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GENERAL, ACCOUNTING OFFICE
WASHINGTON 25

OFFICE OF
COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

IN REPLY QUOTE INITIALS

AUG 1 4 1959

The (eneral Counsel:

Your opinion relative to the effect of the limitation clause in the
appropriaticon ”ﬁm&% %amas 8%&%1&'&1@5“ 1@51, of the Bureau of the
%W: Ueparunen oumaIee sed s m appropri
maés a8 failwas

lishing current census g%ﬁ%&% mm f’&? %}y Im
WM%&W%%M%&WWW%
Classification Aet; printing and binding; the m’s ai‘ obtaine
ing State, municipal and other records; prepara
Zraphs on census subjlects and other work a@ %WW

%ay contract; and purchase, constyuction, repsir, and
refs%al of mechanical and W@l tabulating agzzim’e and
ohher laboresaving devices; 15,000,000 of which $100,000 shall
be avallable exclusively for Wl shipping statistics.”

The speeific gaaatie@ raised is whether the limitation t:f gme,
congbitutes the nmaximum asaount authorized 4o have been expended
yagsel shipplag a%aﬁzs%i@s‘

o the Attormey Ceneral, dea

General, B-1029T1 dated August 2b, 1951,
s with & similar questlon.

E. T. NOLAN

Asslistant Chiefl
Aeegunting Systems Diviasion
B-111392-0.4.

0CT 17
Chief, Accounbing Systems Division L1952

heturned., The general rule that appropriation language such as
that considered here constitubes a maximum amount to be availavle for
the purpose specified to the exclusion of the more general purposes
of the appropriation is not required to ve applied where a different
intent of the Congress is ascertainable. B-107126~0.4., February 25,
1952. The legislative history of the limitation here involved and
other available background information lends ample support for the view
that the figure of $10C,000 for vessel shipping statistics was intended




B~-111392-0 ..

to te the minimum amount available for that purpose. Accordingly,
the general appropriaticn would be avallable to supplement the figure
of 31C0,000 for otherwise proper charges in connection with vessel
shipping statistics.

Frank L, Yateg

Acting Comptroller General
of the United States

Enclosures



