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MATTER OF: rhe grchitect of the Tapitol - Travel Reimbursement
Linigation

DIGEST: aussl limitation cOutained 1a o »iations tc the
Arczhitect of the Capital since 1827, 40 U.8.C. § 166a
{19720), iy applicable cely to regular andt special Gov-
Sraxent pmmployses of that Office, including consulting
mchitecty and engineers who by aature of super-
vipios given them by Fedarsl perocanel ars tantamount
t0 Fredaryl om - ‘Travel by iadependont consult~
ing architects enginvers, whether paid unier a
ctafratt on a fixed foe or Lourly rate basia, crona
Per ¢om Pasis. aré® a0t covered by this limitatdon,

| avedm if tey aeparstely state and are separately reim-

. barmed oy thelr travel expenses.

This decigd-on iz in respouse < an inquiry from George M. White,
Architect of ha Cajpitol (Architect) concerning the scope of the travel
expense limithfiaz wppearing in the annral legislative branch appropria-
tion scts niskimg funds available to the Architect for verious purposes,
abd whether i Ay Limjisd solely to the travel of Government smployvees
or also includsm sOnguiting architects and engineers.

The imitition in guestion firgt appeared in the 1/ sislative appro-
| priation for flige;l Year 1927, mct of May 13, 1928, ch. 294, 44 Stat. 548
. and provided um follows:

"A Riona herein made under the control of the
Architeet oX tha Capitol shall be available fc exponses
of txave. n businosa pet to axcesd in the aggre-
gute under sull funds the sum of §$1, 000, "

This limitaties was prOpased by the Architect upon the recommeandation

of the Comnptrililer Gemeral after 1t was discovered that the Architect

had been makisg dishursements fow trpvel without statutory authority.
tive Eetablishm propriativas Bill for

e - T S - " .. - P . '3t mind + .Y' A g

this provision iy Cogtinued to be it ’uded in <he Architect's appropria-
dang--most rvc2eetly apoeariag in the Legisiative Branch Appropriation
hct, 1878, Pwa L. NO. 96-04, Augast 8, 1#77, 91 Btat. 653, 673, where
the limitation w-as aet at §20, 009,
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Dirkssa Building or the Madison BDaliding,: for example.
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in eitiver the language of he Leagl dative Rytndlishmaent
A tion Bill fer 1927, or the relovent o.r, report
intemded scope of applisation of the travel expense \mmitetion. MNow-
ever, om the 1937 Ast, the fellcwing diocussien
todk piace e travel sxpense limitation botwean
L. J. Dickingon, Nouge Subsesavuitieos Chuirman, and

separate ,
over §1, 000 fer the items listed heorein ghall be sxpendod
in necessary traveling sxpsases?

"Mr. Lysa. I cheuld liks to give you this statanent in
regard to traveling expenges:

Traveling expsaces under the office, by of
the Architect of the Capital, since July 1, 1038

Capitel Bui ropairs ~=-ecncccccccccna -~ §72. 98
Cm“a m ) lm LTI T T YT T Y YT YTy 1Y) ". ‘.
Capitid power K, 192¢-38, stokers, ols --- §00. 94
Impreviag Capitel Grewnda, 1998 cccccvconnee= 3,88
Maintensace, House Office Bulldiag, 1035 ---- 32f.12
Chamber wusic anditerium, Lidrary of

Congress ~~=r=rm=eco~rresceraccnaas concace 147.00

"In connection with the §2. 83 foc the Capitel Greunds, I
seat our landsceps man 30 Heltimore to lesk at some sherub-
bery we wanted te purchade for the Capitol Grounds.
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