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WASHINGTON., DOD.C. 20548

FILE: DATE: Aug 1 1978
B-177610

MATTER OF:

IE’ loyee Improvements - Forest Service Mobile
ads

ODIGEST:
Since Foregt Service Hegulation R~8 now requires
upgrading the electrical hooltups at mobile home
pads to 200 anperas, GAQ will not object to agency
agreement with th:ee of its cimnployees, who moved
onto the treziler pads prior to the promulgatioa of
the regulation und wke incurrod personal expenses
ia enlarging the aloctrical hookups which servad
their reapactive mobile homes, for the purchase of
the improvemcnts at a price reflecting their value
t-> the Governmca!, since, if employees removed
their improvements, whick they may ds in the alter-

xtlvo. the Forent Service would have to replace
M,

M, George I}, Breltmeier, Authorized Certi{ying Officer, Forest
Service, United Swatea l.epartment of Agriculture, (his reference 6540),
asks whcther he may certify ‘he vocuchers of threo Forest Service em-
ployece who seek reircburse ment of personsl expenditures for enlarging
the elecirical hookups which served thelr respective moblie homes,

When the employees elected to 1nove their mobile homes on to trailer
pads at the Naches Ranger Station, Naches, Washington, there wae
electrical service but at a much lower amperage than was necded to
operate their mobile homes adequately, Ai the time of their moves,
the smployees were apparently told that “ue trailer padn wore available
but if the eiectrical service was not a1cequate, they would have to bear
th: expense of installing the additional service themselves, Also, ac-
cording to the record, the employzen were apparently advised that the
facliitics installed would be thelr personal property and would not
revert 10 the Government. The three claimants then upgraded the ser-
vice to 200 amperes at thelr own expense,

Subsequently, the Pacific Noriwest Region of the Forest Seivice
promulgated standards, (R-0 Bupplem:nt No. 67 to Forest Scrvice
Manual 84485, 31-3 (February 1978 regulation R-6)) which established
minimum requilrements for treiler parking spaces., These iricluded,
smong other things, 200 ampere electric service to a moter head.
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Becanse the Forest Scrvice sow requires & 306 ampere service
as a minimum, the employces acek reimbursement for the conts of
their improvement, since 8o a remult of their «ffort the spaces
rentcd aow Meet L3¢ povscribod standards,

At least two of the employoes have tramferred sisawhere aad
have 80 need for the lmprovements, Nenethelcss, Uf ast reimbursed
for their comte, they maintain thet mhﬂe the righi to retala thelir
imprevements since they were adv that any facilities installed
would be their persosal property and weuld ast beceme preperiy of
the United States. We agiree with this contention, an we undormand
the electrical equipment is coolly removed and, henoe, Lo ast &
fucture. If, om the other hand, ol o0 shosso 40 leave the
electrical equipment bebind, the GACO will net shject if the Forest
Service decides to perchone the equipment frem the employeces,

We aiso belicve that Yae remaining employee sheuld be afferad
the same option; i. e, & chance to sell the equipmend to the Govera-
ment.  The nevs SGad-d now reqiires traller purking spaces to
include 209 ampere electric service to a meter head and the traller
pad reatal fee on the spaces Lnproved by the empleyes bas been
increased to equal the fee charged for Forest Service improved
pads elsewhery, Simce the claimant could remeve tie improve-
ments, and the Forest Service would bave to upgrede the electrical
service to the pad, payment may be made to the claimest for pur-
chase of the mprovemenis.

The amoust which is allowakie on each claim sheuld be measwred
by the vaiue of the improvements to the Goveramest, The purchage
price should be limited 0 the present vaine of the improvsments,
provided the price doee a8t 2xceed the cost the Feoreat Service weuld
incur to enlary+ the electrical service on each trailer pad if the
improvemeais were not already installed or the amermt laisned,
whichever i the lesper. We have Ast emamined the arscunts of the
individual claires in detail but might wete Mlzodladnm
should probably be disallowed 28 we have becn iaformally advised
thesc are costs that am employve is reguired {n poy in con~
junction with the hookup of his trailer to & metar hoad.
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In accordas~e with the abhove, the vouchere, which we gre
rehu;l:‘ to the certifying officer, may be paid If ctherwice
correct.

R.F.KELLER

Conupirollar General K
peputy} of the Tnitcd States






