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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES Re'md rot
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20848

JUN 8- 1366

Mre. Lila D. Beck, Certifying Officer
U. 8. Departasnt of the Interior
Buresu of land Management

Pisld Mrinistrative Office

Building SO, Dsnver Federal Center
Deaver, Ooloreso

Dear s, Beck!?

Baference ia made to your letter of March 2%, 1966, reference
JCAP 11-T10-661, 11-T10=656, 35-7E0-53 (DTI60-2), asking vhather
mmwmmmmwm,muwbe
certified for paymsnt.

The wuchers represent claims for reinbursenent by Iunrest Fund
cashiers for funds expended by them in the total sum of $86.48. The
rirst voucher is for $61.43 and 18 eupported by subvoucher ¥o. 131
for $50.30 and by sudbvoucher Ho. 17‘tfbr$1058 Subvoucher Bo. 131
mmwmamusmmu;mmmmas,
s trameistor redio for $15.75 and & camers for $10. Subvoucher
No. 17k covers amounts expended for toilet srticles and cigarettes.

The items covered by gubvoucher Bo. 131 were given as prizes to
the vimers in a contest &t the Nountain Bome Job Corps Conservatiom
Center, Noumtain Home, Idsho. It is explained that shortly after
the Canter vas opened, the stal’f published g Corpsman Bewspeper and
& conteat wvas held to suggest © name for the newspeper. e prizes
involved were svaxded to the three contestants who sugpested the
three names salected by the Jjudges of the cantest. This claim for
relibursenant iz adainistrativily recommended for payment on the basis
that such prizes "® @ # contpibuting to mrale and recreation are o
cartainly necessary to the success of a Center.”

Expenditures for the Gffice of Beonomic Opportunity for the neriod
here involved wepe erthorized by Public lav 89-58, epproved June 20, n
1965, 19 Stat. 204,7as amendsd. “Pmds provided thereby were svallable - ¢
mmmwumumummmmmm N
Act, 1965; spproved October 7, 196%, 78 Stat. 1030, énd consequently,
mmlhbhtoclrryouttwmmmuotﬂnmq:wty
mum,mmtam, 196h,7*asm 5087 This last-nemed X
act pxovides in section 105(3)‘ W
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"Enrollees may be provided ® # # rgopeational serv-
ices ¢ * ® gnd other experses as the Director may deen
necessary Or appeopriats for their needg. # # &

Waile the contest end the gwarding of prises may have served to
promote morale and as a means of providing “recreational saervices,”
there is no shoving that a program providing for such awards has been
approved by the Director of the Office of Beonouic Opportunity as ap-
pesrs to be required by the Bovnomic Opportunity Act of 1964X Hovever,
ve realize that the provision for recrestional services involves a
large emount of administretive discretion and, since there 13 no
statutory prohibition regarding the provision for such awvards, ve
vill not object to the purchase of the prizes herein questioned. e
feel, hovever, that a progrenm in which valusble prizes are avarded to
{ndividual Job Corps enrollees varrants epecific emamination by the
Director, Office of Beomomic Opportunity, so that if its continuance
is deemed necessary, sppropriate guidelines can be prescribed for
1ts sAministretion. Accordingly, & copy of this decision is deinz
furnished to the Director, Offfce of Beonomic Opportunity, for such
action as he deems desirasble.

ﬂthnardtoqbeclammruwmmrormunuupmded
for cigarettes and certain toilet articles, it is noted that certain
items of clothing and toilet articles have been specifically pre-
scribed in the applicsble Table of Allovance as special purchase items
for initial issusnce to emrolloes. The items bere in guestion do not
appeer in that table snd thus :uet be considered to be items personal
to individual enrollses to be xovided at personal expense if desired
by them. Accordingly, oo besis is perceived vheredby appropriated
funds may be used to provide enrollees with the questioned personal
items and the voucher insofar s it covers the cost of such items may
not, therefore, jeoperly be cartified for payment.

The remaining voucher for consideration repregents a reclain of
$25 expended for the purchsse of flovers. The flowers vere used as
centerpleces in comnection vith the dedication day cexenonies at the
opening of the Job (orps Conservation Center at Grants Pass, Qregon.

e holding of dedication cerexnies and the laying of corner-
stones connected vith the comstruction of public buildings end public
vorks have besn traditional pructices, and any expenses necessarily
incident theretc have generally been charged to the appropriation
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for eonstruction of the building or works. 8ince appropriations awvail.
abls to the Office of Economi: Opportunity are available for the ac-
quisition and construction of buildings and other facilities, 1if the
cost of the flovers 1s adwinijstratively detarmined to be a necessary
cost incidental to the dedication of the Center, the voucher, if
othervise proper, may be certified for psyment.

The vouchers enclosed vith your letter are returmed hearevith.

Sincerely yours,

FRANK H. WEITZEL
Assistan} Comptroller General
7T of the United States
Eneclosures
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