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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF' THE UNITED STATES 

WASHIN!a't'ON, C,C, 20$48 

OEC 3 '373 

'lho a:caorabl• , 
TP leonta¥Y .,f the Ar., /Y 

We r•fctr to r•tt ll()'AS (IQ.)-$> dated Aupat :u. 197.3, frma th• 
Aei:tui •••at.at: ~put, for Mat:e:t-i-1. Ae~~iOlll; ~upoudin, to the 
procffi: of fM'HllO¥U.t.ioa. Se'.t"tic•. tuc. •1· UA<lttl' t!J M.7403-13-l!r-0129, 
vbieh wu is•Md fo-r •hutU. 'but ••m.n betwll.ffl u'l'Uin po:f:a.ta ln 
AJ,aau.. 

'11w CONPGY nuaintaut that .Ulf apparent 1.ow Iii« fo'r th• requited. 
t'l'.U,Ortattn eatvtcu •hbulil aot 1'aff be.eo, =-Uand Hnreapeuiv• 
for failit11 to contain • Utt of tu i.uau t'.hat t'M· ~ wuld wre 
iu P4tdoniace of th• ccnt~u.t.· fle IDWSt apu for th• 1'•••cu •tated 
btiOW• . 

n. reqmd ••nice ttr• l'At forth J». :1ebei\llU nA./1 
'
1:S/1 ed 

~tt of tb• In, .. pert.itteitt~' 

0001 Turn.ieh; 8\1¢ile •~ aetric• 
in M.cot4ac.e vith S$C.d.w •·7 • .. 
* •• 

.)65 da 
(froa July 1. 1973, 
·th~ J•• 30 .. 
1914} 

OOOUA * * • trom. tott o:..ty to 
ratrhlnb, Alalka ad retutn • • ~ 

0001 Yunds4 Uh~tl• Dt:W ••n~• ~ 
accoi:daee witb $.ctia '1' .. • • • 36$ ci. 

OOOW. • " * f,._ '.Port Or•Gl.Y to 
hl ta .Jwac..tion ad :re~t'n ft * • 

tfr~ Jtiily lt 1973. 
th:ouah Jwe 30. 
19741 

.•••' :,:;·. 
-·.f .·. 
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'UBM NO. 

0001 1umuh Sc.l:ux,l ha tem-ees * * • 
at lol't er.ely in ueorda¢e vith 
Section '1'. • * • 

0001.AA fl * * place: t>f re$1-d6uee to 
1<1rt Greely school .and nturn .. ri 

106 cbt 
[ftml). NQV6111ber l, 
1913 t:hr4ugh 
April 1.5,. 19741 

Sectiou ~•,•~. of th• 11» "'8Cribed .in deu.ll Cha. ey:pu of bUlu that volil.d. 
uet accept.able Jd.ntm. ataa.dar-da for th.a •emc:• =<!u u..ch •dt~e. 
the laat ••tece of par.a.1~h .5 of t:llat section »tl.lteid: rteontractor 
•tate• t.he f ollOW'ing buau vill be ~ 1'A p•rl~.c• of thi• e>trtract. ,t 

Your bidderat Sturgeon trauporta.d.on. Company. Alaska Motor Co•ch~i 
'ttauaportatis Senieu., atld 'tl:SUII Stu&mt Lino a.ublldtte..d. bids by bid 
opcung on June 7, 1973. "tr_,.portamn S1n1q-. vu appcreat low biddel" 
on actwiule 11A.U- and on ache~• n,an ,rid rte, it coml>Ud. Th.o cmapany did 
not, hWff•r,. list the 'busu it would us• ht ,.rlo?'MiU& the eontnct. mt 
observe frc:a ~ abs.tract of bids that tuna Studat liiuu cl.so .. : did. not 
fumish •\ieh a list. Because. the. contracting ofti.Qer dll!.cided that this. 
omission r«udered Transportation Se.mcu• bid ni:m:ru~i:v.e. he njectad 
ita bid and. IU@ aeparate avuda tor •ch.•dul• lt:AIJ mid for achedul• ·•B 11 

and i•c,u ecnabin.d, to tlla next ~est hidden .n June 21. 1.973. 

Un.lea• --.tbint <m ~ face of tbe bit lllldtl, red~eat er 180dif1.ee 
tti. obligation of a proepecttve cott.tucte>¥ to pe-rfot'II tn .accol'dattce -with 
the ttttM of the in-,t.tcttion• the. \,;id. JaUat \l$, couUered rupomd,vt. 
49 COt!ll). Gen .. 5.53'11970), SAA ¢Be& dt«d tb«ein.. llere, ~~rt.a.tion 
Services wqu.allfie.dly -of'f-ehd to 111.Nt. -all tequi~ta for th& aervica, 
includi,;s.g -ia1~ r~uir~ta fqx the;· b\lS'u to be uaed tn fumbhing t,;'i<,e 
••tvi~.. Ita bid flNSt, thet'tfon., b• ccm,tider.ed rQponsive.. 

further. v. think. the t6ql,lir~ for liatiu& bu.J¥. to- b• used in. 
the aen-ic• related to the c.a-pacity and aM.li.ey of prospective. contraetora 
to •IJl'ply ~u.irod buses end·, thus, wu • aatt•-r of ~ibility,. 
s-. )--178969. J'uly l9, 1973 {53 ✓C<m1P• Gan. __ ) i B-168396-, 'February 2, 
1'70 •. rua t:elation is. ~fir1-.d by the fut tt:iat tb:e contract is 01'1.e 

fol' the furniahin.3 of a-errl.ces and not for the furushing -of bun.a• 
except u .a incidet to fu:ttdslting th4 setti(!.•• So Uaai~d, tlie fatluc 
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of & bidder to list busae to he used in the service does not affect tho: 
obligation to furnish the service with buse.11 'l!leeting the minitnum -pre­
scribed requirements. Whether a bidder c.a:n furnish the busaa he i8 
otheNise obligbd to furnish is a s~rate question to be ~red in 
deciding the responsibility of the bidder. 

Thi~ca•e is therefo:e distinguishable frmn the situation in 
B-166255,. Auguat l, 1969, cited in the administrative :repo-rt, when 
bidder• 1'1et.t required, as p,at't of their bids,. to identify offered 
prod.ueta having "Qualified Prc:'lduct:s List" atatus .. The contra.ct was 
one for furni9hing "Qwu.ified Products ListH products,- not eerrlceso 
Thus., the failure of the apparent low bidde?' in t:hat case to identify 
in sote,e way the qUAlif ied product it tv.as- itltendin,g to offer affected 
its obligatiota to deliver a qualifitkl product,. and its bid was properly 
rejected. as nonresponsive. 

It is therefore our eonclusie1n that 'rran8portation Service-st bid 
1hould not have been rejected without a specific c!etend:nation. t.ll!lt. 
the ec;,mpany wae no:nreeponsible. Sea lr-168396, BUpra. 

Consequently, we recommend that the coutract:1.ng officer immediately 
request Tranaportati<>n Serviees to confim,. in writing, that i-t will 
accept award at the prices and on the t~ffiS set forth in its originsi 
bid far the eerviee• 1f ma.de -within ,o calendar days fl'o?ll the date of 
thb decision, or within the tiine deemed n.ee•sS3..l'y by the contracting 
ot'f ieer to: (1) make responsibil!ty detennf.na.tions (Jtt tha company 
both for t}le current period and the ol"iginal ltW.ard dat~. (2) terminate 
for convenience the existing serv:tee coutract(s) for ·those scheduie(s) 
on. which the comp.any vu low bidd.er, U-l)On a finding that Trauportation 
is responaible for both points in time; .atld (3) make awrd, if otherwiM 
proper, to the cot11.pany. If this ~8Uran.ce 1s obtained and the company 
under appropriat.e. procedures is found t~-be responsible for both points 
in time, trua contracting of'ficer 11hould imediately cu,:y -out ,.t_he . 
additi01l41 steps in th~ sequence listed. · 

Our Offic0 1.'0Uld apprec.inte being advised as to th-e action taken 
with respect to thi& ~ecot=endation. 

Sincerely yours, 

hul. G. DembHng 

-;er tkle, CO!Jlpt:rollt!t' General 
of the Uuited States 
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