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The Honorable

The Sacretary of the Army BEST DOCUMENT AVA“_ABLE

Dsar Mx, SBecratary!

Reference 18 wade to letter DAEN-GCH dated June 29, 1973, with
~ enclosures, from the General Counsel, Office of the Chief of Engineers,
recomuending relief for Tuouhs & Co., Inc,, Fairbanks, Alaska, for an
error mada in the bid upon which contract NHoc, DACABS-72-C-0078 is basud.

The. solicitation upon which the contract ims based i{nvited bids for
the conatruction of National Cuard Armorics at thres sites: Gambell
(schedule A), Goodnows Bay (schodule B) and Savoonga (schedule C), The
fovitation provided that tha Govermment wvould furnish transportation for
supplies, materials and equipment and invited biddern to specify the
amount of tonnage that would be shipped. Tho invitation atated that any
tonuage over the msount stated would be shipped at the rate of $100 per
ton to bo deducted from tha contractor's camiungs,

Tha Toombs & Co., bid in tha amount of $73,910 for aach of schedules
A and C wa3 the low bid, In the space provided for the indication of
tonnage that would be furnished for shiprmen :'by the Government, Toonbs
inserted "- 0 -," The Governrent estimats was $125,000 for each of the
two schedules. :

The Board of Awards ruvieved the Toombs hid and suspected the
poasibility®of en ecrror bacausa of the bid prises and the indication that
there would be no tonnage for shipment by the fovernment. Toombs was
requestad to verify the bid pricas, There was no indication in the
request for verification that an error was suajrected also becausc of the
tonnage watter. Toombs verified the bid prices and an award was nade to
it for schedules A and C,

_ Subsequantly, after the amount of $8,790 fur the cost of tonnage
was doducted from the final paymont to Tooumbds under the contract, Tooumba
allegad that it made an error when it indicated that there would be mo
tonnage for abipnent and requested payment of the $8,790. Such paynent
doss not result 7n any change in the contractor's status as low bidder,

gince it appears from the record that thd vequest for verification
prior to sward £ailed to disclosa to the bidder the complete basis upon
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wvhich an erro

¥ in bid vas Suspacted, ye CORnCUL With the yeeq
of the General Coungge and tha cont

mmendation
thae contractoy,

U that relfef ahould
Biucaruly Yours,

Paul @, Dexbling

For the Comptrollar General

of tha United Statep
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