COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON

The Paymaster Gensral of the Yawy,
Buresu of Supplies and Accounts,
davy Department.

ir:s

Tour letter of December 5, 1928, returned to this office
without payment sebtlement certificate 5 issued Yovember
20, 1928, in faver of for 32,000, being
the amound swarded to her by the judgment in the procsedings
in the case of the Tnlited Jtubes wv.
nquity 3141k, TYou all attention to the 8ot of April ﬁ" 150k,
3% stat, 422, which provides:

“# « % That hereafter estimstes for the gag&aa% of all
Jjudgnents sgeinst the United Stetes, ineluding judgnent
indian depredation claims and of Unibted States courts aé&il be
transmitted to (ongress through the Treasury Department es other
sstimates of appropristions are required to be transmitted.”

The Attorney Gemeral forwerded the decres of the court ia

his vase to the Seeretary of the Treasury stating that the pro-
seedings were under the set of April 27, 1912, %7 stat. 93,
this act provides a procedure to gquiet title to lands claimed
by the United States, and in sestion L, reguires that if the
court shall find that thers are any private rights, titles or
interest in the land or water adverse to the paramount right
of the United States, the value thereof shall be asgertsined
and reported to the Congress. The final desree of the court

in the present cese, however, awards to
the sum of 32,000 "to be peid to her as new provided by 39 Stat.
566, 567." The gtatute referred to in the deeree is the act of
August 29, 1916, which makea an appropriaticn of $3%31,000 for
the aequisition by purchase or soendemmation of such lands in
the ?ieinzﬁg of the Yavy Yard, vashingten, D. C., as, in the
judgment of the Seerstary of the Havy, shall be nseessary or
expedient to asequire for additions te the Havy Yard, Said aet
also sxpressly provides that the autherity to purchase or con=-
dermn lands shall include authority te purchase, condemn or
compensate for wharves, bulkheads, structures or other im-
provenents upon such lands as, though owned or claimed by the



aited States, sre in the cseupaney of private individuals, The
aeh expressly provides, 39 stat., 571, "the smounts herein appro-
sriated therefor, oxeept for repsirs and preservation &t Havy
vards snd stations, shall be svailable umtil expended.”

In view of the appreopristiss speeifiecally providing for the
sequisition of the lands in questice sither by purchase or cone
demnation, a2nd the fact that the purpose and eifect of the judge
ment here invelved is %hg sequisition or guisting of title to
a part of said lands, or improvements therecn, the ast of April
21, 150k, su ra, is zwt aﬁ;&iiﬁ&%@iag

The sertificate of settlement is acecrdingly returced herse
with for payment by a dishursing officer in accordance with see~
tienm. 307 of the Budget end Acecunting set of June 10, 1921, L2
stat. 25.

Zespectfully,

(Mgned) J. R. McCarl.

Comptroller feneral
of the United States.

Inelnsure.



