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J-177130 February 2, 1973- _. ·::.· 

·Major J. F. Suszynski, FC 
Finance sod Accounting Officer 

.... ~ Office of the Deputy CqI$1anding General 
United States Army Hunitions Command 
Department of the Ariny 
Joliet, Illinois 60436 

. 1 

Dear Major Suszynski: • -! ·.- -~. 

.,. . 

Further reference is ma.de' to your letter of Septenber 7, 1972,_ Yit~ 
enclosures, reference Af.!.Sl.flJ-CJ-FA, requesting a decision as to the pro-
priety of reimbursing Hr. expenses in~urred for the 
sale and purchase of n resident at Independence, Hi$souri, incident to 
a. perm<'.nent change of station which w~s later cancelled. Your request 
was assi~ned PDTATAC Control No, 72-47, by the Per Diem, Travel and 
Transportntion Allowance Committee. 

. :.'. 

The papers supporting the clai~ disclose that Mr. whila ·.; 
employed at the Sunflower Arr:!y Amm!..lP-ition Pl~nt was issued a reduction-· 
:in-force (R!F) letter date . .& April 30. ·i9]1., lrl.th the eff<:ctive date of 
the RIF action to be ju1y·2, 1971.. 0n"Ma.y 4, 1971, Hr. was 
offered· a firm commitnent ·on a position at Camp ?-~cCoy t 'i-.?isconsin. Since 

· this was a firm conmitment of e.~ployme.nt. the er.ployee was notified that 
he had no recourse but to accept the offer or be \~eleted fro::i the place-
ment register. It is stated that Hr. 'l.'as entitled to a t-ravel 
order effective Hay 4, 1971, which would have been val.:1.d through the 
period ending \V'ith his acceptance of the off 1:ir to re.nain in his present. 
position (Hay 14, 1971). He accepted the position on 2;ay 5, 1971, and: 
1113.de arran:;ements th~ sarae day to place nis hooe on the narket. At his 
own. expense he made a trip to C~p HcCoy spending sevcrP-1 days talking 

' '11th the hiring office and looking for suitablo housing for his f.amly. · 
·His arrivnl date at the ne"7 duty station vas to be Jun.'! 1, 1971. Upon 
hio raturn to Sunflower Army £'\m:t.'1.unitiou Pln,nt he -was notified by the 
real estate office handlin:; the-s3la. of .his-hous.e thnt they had a fia 
Commitnent on the sole of hi~ house and tha f:i,.nal pa,<!.rs (Ye assume a . 
contract· of sale) were sii:;ned on :M.:iy 13,. 1971, n.nd the nctual sa.lc took .. 
place July 14, 1971. On V..ny 14; 1971. Hr. vns appro3cheJ by the · :'A 
Comr.umdin~ Offi~er and the Civilian Executive Assistant from Su11flower: '···. :'. 
Army Ammunition Plant .:lnd asked if he would reconsider _his leaving and .. , ..:-: . 
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. accept a t:einstate!:lent a.t Suuflowet: Arny A.i:n1unition l'lnnt until Janu"'." 
·ary 21 1:772. At this t:ix;;e the sale of Mr. hoi:::a was c:liscussed 
snd he was advised thti.t the sale of !1is resi<lence. cq;il.d be ca-rried over 

,,-r for a yr:z.r and that· he could rent quarters for his f~ily until J!lnu- · 
~ry 2. 1972, when he Rgain \mlJld be in s RIF situation and at. t.hat time 
could claim t'aimburse~~nt of e:!penses 1ncidi:Ut .to ~he sale -of hie· resi
dence~ !he typin~ of his trnvel·or<lcrs authorizins tr~vcl .arid trans
portation to C~mp McCoy ~~s delnyed pending his decision ~heth~r o~ not 

. to neccpt reinRtiitet'lant ·at Sunflo·Her Arny A."!i:nui;tltion ~lant •. The 
e~ployce eccept!!d thcreinsta.tc::nent offornn<l ns a result no trt1V"el 
orders vere issued. lie subsequ~ntly ap~lie<l for anJ t.•as appointe't to a. 
position with the Social SecuTity Office in :.i~ansas City, :Missouri, ond 
trnnsfcrrf.?d as of Aur;ust 15. 1971, P.e purchased a new r~s"iclence at 
Independence on Se?tcr:ibcr 3 1 1971. · 

. _,..,. . 

'fuile in.the cas~ presented no change of station order was issued, 
a firm emplo)"i:icnt offer wss made nnd nccepte<l hy Mr. _ and 
cxpena~s oth~r.W'iee pro?er for pP.yment vould heve. been rcd-::!bursed if the 
trnn9fer hr.d been consumti~tcd. Re%.arding the ni:.1~ of Hr.. o.id 
residence, the re.cord shovs that tl:e e~cn~es~ tberewi~h "1ere not 
'incurr"d until clfter the transfer cancelilt 1.9~. 1~o;.;-ever i he had 
entered into tha contnlct of sale. bt:lforc such c2nccllntion. Since such 
contraet :was eniorcer-.ble by the buyer nnd ns ca.rtnin cxpe:nace incident· 
to the s!llc of a reaidi'!nca \.'oµld havq. been .t-c.1r:;burso.ble if the t-ransfei" 
had been complet.ed, such expenses are cllo,..•al·lc .to the e.:>ttent authorized 
by oec.tion 4 of Offic(! of 1·fo.nat;cnent .and Eu:!0'7.t G:lrculnr No, A~56. 

Ordintlrily au c~ployec ~ny be rei.t1bursed eh-penses of purchn9iug a 
residence oDly Dt his nc;.· dnty st~tion upon permanent transfer. llo~-

· ever, inasmuch ns the v:irious Cx?~ns~s \.'ere :f.ncurrcrl B.8 a result.of the 
proposed R!r ~ction f o11~ed by acceptance of tne employment offer and 
the subscc:uent cr.ncellr.i.tion of the tr.:3.nsfer~ -we.consider Hr. 
for the purpo.'3e of residence 1."elocl!ticn, to ·lie in the sa~G pogition · 
th~t he ~ould have. bec!'l. h~d the transfer to Ca;::;p ncCoy, Wisconsin, been 
conau~r.mntcd. Therefor~, eb['cnnea incident to. the riuTchns:i.ng of his new 
rosi<lence -::3y be allowed to the extent authorized by. ce.c.tion 4 of 
Circular ?io • .A-!16. 

.. '· 
The voucher is return~d .he.rcwith for b~ri~dling in accordance. vith 

the foregoing. As indico.te.d in the report 'clo.'tc.d Decelllber 10 • 1971. 
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·of Hr. Uel E. Puett, Chief, 'Homeowners .Aseis .. tnncc and' Disposal Section, 
certain of the expenses incurred incident to the snle .~nd purchn.a~ are 

,;..siot reirJbursable. 
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Sincerely yours, 

PAUL G. DEMBLING .· 

Comptroller General 
of the United States 
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