
COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548 

y 

"· aorable h'ank Tbompsou, Jr. 
· n, Comnittae on House 
nhtration 
of Repreaentatives 

AUG 3 0 1971 

1 la in responae to Y~tf;. queatlons •~ut the applicability of 
ecent dec11ion, B•l29650:,111ay 11. 1977, relating to the practice 
kin& local currencies available for congreasio!14l travelers in✓ 

••• forelp countries, to 22 u.s.c. § 276c-l (Supp. v, 1975). · 
on 276c.-11'requires the Chaitman or senior member of every House 
nate group or delegation to the InterparUaaentary Union, or any 

r parliamentary organization of which the unt:ted States is a 
r or participant, ''by whom or on whose behalf local currencies 
by the United States are made available and extended and/or 
itures are made from fuuda appmpdated for the expenses of such 
or delegation," to file reports with designeted COD'lllittee chair­

n all such expenditures. 

The pmvislons of 22 u.s.c; § 276e"lf-do not iu and of themselves 
funds available to congreseional groups or delegations attending 

tlonal parliamentary organization meetings. but merely place a 
ting requirement on any groups or. delegations to whom such funds 
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pmvided. our 4eciaion la not really directly applicable, sine, , 
es oot deal with and has no effect on the reporting requirements 
u.s.c. § 276c•l.~ 

.. Our decision could, however, affect the availability of foreign 
• ncies for congnsaional travel to attend, among other things. the 

arU.amenta.ry Union or similar parliamentary o-,:ganizations. In 
regard, our deelsf.on prohibited pUrchases- of foreign currencies 
ongressional ti-~~e.1----purposea using dollars drawn from Treasury 
llaneous nceif1'ts and from the Conmodity Credit Coxporation 
ing fund. However, the decision also concluded that under the 

rity of section 502(b) the Mutual Security Aet of 1954, as amended, 
s~c, § 1754(b)(Supp .. v, 1975)V"'" · 

"**to the extent foreign cur-rencies generated by 
foreign assistance loans, sales of surplus commodities 



and receipts of other GGvexment pmgrammed aetivities 
have not been di.abursed to agencies for their dollaT 
app1'0priated program needs. up to $75. maximum pel' diem 
per peraon ls available under sec.ti.on .50!(b) fo~ con~ 
gressional trave.l needs .. " &•129650,)(Ma.y 11, 1977 at 
P• 3 •. 

Therefore, our deciaion -would affect congnsaional delegations to 
nterpadiamentazy gioups S.n. non .. ~ess foreign countries only when 
hire have been no funds appropriated for the expenses of sueh groups 
· )·delegation.a., and there are no foTaiga currenc-iea •1 mady owned by 
he United State.s available. for consr•$alonal needs. 

We hope this bas been of aasistanee to you. 

,Sincerely youra, 

Comptroller Gene-ral 
of the United States 
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