COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON 25

August 24, 1951,

48 a result of a recent survey of the appropristion Ilmitatiocn
c@mmi practices and procedurse of your office, it wag disclosed
Bl in the g@zzr wilation Salaries and Expenses, Autitrust Divisi ity
the llmitation for activities in connectiom with rsilroad reparas
tions cases (3125,000) had been oblizated in the amount of (143,254
as of #Zarch 31, 1951.

2:72%% @samgﬁu&tiaﬁ for the ;fm%iwégz Divislon of the Deperitment

the Tis -?m el bﬁlmbiw snd services ag anbborized
section 15 of the ict of August 2, 1ghé, (5 USC S3a),
83,750, iﬁ;@; «,;f which 2125,900 sball be aveilable ez
clusively fovr %""’%\i‘%ﬁé&%ﬁ in compectiom with railroed
reparations cases: Provided, That zoue z}f this sporo=
pristion ghell be expended Tor the establlglwent and
maintencnce of permenent regional offices of the antie
trost Division.®

4t the tlue of the survey, & representative of =y Wlice was
adviced by mesbers of the staly of your Acoousls Zranch thal the
soove approypriation language bad been Interpreted ns a alnlumw
azmnunt "&?;%% *zz&g be expended for rallro ations activities
but that it vas not o maximus and that therefore more than the
ﬁ;spe@z.fz%é amount could be expended for this purpose. There is
2o record that this question has besn referrsd at any time to
thiz ffice for z decision.

The language "4125,000 shall be avallable ezclusively for

activities in commection with reilyoad reparstions cases® earmarks
a s ?@é&‘f&g apoat of smonsy for a specific purpose and wnder the

general rule that there is = specific appraopriation Yor a purpose,
& gemeral sporomrlation which otherwise *ai«’%f’ be charged, is uot
&%ﬁi&%&& therefor iz whole or 1z pavt. 5 Comp. Gen. 101%



5108971

splying the gensrel ““‘&E&, the smount of £125,000 is the naximn
ﬂmz “‘?ﬁiu& sy be expended for railrosd reparstions activitiss
Fuzrther iﬁ%@ﬁ% of the Congress is found in statement in the House
Feport Ho. 336, S0th Congress, on HeR. 3311 (State, Justice, Cammerce
and the mﬁiﬁm Approgriation Bill, fiscal year }ﬁ“‘&%} thet vhils
the Commities was not fully convinced that the railroad reparsticns
srocesdings %&Eﬁ mﬁz such proportions &8 to %wsmﬁ&%@ the
expenditure of 250,000 during the fiscal year 1948, 1%t was, none=
**31‘“}4&3.355, imiszéﬁzg %;ha‘é amount in the appropriation recommended for
the reason that it 41d not in sny way want to hemper or retard just
reémriva to the United States Treasury and %Mi: mggzge had bean
insevted in the bill to ilasure that amount for the purpose for vhich
it was reguested. It is clear that the Commitiee thought that to
reduce the smount might retard the recoveries. In cother words, the
Committee definitely regarded the $250,000 as the maximum.

The direction by the Congress that of the smount appropriated
*4125,000 chall be avallable execlusively for @a%iﬁﬁies in cone
nection with rallroad reparstions ems“ is o manda
precludes the spplication of said amount to any othar purpose.
B-6350k, August 12, 1947. IHence, aag portion thereof not expended
for the purpose specified will lspse as provided by other law,

The inclusion of the 3125,000 here in que tiﬁm in the total
amovat appropriated to the Antitrust Division contemplel
secounting therefor vithin the framevwork of the %ﬁ‘%&l@ %ﬁmg?i&‘i‘iﬁ*z
z2nd the earmarking of such sum solely for the particular purpose
reguires segyesuabion of expenditures thereof in the sanme pauner as
so=-called subsporopristions customsrily are sceounted for.

In view of the language contained in the sbove referrved %
stabute, 1t is spperent Ifrom the agccounts of your %@amﬁw& mat
there is an over-obligation of this limitabion by $13,254.96 as
of Hareh 31, 1951.

I will appreciste your early advice as to any justification
for the sxistence of the overscbligation as well as to the asction
vou inbend to take to aveid a recurrence of such a situastion since
similar language is contained in the appropriation bill for fisecal
reay 19%2.

Zincerely yours,

Coapiroller Ceneral
of the United 3States



