COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548

June 12, 196k

This is in reply to your letter of March 19, 196k, coneerning
the disposition of two airplanes offered for sale by the General
Jervices Administration (GSA) on behalf of the Federal Aviation
Agency (FAA), owner of the airplanes. TYou state that the Mississippi
Civil Defense Agency has a need for one of the alrplanes and you ask
in eifeet, m%mmmmmmwmsammmym

cedures followed in this case were proper or whether one of the air-
planes should have been donated to m %ﬁa&iasigg& Civil Defense
Agzency under the donable gmmy urogran,

report concerning the matier, FAA advised us that it
obtained the airplanes in 1960 as excess properity from the Departuent
of the Air Force through GSA. At the time of acquisition, FAA states
that it had an urgent and bona fide need for high performance twine
sngine turbo prop aircraft for research and development project work
and to provide flight training for PAA inspectors. Following scquiai.
tion of the airplanes, the engines and propellers ononeof the airplanes
were updated and an sngine and a propeller were obtained as spares.
This airplane then was used for research and develogment work but
because of undesirable flight characteristics and critical parts
support problems, the airplane was later removed from service.

It is reported that FAA was aware that a number of nodifications
would be required to adapt the airplanes for use by FAA, however, it
vas found that the cost of the reguired modificstions was considersbly
gr@a*eg tiaaa was ariginaliy anticipated and it was ?meny m}m}éé

fwﬁﬁa to m&iﬁ‘y %im adrcralt t ety
E%lleﬁng mwi; aa@:is:{ea, EtE is m@m that ?&A‘ airgz'aft m%
program was adjusted to provide the flight capability for which this
tmof&r@mmmwm@mimwmm?&ﬁeﬁ
and aireraft ineluded in its fiscal year 196k program plans, and dis-
sosal aeticn to have the ‘t%m airplanes sold m& the nroceeds of t!m
sale appllied toward the purchase p ;
initiated as indicated in m letter.

Je now have been advised that all bids received were rejected
gince further study by PAA has resulted in a determination that it has
a need to retain the two airplanes.
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%ga i%a m M mim m ?Waé t:a Ry

ctions author: section m{a) of
4 %emm Act of 1949 (k0 U.8.0C.

Jection 202{e) of the act (40 U.3.0. 483(c)) requires that each
zg@e.y m m&m@&s of property smong wﬁiﬁtﬁe& within the agency
roperty is uo longer eré ?ﬁw the purposes of the sppro-
purchased. Consegquently, since an activity
*ﬁ%%&awwiﬁaﬁgﬁﬁiﬁwﬁ, iﬁﬁ‘m, W%@am
. +y needed by it but no longer needed by the setivity for vhich
ally W e ﬁaﬁm t&aﬁ the %@ﬁ%ﬁm of receipts from
: ogram or activity of the
| renonts %}f Mﬁm

Comp. Gen e £1 requirement in the &et or zmy :imﬁa%iw
in ?:sz mm&w higtory %%;s% an ageney having property that is
2ligible for disposition under seetion 201{e) ot ﬁwﬁ offer such
sroperty for donation io eligible donees under other provisions of the

agly, it is our view that the procedures prescribed in
the a;;gmﬁla é‘%& regulstions are fully in sceord with the apirit and
intent of the aet.

‘nile W issued by the Department of Defense permit
aligible donees to acguire property that properly could be disposed of
under section %§{§§, £ind nething in the sect that requires that the
donation programs be gim precedence over disposal action suthorized
by seetion 201{el.

Sincerely yours,

Joseph Campbell

%f 'ﬁﬂ% &iw %’%&%@

e Honorable James 9. Zagtland
United Gtates Jenate



