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United States
General Accounting Office
Washington, D.C. 20548

Resources, Community, and
Economic Development Division

B-257247
May 12, 1994

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy

Chairman, Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry

United States Senate

Dear Mr. Chairman:

As agreed with your office, enclosed is information about
the crops on which the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service (ASCS)
made $8.8 billion in disaster assistance payments for crop
years 1988 through 1993. Table 1 presents summary
information on the type and number of crops for which
disaster payments were made and the total payments for
those crops.

Table 1: Disaster Assistance Payments, Crep Years 1988-93

Type of crop Number of crops

Income and price
support 14 $4,961,531,626

“ Price support? 35 1,535,294,298

for which FCIC
offers insurance® 369 1,535,897, 449

“ Nonprogram crops

Nonprogram crops
for which FCIC
does not offer
insurance 847 814,803,824

Total 1,265 $8,847,527,197 II
e

aIncludes $21.8 million in payments in counties in which the Federal
Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC) did not offer crop insurance in 1994.

PIncludes $741.1 million in payments in counties in which FCIC did not
offer crop insurance in 1694.
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Detailed payment information on income and price support
crops is presented in the enclosure on page 3. On pages 3
through 5, similar information is presented for crops
receiving only price support. Pages 5 through 22 contain
information on nonprogram crops for which FCIC offers crop
insurance, and pages 22 through 59 contain information on
nonprogram crops for which FCIC does not offer crop
insurance.

This information was obtained directly from ASCS’ and
FCIC's centralized computer data bases. These data reflect
payments made for disasters in 1988-89; payments through
July 1993 for disasters in 1990-92; and payments through
March 28, 1994, for disasters in 1993. To prepare this
information, we linked data in ASCS’ computer files,
showing payments on 1,265 crops and aquaculture species,
with data in FCIC’s computer files, showing insurance
offered for 51 major crop categories. To link data in the
two systems, FCIC matched these 51 categories with about
400 crops listed in ASCS’' records. We did not verify the
accuracy of the information contained in the agencies’
computer files.

As arranged with your office, we are sending copies of this
correspondence to the Ranking Minority Member of the Senate
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry; other
appropriate congressional committees; the Secretary of
Agriculture; the Administrator of ASCS; the Manager of
FCIC; the Director of the Office of Management and Budget;
and other interested parties. We will also make copies
available to others upon request.

Please contact me at (202) 512-5138 if you or your staff
have any questions.

Sincerely yours,

John W. Harman
Director, Food d
Agriculture Issues

Enclosure
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