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Enclosed .ts a ¢opy of our ctec.iSion of tod•Y• denying the protett 
of Socioraetrlca., Inc.• u~er Rn tfo .• NlH 72-4280(P) • hsued by the 
~ation«l Institutes of H..&lth. . . 

- . 

While ve .have d~ied the ·p-rotest• yoiir attention is .invited to 
the foll.Owing ctr-CUll8tancea whicli; .·we ·.b$lieve. ·require ei::>me corrective 
action.· . 

As noted in the <t.cision. ·o~ly .ABT•s pr~a&i.- which received a. 
coapoaite scor-e of 13 · oot of a ~s&ible loo·~ was deterintned to be 
11lthin the coaapetitlve. range .for. the 'pr«tur-.ent l . price and other f ac" 
tors coneidered .• : Hcwver, the li"~ti>t'd also s'bOYa that the Progr8Ill 
Manageuien.t Officers l:>1 memor.andu of June 14, 1972, to tn• Contract 
SUff 9 •tated: that be would °h*_ ttvery -conceroed .if. ·Any o-rganization 
otl\U' than on.e of the ·top. four ..- alifarded the c~tt:"aet .. " 

1D :tbiti ·t:esud. ·u1 .i~3.8.0$"1l(a>{requti·~• t~t wrltten or oral 
diR~lott~ a'bal1 be c~t-9d With AU re~t'laible off eror s who subniit 

·p;opoaal&.wtthin a c~tit.tive ,_ge• price~ other factors considered. 
ht'therml'•-... tt *1\ould/·be rem~.ed th4t the ,r1ary· consideration in 
negot.iat'ed pr0cur...nt• ta' d!S:cliseto.n• with aft offeror• within a com· 
peti t.tve ranse. $Q. &( t(.} obtain: IUPii1Alm prJ.eticable competition' and 
that 'bol'.derUne proposal• .. should not be aut.om.ltiC:ally excluded ft"t'.>lll 
cQnaideratt.on· if they are.T"UsOMhty ausceptiple of being made acceptable 
by additton~l ol."' e.i.erifyi~g tnfo~ti~n.~. SO ·Col:Dt>·. Gen.· 59(61 U970). 

While th~ determination of ·~et1tiv~ t*nge u prtmutly a matter 
fer the 'pro~tng qeney. to Mke;:the.June.14. stat~t of_.the. Program 
Managesuint . Off 1c.er. topehar . wt t:h- ev-td.enee °* .record. that the second 
rem-eel pro.,Osal ·r~c:uvei,t a compc:)'she· •COl:a of 73 .• :.suue•t that this 
proposal, and peJ:"hapa oth•e.~ :~y. :~a"• ~ r~e.bly auac.Ptible of 
being mad.e accept~bl•. by doi·~uss~. and- t·ha.t ·the propoaal should t 
therefore. have been 'consid_eted to-: b.8 in the co.~titive range for the. 
pt-ocuralilmt. 
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We therefore t .. ecommend that Aet.ion. be taken ·to ensure that 
borderline propos•l• tn future procur~ntt ere not eut(>llMLtlcally 
excluded froa conttdera.tion unle:u they are, ao il\fvior that,JRHninB ... 
ful neaotiatioa• would 'be precludld. See 49 Comp. Gen. 309.flll ( 1969). 

\'he p?Qt.e:•t WU the. ft.bject. of a repo'tt* dated September 22, 1972. 
fl;'om the Dit'ector of Proe\ll'ement and MAteri$1 Men•gement. The file 
fl.ll'Vard• with the report is returned~ 

Sincet'e1y yours 1 

Paul G. llembli~ 

Col!lp~roller Genel'at 
_For tbe of the United Ste.tes 

&aclo1urea 

'1be Honorable 
The Secretary of Heelth, 

rdueatian and Welfue 
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