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B-178361 July 30, 1973

D.EB.W,, Incorporated
216 Hexrveck Drive
$an Antonio, Texas 78213

Attentions Mr, Del Wurzbach °
President

¢
!

Gentlenens ' -

By letter dated April 23, 1973, and prior correspondence, you
protested against acceptance of the late bid of, nnd award of a
contract to, Wright Adlr Conditioning, Plumbing ard Heating Company
(Wright), under invitation for bids (IFR) No, F4.006-73-B-0079,
{ssued on January 29, 1973, for certaiun sair conditionlng work at
Randolph Alr Force Dase, Texas, . .

Bids sutmitted in responge to the wolicitation were opencd as
scheduled at 2100 p,m, on February 28, 1973, and your firm was the
low bidder, At 9315 a,m, on March 2, 1973, Wright's bid, sent by
certified mail, was received in the Procuremsnt Division of .
Randolph Adlxr Fovce Base, The postmark on the ¢nvelope indicated
that £t had' been mniled on February 27, 1973, from Kansas City,
Missouri, Since no avard had yet been made and the bid had been
transmitted by cartified mail, the contracting wfficer advised
Wxight, pursuant to Armed Services Procurement Regulation 2-303.6
(n), to furnish certain information concerning the time of nailing
to determine whether the bid was properly for considerstion under
ASPR 2-303,3, which provides in pertinent part:

(a) Cixcumstances Pearmitting Considoration for
Awaxrd of a Late Mailed Bid, A late mailed bid
vecelved before award may be considared for
avard only {f

(1) 1t was lcnh'by ragistered mail or by
certified mail for which an official
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dated post affice etamp (postmark)

on the aviginal Recelipt for Cextified

M . Mail has been cbtafned, and it s
determiuned that the Fatonesy was due
solely to a delpy in the mails (based
.on evideace obtained puvsuant to (D),
(c), and (d)) for which the bidder vas
not vesponsible;

LV

(c} Cartified Mall, 7The time of mailing of a late
bid, mailed by certified mail for which a
postmaxked Rocelpt for Certified Mail was
obtained shall be deemed to he the last minute
of the date shown,in tha po:tmark ¢ such veceipt,
except vhere w W

(11) " an ontry in ink on the Raceipt for
Certified Hail, showing the tivie of
mailing and the initiala of the
postal employee receiving the item
aud making the entry, is appropriataly
varified in writing by the post office,
station of mpiling, in which case tha Co
time of mailing ahall be the time showm .
in the entry, w w &
(8) Delivery Time, Information concerning the normwl
time for mail delivery shall ba obtained by the
= '+ procuring activity from the postmastor, suparine
tendent of mails, or a duly authorized reprasentative
for that purpose, of ths pos; office serving that
A activity, When time permits, such iniorwation sihall
. be obtained in writing, (Underlining supplied,)

The record indicates that Wright furnished the necessary
documentation establishing that its bid wav nailed by certified
mail from the South Troost Station, Kansas City, Misspuxf, at 8130
a.m,, Pebruery 27, 1973, Furtharmore, the linited States Postal
Sorvice at_Universal City, Taxas, the "post office serving that
activity [ Randoiph Alr Force Baae/" was contacted and the
Polhmnsrcr acknowledged that Wright's bid could normally have been
veceived at Randolph Air Force Base, Texas, by 1130) a.w,,
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Yebruary 28, 1973. Accovdingly, the contracting officer detarninad
pursuant te¢ ASPR 2+303,3(a)(i) that Wright's late bid was properly
for qonsidevation bacause it vias sent by certified mail end "the
latenesa was dua solaly to a dolay in the malls (bayed on evidence
obtained pursvont to {b), (c) end (d)) for which tha bidder was not
vasponsible," Wright's did was lower than yours and it recefved
awvavd of the cowntract,

In these circumstances, it 1s our conclusion that Wright's hid
wis properly for consideration under applicable regulations,
Accoxdingly, there 1s no bagis for our Office to disturb the award,

x S{incarely yours,
) . -

¢+ Ee He Horse, Jr,

' ¥ovr the Comptroller General
' of tha United States
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