"COMPTROLLER GENERAL. OF THE UNITED STATES
" WASHINGTON, D.C.. 20848

 B-177130 ' S . Febrﬁary 2, 19737'

~Major J. P. Suszynski, FC

Pinance and Accounting Officer

| .- office of the Deputy Commanding General
,,F ~-United States Army Munitions. Command

I Department of the Army

Joldiet, Illinois 60436

Pear Major Suszynskis
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, Further reference is made to your letter of September 7, 1972, with
enclosures, reference AMSMU-CJ-FA, requestinz a decision a8 to the pro—.
: priety of reimbursing lNir. expenses incurred for the
sale and purchase of a resident at Independence, Misscuri, incident to
@ permenent change of station which was lzter cancelled. Your Tequest
" wag assizned PDTATAC Control Ho. 72-47, by the Per Dien, Travel and.
o Transportation Allowance Committee.

The papers supportin" the claim disclose that Mr. while
_ employed at the Sunflower Army Asmunition Flant was issued a reduction~
- in~force (RIF) letter dated April 30, 1971 swith the effective date of
the RIF action to be July 2, 1971. On May 4, 1971, Hr, was
, offered a firm commitment on a p031tion at Camp McCoy, ¥isconsin. Since
- this was a firm commitment of employment the emplovee was notified that
~_he had no recourse but to accept the offer or be ieleted from the place-
. ment vegister. It is stated that HMr. - was entitled to a travel
order effective May 4, 1971, which would have been vzlid through the
period endinz with his acceptance of the offer to remain in his present
position (Hay 14, 1971). He accepted the position on ilay 5, 1971, and
 made arransements the same day to place nis home on the market. At his
~ own expense he made a trip to Camp McCoy spending several days talking
" with the hiring office and looking for suitable housing for his family.’
M1 arrival date at the new duty station was to be Juns 1, 1971. Upon
his return to Sunflower Army Aumunition Plant he was notified by the
real estate office handling the sale of his-house that they had a firm
comnitnent on the sale of his house and the final psvers (we assume a
contract of sale) were signed on May 13, 1971, and the actual sale took
place July 14, 1971. On May 14, 1971, Mr. was approached by the .
Commanding Officer and the Civilian Executive Assistant from Sunflower: . :
Army Aumunition Plant and asked if he would reconsider his leaving and -
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accept 2 reinstatement at Sunflover Army Arwunition ?lant until Janu—
: “sry 2, 1372, At this time the ssle of Mr, homa was discussed:
~,E' ~ and he was advisged that the sale of als residence could be corried over
| .- for a yeer and that he could rent quarters {or his family until Janu- -
F exy 2, 1972, vhen he again would be in a RIF situation and at that time
could claim reimbursement of erxpenses incident to the sale of his resi-
dence, 7The typlnjy of his travel orders suthorizing trzvel and trans-
portation to Canp McCoy was delayed pending his decision whether or not . -
. to accept relngtatement at Sunflower urny "Amaunition Plant.. The
erployee sccepted the reinstatement offer and.s5 a result no travel
orders were issued. Lia pubsequently applied for ‘and was appointed to a
position with the Social Security Ofiice in Kensas City, Missouri, and
transferred as of August 15, 1971, FEe purchased a new residence at
Independence on Scptembeg“B. 1971, )
Vhile 4n. the case presented no change of station oxder was isaued,
a firm employment offer wss wade and accepted by ¥r. and
expennes otherwise proper for payment would lieve been reirbursed 1f the
transfer hsd been consumnated. Rezarding. the szle of Hr. ° old
residence, the record shows that the expenses’ therewith were not
‘dncurred until after the transfer ca ngallgtipn. Lowever, he had
ontered Iinto tha contract of szle before such cancellation. Since such
contraet was enforceable by the buyer and as certain expenses incident-
to the sale of a residence would have been rcimbursable {f the tyansfer
had been completed, such expenses are allowalle to the exteat authorized
by section 4 of Ofiice of Management and nuﬂ'=t Circular Yo, A-56,

Ordinarily an eauployee ray be relmbursad oxpenses of purchasing a
residence only st his new duty stztleon upon perzarent transfer. Low-
"ever, inasmuch as the various expenses were Incurred ag a result of the
proposed RIT action followed by acceptazce of the employment offer and
the subsccuent eancellation of the transfer., we consider Yr.
for the purpose of residence yelocation, tc ve in the same position '
that he would have been had the transfer to Camp Mcloy, ¥isconsin, been
congummated. Therefore, expouses incident to the purchasing of his new
‘residence may be alloved to the extent authoriﬁed by scction 4 of
Circular lo. 4-56. ;s :

. The vducher is re:qrnedtharéwith for hﬁgﬁliﬁg in accordence with :
the foregoing, As indicated in the report dated Decerber 10, 1971,
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£, Bomeowners Assistsnce and Disposal Section, -

Sincerely yours,

.

3

PAUL G. DEMBLING °

Acting Comptroller General
of the United States
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