
 
 
 
December 1, 2013 
 
To: U.S. Government Accountability Office, Green Book Advisory Committee 
 
From: International Consortium of Government Financial Management, Adhoc Committee on 

International Auditing Standards 
 
 
1. Is the hierarchy of components, principles, and attributes clearly explained?  
 
The five components are clearly explained. They do not change from “The Five Standards 
for Internal Control” in the 1999 GAO Green Book. The 2013 Exposure Draft clearly 
states that these five components represent the highest level of the hierarchy of standards 
for internal control in the federal government. 
 
As for the principles and attribute, the 2013 Exposure Draft of the GAO Green Book 
clearly states that principles and attributes represent the requirements necessary to achieve 
the five standards of internal control.  
  
2. Are there any internal control concepts unique to the government environment that should be 
in the Green Book that are not currently included?  
 
The concepts are included.  
 
3. Does the framework provide the necessary information to allow program managers to evaluate 
the internal controls for their programs?  

Yes, the Green Book provides the necessary information in a clear way to allow managers 
to evaluate the internal controls for their programs. 

4. Does the Green Book provide adequate criteria for auditors?  

Yes. The Green Book contains the adequate criteria for auditors to review/test/analyze the 
internal controls of federal agencies. 

5. Are the requirements for management to design, implement, and operate an internal control 
system clear, understandable, and adequate?  
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Yes, the Green Book is clear and understandable when discussing management’s 
requirements for design, implementation and operation of an internal control system. 

6. Is the evaluation of deficiencies discussion clear, understandable, and adequate?  

Yes, the Green Book discussion on evaluation of deficiencies appears to be clear, 
understandable and adequate.   However, a material weakness should be defined for the 
benefit of those organizations that are not required to follow FMFIA.  The definition 
should align with AICPA/GAGAS definition. 

7. Are the roles, divisions, and overlaps of responsibility for the oversight body, management, 
and personnel clear, understandable, and adequate?  

The roles, divisions, and overlaps appear to be clear understandable and adequate. The 
Green Book clearly states what is expected from the oversight body, management and 
personnel. 

8. Are the documentation requirements included in the Green Book clear, understandable, and 
adequate?  

Yes, the Green Book clearly and adequately discusses the documentation requirements. 

9. Is there a need for additional internal control implementation guidance? If so, what form 
should it take?  

There does not appear to be a need for additional internal control implementation 
guidance.  

10. Is this Green Book written in such a way to allow state, local, and quasi-governmental 
entities, as well as not-for-profit organizations, to adapt it for their own use? 

Yes. It appears that this framework can be adapted to the above mentioned entities.  
However, it may be helpful to provide an implementation guide or examples for these 
organizations particularly not-for-profit organizations. 
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