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Tour latter of May 26, 1967, concerny seetdon TOL Af he Peperi- ol
senty of Btate, Justice, »vd Coammyee, Lhe Judiclary, 2ol velated o -
ngencies Approprlation Agtc, 1967, Pub. k. éﬁgwm, 80 stat. 3}4?9, 1506, N
Thia mfsﬁm resds a3 follows: A
"Bo port of any sppropristion combeined in this
Aet ghedd, be uped for mblici%y o propagands purpoges
not suthopiged hy the Congress.”
You gtste thot while you yealize an exeet definition of “publicivy
or propagonds purposes” ooy be troublesous, you wondered whether ihe
Ganaral Acoownting Office hig hud oecssion Lo cheek on he obseyvince
of this limitation on appropriasted funds., You state oot you would
appreciate 1t If we could furndsh wny informction on this maty
Encloped with your letior, fur our review, spe copies of your core
roapondenes with me WWut of Btate wmm&ng two publications
entitled “Vietnsw Search for Pesce” end “Vigtnem ‘The Other Waz'®.
¥e have on several occogious, in respoose to mwm Pro Men- ~
berg of Congress, consirued the provisions of anti~gpropagends sppro- 3
priation restrictions sindler to or identicsl with secvion JOLXquoved R
sbove. Ve alm congliersd suekh a don in our desislon of Jun- o
wary 18, 1952, 31 Comp. Gea. LSKeopy enclosed). R
s

The legisla . ive hisiory af Public Low 89—?9?&0 nalog o0 explae n,
naiion of ne purpose of seciion TOL.X InsoTar as the Deparusen: of 3
Brate is concerued, e propags: e resiriciion {almos: iden.deal wis 2 ©

section TOL)XEirst appeared i: tue act (Puvlie Low 82-495, sec.ion 603) v
eontalning iis nppropriaiions for fiseal year 1953. However, .he lesw
lslative higiary of tha: set contadng no explanation of Lhe provisicu.

We would asgume, sowever, ‘hai Lhe iotent of the provision i3 Lhe sawe
ag the Invent disclosed by the leglsldative history of a similar provision
gsontained 1o ke Lavor-Federsl Secmiuy Appropriation Aey, 1958, Pub.

sbove, 31 Coups Gen, md In chst fdecision we giuved thaty ‘C@
"Wimilerly, in the legislative nistory of echer ziat- <
usory prowigions liaiiingg wather iusa grobibliing, =he =%
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eapanditure of sung for publicity purpeses, 1t ip lsdicaied
that the latent {a to greveant publieity of a maiure tending
.o snphasize the fmporisnce of the ageney or setivity ia
qusgtion, % % ». ®

Insofar ag the Depariment of HBiate ls coneerred, we note thai the
House Henrings (pipes 2h1-245) on Peparinent of State Appropriationsfor
1967, disclose thoi faods weye requested thervein by the Bureau of Puplic
Affairg for operaciony designed tol

"1. Fuxplain the purposes,souniiuents, and objeeiives
of United States diplomacy snd foreigns policy. This includes
reporting o the public on how the Depariment of Riate
funetions in carrying nut inteysational relations.

*2. Hocourage full end open discussion of policies
and lasues-—giving Governnent officials who shape and ex-
seute poliey the obllgation and ine oppariunity to appear
bafore the public to explain foreign policy end 1o hear

. firgioand whal the public hes Lo spy.

"3, Provide prompt, reEpausive replics to inguiries
or requesis for saalmiance.,

"h, Asgist ihe deily ﬁr&m and other nedia {(redio,
T9, magasines, eic.) in their affarts o ascerzain and
present the facta %o the public.

", Docament the yecord of our country's diplowscy,”

 The Hearings disclose (page 243) that the Buresu proposes to coa’inue
and loprowe commonicailons with the publie byi

". Filling apesking engagesenty and conducting
sajor Foreign Policy Conferences in zetrepolitan centers
a20d Meatings on Foreign Policy in swller poxmunities
thpoughout the couwntry

2.  Berving the dally ncede of ‘be nutdon’s wes
news media by providing informeiion sroundthe-ciock on
news developmenig, arranging press conferences and
riefings, and lssuing officidd public pronduncemgnts in
the name of the Depariment of its iop offiedzis.




152

B-361686

"h. Sncoursging wider and moare effective use of
Bedio-1V in offering programes on foralgn affairs,

- "3, Producing and distributing within the United
Btetes educational films about forelgn policy snd United
States programs and operations abroad.

"6. Encouraging grester attentlon to the teaching
of international relations in secondary schodls,

", Providing prompt, responsive replies to letters
from the pudlic.

"8, Publishing the offfecizl diplomatic history of
the United States.” (Duphasiz added. )

The Report of the House Appropriations Commitiee on the b{ll which
became Public lav 89-797X(House Report Bo. 2160, 89th Congress, 2d Ses-
siom) digcloges that the sppropriation contained in that pudlic law for
"Salaries and BExpenses" of the Department of State, included funds for,
among other things, “pubdlic informatisn and related achivities.” Thus,

the use of appropristed funds by the Depariment of State for the printing

of publications which furnish Informsfion on Toreign relatioms snd the
ﬂ;garmm;'l asperations was authorized by the Congress for fiscal year
1967. o

We have boen informalliy advised by a representaiive of the Depart-
et of State that coplea of the two pummatzm referred to in the
mespmdmea encloged with your letta:r, namely “VIRINAM Search for
Peace” and "VIETHAM The Other War,” are not available. Ve were fur-
they aﬂmed, however, that except for the fmprimatur of the Department
of State, these two publicatlons ave fdentical with twe publieations
printed Wy the Government Printing QOffice for the Department »f State
entitled, "The Search For Peace In Viet-Nan" and “The Other War in
Yistnem: A Progress Report,® respectively. Owr examination of these
lattar two pubiications, which are aveilable for sale by the Sovernment
Printing Office, dlscloses that these publications conteln information
on our forelgn relations and opeyations in Vietnan. Accordingly, in
visw of the availability of the Department's 1967 appropriations for




SEOTTATHEOAT
vl pdal favh
shrsnaeTg ha viiatlided

zatitvidos mardaly

A Ty
RN FINTY
3161686

public information snd related activities as ladicated abova, we would
not in our opiniom have g sufficient basis to comsider the printing of

the publications to which you refer to be In violstion of sectisn T0L
of Public Yeaw 89-797.

We trust the foregoing inPoarestion will be of agsistanoce o you.

Sincarely vours,

FRANK H. WEITZEL

Assistany, Comptroller Ceneral
of the Pnited States

Inclogure

The Honcorable J. W, Fulbright
fhairman, Coumittee on Porelign Relebions
United Btates Henmte
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