkation to the home of selection,

~Xhhe Govarnment's obligation in regards to the member’s vehicle is
limited to traasporxting it between an sppropriate port in the United
States and overseasys in accord with paragraph HLI1000-2 of the Joint
Travel Raepulations! Fherefore, the delivery of his yehicle at the port
for shipment oversess is a personal matter, not on public business, and
pey diem may not be authorirzed in connection therewith, nor may exnenses
incident to such dellvery, such as the taxicab fare from Oakland N3C
to a motel 4in Oakland, snd f'rom Qakland to San Francisco Iuternational

With regerd to reimbursement for taxicab fare from Oakland to San
V'rancisco Internatiompml Adrport, it appears that since the membar is
entitled to recaive a mileagn allowance for travel of his dependents
from Patuxent River, Maryland, to San Fruncisco International Airport
and that transpcrtation at thaot latter location via taxicab was not
neczessitat ! by unavoidable transportation delays beyond the control
of his dependents as requirad by paregraph H7002-3 of the regulations,
this: expense may not be allowed, Howsver, since it appears that the
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mumbar obtained travel on a comron carrier at his own expenss
from Taflina Aiyport to Pago Pago, in accordance with paranraph
H7002-3 of the regulations, he may be reiwmbursed for the taxicab
fora kotuson thoze tio nointe 2nd in accordancne vith nayanysnh
H7002+3 reimbursement ncy be made for bagyage handling expenses
incurred in San Prancisco and Pago Pago,

The questions submitted are answered accordingly,

Couptroller General
of the United States
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