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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20548
B

JUL 14 1985

. Richsrd 8. Tribbe
Prector-legisintive Affaire
Trese World Alrltnes, Inc.
1000 Sixtoenth Straet. §. W.
Veshipgton, D. C. 20006

Doar Nr. Tridbes
mmwmmxmakmm T, ;955, in vhich you
sskod about ble legislstive action & revi w poovielion in

Pub. L. 83 mtaﬁ 1958, Te Stat. 850, w.sc*k 66 Vidaton
:owmemmnumﬁamwmmmmmm

e question soriscs becwuse olsims when in the form of orfginel
villings are mwot prosented initially to this Offtce, but to the depert-
went or agengy vhdeh incwrred the obligetion. Althoogh such ¢leims are
promptly presented. sdminipirative deloy in processing them mey sperate
to prevent payment before the time has mm. You flluatrated your iwb
with & spocific cese, involving Trans World Adriines b111 b-3305(61
(GA0 eleim TE-790309). < Tds bAYL, pmwuthmwrmw
April 1961 4o the Depsviment of Commercs, covered sharges on five
mmtmwmmm(mismmwm
Fair enployees. It was firvarded for peyment from comnterpart funds
to the jmericen Exbessy, Ceilrs, Egypt. where the (s were detached end
mmmwm&mm«*mummhmmm
Your Acoovata Beoeivable offics in Bmnsae City then treneforred the
sceount t5 the Oniro nffice. The Calrs office seems to have ¢omplied
with the Dsbessy's requeat and to have pursued the claim di{ligemntly.
he Nabesey. however, hed lost or nigplaced the $fRs. Fluslly, fn @
latter t the Gasersl Avemmting OfCice dated ipril 3. 196h, yowr Ceiro
offise listed the paxders of the missing 0NN and the emounts dus, ssked
to vhat Esbessy they bad been alliccated. and reguested copies 9o thed
the alais could be collected. In e letter deted Aprfl 21, 1964 our
Traoeportetisn Division furndshad the address of the proper oifice in
the Depertamnt of Cxxsawrce to which your bill could be suimitted fur
peyment of any seouat remeining due. In July 196%, the dLll ves re-
stedtted, supported by certificstes in lieu of lost Wﬁ&@n
requasts; st the end of October 1% was oent here for diveet .
kmxﬁs the 311 wae returmed to Trans World Alrlines becsuss
it hall been received in the Seneral Aconmiing Office mm Boveuber 3.
195k, more than three years sfier scerusl of the ceuse of sction.




TR
E: Wit

B3-15T00L

Ve sgros thet the sdainistrative bandling of bidl 4-3385(61)
was & substential Tector contypibuting to the deley in its considfora-
$ton for payment. BHowewer, we do not think that » yroper cure would
be emendment of &9 U.B.C.4. provide, for wemeple, thet timely
receipt of & claim in the appropriate sdministrative egency would
e the statute. The three-yesr statute of liwmitetions, W9 U 8.C A,
66, Teppilies sliks to tremeportetion cleins by the Covernsent awd
sgelnet 1. On the one hand, it iz sn exception to the genersl rule
that statutes of limitation do 2ot run ageinat the sovereigs; on the
other, 31t is an on to the ten-yesr statute of limitations
(R 9.5.C. Tia)lapplicsdle generslly to clainms sgeinet the United States
csoguisable by the Geversl Acosunting Office, Wnile the stetute limits
the Goversment's clains to those mela within three yssrs from the dete
of paywent by restricting the deduction pover to that time spen, 1t
sonfers ot carriers e mors flexdble gpan by providiag for the time
to run from scorual of the cause of sction (ms 1n the illustrative
situation}, from the dste of payment, from the date of refusd of s
overcharge, or from the date of deduction for ag overeherge.

In ordimery circumetances, thres yewrs in more than suffieient
time %@ permit sdninfstrstive payment of & tremsporistion claim. A
change in the lew vhteh would substiitute recaipt In the sppropriete
sininisteative sgency for receipt in the Sensral Accownting Office
eould operete to prolong unduly the time before peid bills resch this
Qrffice for past-auldit and seitlement, persitiing records to becoms stasle
mmmmm”m”mwmmmw »

ons .

Ve heve sought, ia owr regulations, to swphesize to claimants the
nesd for complismce with the stetute. Title 5 of the General
0fffoe Policy snd Procedures Nemuel varms, in parsgraph 6025.10,'Ahat
filing o sleim vith snother sgoncy does sot setisty the siatute; the ;
clafm must be reoeived in cur (ffice within three years of acerual.
Persgreph G0R0.300ffers 8 Lurther precaution: claimants wey file |
claims direct with the Trensportation Division of this Gffies, "par-
tieviarly if ithe applicedble J{hm:wy pariod of Limitations iz about

to expive.” S GAO 6020.40

Ve understand, aleo, but representstives 2f our Tressportstion
Divizicn have discussed the three-yesr statuts om various cecasisus vith
representaiives of the sir cerrier industry. It was dipcusped, for
aynmple, st the 20th Neeting of the Clesring House end Bavenus Accounting
Subcoomittes of the Intermstional Afr Transport Associstion bald in
Bew York City, Novamber 20-22, 1951, sttended by representatives of all
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mejor Awerican end forsign air carriers. In the course of thet weeting,
representatives of our Tramsportstisn Divieion iwged incressed sware-
pess of the threo-yoer limitation on the part of the carriers; auggeeted
wtching closely the progress of bills sutmitted for payment and pressiag
vigorously eny still wpetd tvo suk ope-half yeery sfter accrusl of the
osune of motiom; and, 1f such Hills were not them prospily paid, sdvised
£iling protactive duplicste bills with ocur Offios, siuce the statute
requires regeipt heve,

e wote thet Plile 5 of the Geperel Aceounting Office Poligy and
Procedures Menusl provides, in paregreph R057.507/ that wvhen trepeporie-
tion vequests have been lost or misplaced after they have besn honored
for services. s ¥4l mey be sumitted for paymont supported Ly certifi-
oatas in lisw of lost trammportation regoesis. And if the carvier does
ot kaow the agevey tc whioh the BELL abould be suwieritted, 1t mey be sent
to the Pransportation Division of the Cesursl Amgounting Office, from
whtich 1t will be farwerdad $o the eppropriste agenvy. Undue deley smd
conseguent lons of aniditisment to cherges in sueh situstions suggests
mmmmmmmgemummmwmmm.

Tastancen such ax the present one hesve bden encountared only occs~
sfonslly. The problen semms 4o be aot 80 much one subject o legisnla-
tive correction ss it is oma of obeerving the statutory requiremsnts for
the presentstion of cleims snd of careisy elertness in preaing clatms.

In this situsdion, snd since there sre adequate protective meesures aveil.
able to carviers, w think Jogialstive sstion such ss you sugpest iz

eSO AYY .

The reecrd releting to Trens World Airiioes b1l §-3386(6L) is net
mtirely clear ss Lo vhen the services were sctuslly fNomished and vhen
the matter wus firet brought to the stlention of this Dffice. ¥We have,
therefore wsind sur Trawmportation Diviasion to re-mmine the metter
1a the Light of the thres.yonr statube, sud in duoe eourse you will be

Very touly yourm,
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