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iy memoTerdun dated June 17, 1549, the Fxetutive ULTicer forwarded
here Lor nmaiﬁamtm your messorsndum of Juns 16, 15 Lo him, Telie
tive to the claime of an [ B anployces of
the Garperatien dudits idvision, for mimmwamnt ar the oost of
driverts licenses obtained by esch of ther whills in travel status in
the irgin Islands. The ¢iaim of fr. y IGO0, was allowad
by settlexent of April 12, 1949, while that af Hive 3 Fe55 710~
WD, was disallowed May 11, iPL9, and your meworacdun ia ai’fmt reee
wonds revies of the sotdon taken Ly your ldyision.

It sppesrs what ihe twoe excloyess concermed ware, Ly proper
travel orders, diresoted to groumed to %. Groix, Virgin Islands, for
'em: purposs of condueting an sgedit of the Virgls Islands Company .

“nile there they were furnished trunsportation between tueir nlace ol
m«mmk snd the office of the Virgin Islasds Soupamy, oo the coupany!s
working daye, by cisuffeur-sperabed company car used for transpordin;
offiee maployess t¢ aud {rom work. On ssturdeys, however, tie coa-
panyte amployees, ineluding the chauifeur, did oot werk, and frou Wie
Tacts stated by the ocladsanis il aprears that they were fwced with a
cholee Lebween weing taxicals, ab a probabls cost of &2 per day, and
driviog the company's car, use of which » as nade avallaile to thes
but, wWileh use nedsasitatea purchase of suitongbile drivir's permite wl
2 cost of §1.50 asoh. Lotedls a8 to the axuct distance between the
company's officve and tre employeas? loedgingg are not atabed, bub frua
the fast that the sompany regulurly operntes a ear for iLne purpose of
transporting its workers bto %he office it reasonably nay ve inferred
that the jowrney required "la not suoch 45 wxde by the publie generally
Lor that purpose” within tha terss of paragrapgh U(b) of the Standard-
ixed Government Iravel fegulaiions, 3o that taxicab fare Lor suck
trevel might have been allowside,

e $l.50 items For driver's permits on the employees® cwaose
Vouthern were deducted by the certifying afﬁwr, npox the ground
tat redmbursement camot be sade for & fee padd o & Stale for o
Licenge to sperate a covermmeni~owned vehicle oo official cusivess,
and reclaim woucosrs togrefor were trsnsmitted by bthe loeeative
Dificer to the Ulsdme idvision, in cach ¢ase "sdministratively sipeevec
Lor L), or noy lesser smount focod dut.”

It your relerred-te nsrorasdun, relsrests is sade to 23 Jons.
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Dec. 386, 15 Conp, vene 519, and 21 lonp.e Un. T69. Yhose cases do
not appear Lo be rantrelling, ss the prisary of fiefal duties of thw
amployees in this case did not involve the oparatidn of'motor vehiclus
nd. the pemit L paid wers not thows of & State, 48 mads clear by
15 Gomp. Cem. 519, Congress xay astherize the requizousnt of 2 driverts
license for apamtom of Gyvertment vehicles in a Faderal politicsl
subdivision over which ik Yas Jjurisdietion. IZeetien 5 of the acit of
day 26, 1936.(Ly stat, 1372}, provides for payment by the Virgin
Mlmﬂu Conpany to the acthorities of that possession of smounts equal
bo the ancunt of taxes shileh would be aznessable ajuinwt z private
sorporation similarly situnted, and Por siuilar payments with respect
to any property ownsd by the United tates in the Virpgin islands mhich
is used for ordinkry ’mu:m 8 or cosiercial purposss. The aet of

June 22, 1936 (Ly Stat. L B07), conbaing & broad grant of suthorisy to
the wunicipal ceuccils and legislative asseubly of tas Tirgin msimw
to exarcise legisiative muthority in all matters of local spplicati
including the power to impose and ¢ollest licenwe fees, and to enact
without limitation by thal set, lawe for the proteciion of life,
public health, or public safety. In the fate of the conzressional
intent meanifested by those sots 1t canmet be sald that the requirese: |
by the Islend suthordtdes of & drivertz permit for the operatien of
vehdelew of the Virgin [slands Cospany is not suthorized,

In e 1ight of the foregoing the itex in questim pmrly nky
e regardsd sz sllowable a3 miscellanegus expenditures uoder parwsraph
79 of the Travel Hegulaticns, ihe gase'\beipy one Jor spulication of
the principle stated in 26 Gomp. Hem. 9933, G091, thet any doubt as to
the neaning of partisular languege in the regulations should be
resolved so a# %o give effeet to the overall purpese of relieving
sfficars and saployees of the Covermment of the burden of necsssary
ansportation costs ineident to official travel.

The sllowarces of the dadm is swtaln@d, md you are
directed to lesue a supplemen’ satﬁlwmt of the [ <2 ais,
allowing the Ltem claimed,

The files in both c¢ases are 'raturned 55-1@%1”:&.

Asting Conpireller (eneral
of the United itates
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