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Thi• refer• to your leit•r of May 15, 1978. {your reference NTP 
90-1-18-1177), a•lc.ing for our -r4'1ominendation ~on.earning the deaual>ility 
of an appul from. th• deci.aion of th• United Si.tu Dutriet court to-c -
the Dtatr:ict of Aluka m the cuea <>f iteu.ai Peidneula Jor~.J!l v. ~rus, 
an4 Stat• of Alaaka v. AM.ru.a at al., in whieb the Department appured ou 
l>ehalf of thia Off ice. 

All you know, th• po1ition of the State of Alaska in this litigation 
,,., that our d.ciaioli (I>hpo.ition of n...ce.ipts frm Le.ttes of Oil and 
Ga• J.1Sht• Within th• NaU.oQl\l Wildliife Refuge Syate, 55 co.-,. Gen. 117 
(1975h aff'cl ou r.couiduatioll, 1-118678. Jun• 23, 1976) wa wrong and, 
ill addition, that v• lackfitcl jurisdiction to rei;der • deciaiou in thie 
uttc. The dtiaiaion by th• l>iatr1ct CoUrt qr• .. with the State on th~ 
autt.a. without rnchius the qu.••tton of ott j~ied.tctioft. 

Ill aaktns that JOQ represent ua in this mattet", our prlNry cotlceru 
wa with tu attaa.k ora ma jut:iadietion. The Court did Mt rul• adversely 
to ut on that tuue. l!owev.er. ti1l find '&Othing ill the Cotttt'• opinibn 
whtch vouU cav.1• u to cbaua• our view on th• aertu of the case and of 
com-•• • have an lsl~ .. t u baving out cleeiaton autatned on •'PP•l, •tac• sult•tanttal bnefitt to the Unit~ Stath -.re involved. The Duniot 
Court'• btupr•tadon .-u that 90 percent of :bleallfl h<* 1llineftl leaeea 
011 re1erve4 vildlUe r#fua• la~a 1u Alaab gae.s to the State vi.th 10 per
cent aoina to the Un.it-1 SU.tea. Uader the itltarpt•tatiou adOl'ted by the 
O.putullt of th• In~cior and agreed to by this Olfic•, 15 percent of 
tMt tGCoiu wuld bava been avai,labl• to the Unite States. 16 u.s.c. 
I 7ll• • 
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We '1nderetand that tbe Department of tbe Interior haa recoJll!lended 
that you appeal frga the D:iatrict Court'• decuion.. l'or the reaS011a 
1tated abO'I•, ve alao recounend. an appeal. 
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.IULT·ON S.OCO·LAR 

Paul G. Dembling 
G~l Counael 
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