COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON 25 rhe
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B=£1145 ' September 11, 1945

Honoyable kalph E. Church,

Houos of hepresentstives.
My dear Mr. Church:

Further refersnce 1 made to your latter of July 18, 1845,
.conosrning the authority for developiny the Sgandard Commedity
Classifiocntion and the appropristions charged "for the cost of
the personnel, publishing end printing.”

 With refersnce 0 thia matter the Dirsctor ;:f the Bureau of
the Budzet has reported ss follows:

"¥sny sgencies of the Govermment use commodity sinssifiestion
in their operaticns. Some uso them in promrement, siorage,
loventory, disposel, and relaied (evermmemt supply opsrntlons,
sand others iz the handling of infomsation relpting 4o preduction,
imports, exporte, &nd dmwatic dietribution. In cannection with
these and mlated functions, & gresi many c¢lasgifioations wore in
existenoe wt the begloning of the war. Bui, In splte of thelr
aveilability, several agenoles wppromched us for asszistance in
developing commodity clsmsifications indicating tiat sxisting
clesgifications did not mset thelr speelel purpotess. The necd
for uniformity and comprehensiveness In clnssificetion becans
particularly urgent in conncetion with the sllocatlion of msterisls,
ths priorlties and limitations upen the production of comoditivs,
and the procsurement of camoditles by our Zovernment departments
‘end by foreign sountries through Lend-leess. To expedite these
various wayr programs, lists ol commodities and detailed commoedity
Information were required.

"fhe Stwvdard Commodity {lessification, which has bsen pre-
pered on a cooperatives lotersgency basis, was developsd to most
the above-mentioned nmeedg. The work has bean done by & mwmber of
interagency committees inoluding representstives from ell Govern-

wont sgeneiss which have need for or intorest in the develommant
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of such & comnodity elesglficution. These comities members have
sgsumsd this work ss a part of or in sdcition to their werk in
their respective agencles buonwse of the need which these agencies
heve for s standard elsssification.

*In this conmectian, ths Bureau of the Budget contrituted
epproximetely eight man-months tims Lo this peoject in sddition
to the participation of two of its staff ssmbers on the fourwman
Steering Group of the technien) committes, which worked coptin-
uocusly eash half day for a period of four months and was primsrily
responsibls for putiing the olassificstior inte firal form. The
preparetion of Velwse II required approximetely eight wmonths work
for vwo clerks, plus full time editorial and techmicel work of four
professicunl staf? members for & paried of two wesks.

"The approxicate totul printing costs for the Stendard Coamodity
Classification ere $18,Z60 for 24,456 coples of Volume I, and $14,453
foy 16,500 copies of Volume II.  ©f thewe amounts, 9,768 for Voluxe
I and $10,425 for Volumwe II was pald by the Wer Production Boerd,
a5 e of the sponsoring agencies of the pro;}ect, bussuee of ite
nesd for gusntities of both velumes in its industry dirvisions. The
resaindesr of the oosts for both volumes was defreyed through sale
by the Superinitendent of Documents.”

The matter of executive dopariments and agsnelee sstiing up
coordinating cammiitees for the purpose of compliling the Standard
Commrodity Clessificatdon for the use of each of suoh depertnente
or sgencies would not appesr to ocontravens the provisicns of 31

U.&4Co 6878 or smxy other etatuts.

The cost of printing referrsd to by the Direvtor of the Budpet
a8 having been borme by the War Mroductlion Board wes pald {rom

funds appropriated in the Urgent Deficiency Appropriation het,

1943, &7 Stat. 432-433, 442, end the Batiomsal War Agencles Appropri-

ation Act, 1344., 57 Stat. . 522638, mg the case may be, erch of
which includes a provision for printing and bipding. As o that

part of the cost of printing which wes defrayed thmuch sales by
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the Supsrintendent of Documents, Sovermment Fristing uffles,
attention is invited to Title 44, U.8.C. & 72, T2& xnd 78, which
provide for the printing and the sale of additionsl coplez of sny
Governmont publication by the Publie Printer. Accordingly, there
eppsars to have been no viclation of law in the defraysl of the
expsnse incurred for printing end binding the sald pudblicstlon.
Bincerely yours,

Comptroller Genersl
of the United States.
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