ASSISTANT COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON 25

Hajor H. F. Whittaker, F. D.,

Through Chief of Financs,

War Departnent.
Desr Iajor Whittaker:

There has been considered your letter of October 15, 1945, for-
warded to this office by first endorsement of Pebruary 26, 1946,
requesting, as custodian of the accounts of s

s & review of action of the Audit Division of this office in
withhelding eredit in the msmﬁt of $39.92 on voucher Xo. N
hugust 1942, accounts of s representing the net reimburse-
ment to , Q=FEes., for the nse of rail
transportation incident to travel performed from Fort Kebinson,
Kebraska, to Camp Cocke, Califernis, under 1.9-%'-\;{3&“{? of The
Adjutant Genergl dated August 1, 1942.

The said orders of August 1, 1942, addressed to the Comanding

Officer, Fort Robinson, Kebraskz, are as follows:

" . Q. M. Corps, will procesd
without delsy from Fort Re%;insm, m‘zsraska, to Camp Cooks, Califernis,
reporting upo: mival to _ oy Fohioy, for ten-

ty approximately two months connection ALl Amy FeotBall
?em and upon cmg}stzm return preper station stop Authority gz'aaﬁe&
to proceed %o such other places as may be necessary stop In lieu of
subsistence flat per diem of $6.,00 is authorized stop TDN FD

stop Direct officer to bring winter uniforms and other
wniforns and clothing necessary end SPXF®

Kelative to the travel and duty directed on the guoited orders, & Cou=

mundeation from The Adjutant Generalts offies, War Deperiment, issued
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by order of the Seseretary of War under date of April 27, 1943, states:

pfministratively determined thet travel perforwed by il
officers ané enlicted men assigned to temporary duty in comection
with the M 3&3%&311 Tesn wes in comnection with an official
Wer Departzent undertakings for the purpose of raising funds for the
‘¥ Emergency Relief, aaé that participation in athlstic ¢ontests
was only incidental % the mccamplishnent of the project, was mnot
the sole purpose for which the travel was directed and was not for
the convenience or bensfit of the officers concerned."

The basis for withholding eredit for the transportation item in ques-
tion was that the evidence presented in the matter failed to esmtisblish
that the transportation expenses incident to the officer's travel
rroperly were chargesble sgainst appropriated furds.

The Military Appropristion Act, 1943, 56 Stat. 611613, under

the heading “Pinance Serviece, Amy,¥ sub-head "ITravel of the Aruwy,”

nade funds evailable—

“g + % For travel sllowances and travel in kind, as authorized
by law, for persons traveling in comnectlon with the militery aectivitiss
of the War Departmeni, including mileage, transpertation, reimbursement
of sctual expenses, or per diem allowances # 3 #,%

Unless the trawvel in question reasonsbly may be considered as hav-
ing been performmed under competent orders in eonnection with a duly

/#ut}wme{i militery sctivity of the Wer Depariment, no appropriated

funde sppear to be availsble for reimbursement io the officer of the
transportation item here involved.

Fron the context of the abovwe-quoted orders of August 1, 1942,
and the commmication of April 27, 1943, it appears that the sole pur-
pose of 1z travel under the said orders was to enable
hin to partieipate in activities in connection with the raising of
funds for relief under the Army Emcrgency Relief progran whieh, it is

understood, has as iis purpose the providing of funds for use in {the

2id of persennel of the Avmy and their dependents during the war peried.
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it would appear that all of the benefits derived fra: the travel in
question &cerued to the Army Energency Relief program and thet payment

of the expenses of such travel fros appropristed 4

irect peyment of such funds to Army BEaergency I‘i&iisf. Phe

Military Appropriation Act, 1943, providing fumds for the military
shment during the peried involved, does not appear to contain

eny provision that might be viewed ss authorizing expendi
character and in the sbsence of such an appropristion or a showing
thet some duty other than thet indicated sbowe incident to which

tg transportation reasongtly could be considered to relste,
the transportation charges covered by the vousher may not be considered
& proper charge against funds sppropristed in the said acti. Accordingly,
on the present record, the Audit Division action in ths metter is sus-
tained. The smount in question should be adjusted in the sccount in-
velved without &31&3.

Respectiully,

Assistant Comptroller Genersl
of the United States.



