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UNITED STATES GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE PRy Sd
WASHINGTON 28, D. C. —

MAR 2 6 1959
Fum

The Comptrolisr General

Appropriated funds have been uzed to pay affiliation fees and
individual entry fces, incinding a twemty-fi e cent charge for use
in fighting adverse firemrms legisiation, to the Secretary of the
Texas State Rifle Association for participation of various mem _era
of the Air Foree in the Anaual Texas Champienship Rifle and
Piatol Matches.

Section 1813 of Title 18, United States Code provides that no

. part of the money appropriaied by any enactment of Congress shall,
in the absence of express authorization by Comgress, be used to
iaflnence any legisiation.

Genersl Provision 632 of the Department of Defense Appropris-
ttem Act, 1958, Public Law 85-117 approved Angust 3, 1957, pro-
vides that such appresriations of the Departmnent ra Defense available
for ebligation during current fiscal year as miay be desigmted

by the Secretary of Deiense shall be avallable for the travel

expenses of military and naval personeel including the Reserve
camponenis and nenbars of the Reserve Cificera’ Training Corps
‘atiending regicnal, national or internatisnal rifle maiches,

Message dated May 16, 1958 from the Direclor of Persounel,
Proeurement and Traiming, Headquarters, Usijed States Air Forcs,
- ALMAJCOM T75/58, siates in Part [:

""Withis currest fand capabililies, you are authorized
to use appropriated fuads in conpection with Alr Porce
spomsared rifle and pistol competitions, to imclude
(1) travel and per diem; (3) NRA regisirgtion fees and
(3) paymaent of NRA referees and range officials.

Message dated August 14, 1858, ALMAICOM 1107/88, relating
g ts participation of Air Force parsommel in regional, natiemal sad
+ intermatioss) rifle matches, states im part:
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'# ¢ ¢ Travel, per diem and other expenses dirertly
related to participation by individuals and teams in sub-
Ject matehes will be charged to appropriations currently
available which normally bear this type of expense. '

It s further stated in message dated January 28, 1950,
ALMAJCUM 389/59, that the term ''regional’ used in cited mes-
sage 1107/58 is defined as a National Rifle Association sanctioned
mateh,

The cited messages amplify the meaning of the appropriation
act imsofar as the Department of the Alr Force |s coacernsd since
in the first message approval was specifically given for the pay-
ment of National Rifle Association registration fees. In the second
message, further approval was given for other expenses directly
related to participation by individuals and teams to be charged to
appropriations curreatly avallable which normealily bear this type
of expense. The third message in defining 'regiomal’ to include
Natiosal Rifle Association sanctional matches, approved paymeni
of expenses {or all such matches. ,

Question ls presemted as to the propriety of the interpretation
by the Department of the Air Force which permits payment of
match registration and affiliation fees fron: appropriated funds
as evidenced by vouchers 42311 and 42312, June 1058 accounts of
M. F. Hinch, symbol B6407.

In the event (it s detarmined that such sxpenses may be paid
from appropriated moussys, further quastion is ralsed regarding
the twenty-five cent charge included in the eniry fees on both
voschers 42311 and 42313, The charge is descriced on page 4 of
the Program of the Texas Staie Rifle Association, as a bill of
rights fee to provide a fund for use ia fighting adverse firearms
legisiation; on page 1¢ of the program, it is shown as a fund to
protect the rights of lirearms owners under the Bill of Rights; on
page 31 of the program it is referred to aa a fee to fight bad
firearms legisiation.



Should payment of the twenty-five cent fee be questioned in view
of the provisioas of 18 U.5.C. 1813 which prohibits the use of
sppropriated moneys to influence lagislation?

(MAX A NEUWIRTH

Max A. Neuwirth
Assistant Director

Enclosures

Program

Voucher 42311

Voeuecher 42312

ALMAJCOM Message 775/58
ALMAJCUM Message 1107/58
ALMAJCOM Measage 389/59
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