
COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20548 

AUG Z 1971 

We have received a request trom. the Chief, FiseaJ. Section, South­
west :Regional Office, Inte:rns.l lievenue Service (DII) J by letter dated 
April. 2l., l.97l. (reference ADJ'f:mk.), with encl.oS1U'eIil, for a. decililion 
&.IiI to the P!'Opri.t7 of ~t of two vouchera au'bId. tted for :reia­
buraement of parJd.na feea incident to the un of' prl v&tell' owned 
automobil.elil on official bwlinaalil, 8Ad alii to the :proper builil tor com ... 
putina: the pro rata coat of auch fHa. 

the outset we vililh to refer ;vou to 31. U.S.C. sad, the statutory 
authorit7 'W'J.d.er Which thia Office 1"e1ldera dHililions to certi~ of­
ficerlil, which provides u foll.owa: 

~ llahUi ty of certity1ns officers or ellPl.o7Hs 
shall be entoreed in the __ -..mer 8Ad to the _ 
extent u new provided b7 law v1 th reapect to enforce-
mallt of the l.iahilit7 of diabursiD& &ad other ~tabl.e 
officers; aDd they shall haft the riCht to apply for tmd 
obtain a. 4eoiaion by the c::oaptroUer General on tJiI:rI' ques­
tion of law in'YOl.ved in a payaent on &filI'vouchers presented 
to th_ tor certification.'f 

Under the aboft-quoted authority, a eert~ officer is entitl.ed 
to a detililion by the Comptroller General on & queliltion of law involved 

payaent on a specific voucher Which hu been pl"'8sented to h1m tor 
certification prior to payaent of the voucher. wh1eb IiIhould aeeo,mp&ny' 
the 8UbII11i11i1ion to thilil Office. 2l. Comp. Gen. 1128 (19112). 

In the instant ea.... the voucherlil in question haft a.l:ready been 
paid. J'urther, it ia not cl.e&r Wether the official who hu requeated 
the deeiaton ia an authorized certifyinl officer. 1I0l'8l.l.y, we would 
not :render & decision under such cil'C'WlUta.nces. Hoveftr, in view of 

faet that the problem. involved in the inatant aituation ia of a. 
reourr1.ng nature, we are :renderina: our decision to ;vou under the broad 
authority. contained in 31. U.S.C. 74, puraua.nt to which we my provide 
decisions to the heads of departments on any question involved in 
menta which be m&de by that depe.rtment. 





are not a."' ......... ....., ...... 
not &ppear 

of 

Aceo~. it otb.ervin pmper, payment tor the parking pl"0 
rated on the 19-4&1' basis on vouheH in question vas not im-
proper. J'urther, Oftice will obJe" to aomputation of' 
pro rata :parking coat. related to be_ tide use of pr1 vate --for otfiei&l. busine.s on the basi. of the aWlt1::MJtr ot days .......... ,-LLl_ 

period that .spue aetual.lJ' avaU.abla to the ~'J.V,:lV:;;V, 

R. F. I'ellpT 

- 3 -


