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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES ... 

WASHINGTON 1S 

DIe Seare'tarJ ot U. Interior 

., dear Mr. Secntary: 

/55 
IOv, 

NOV 4 
1953 

" 

furt.ber re:f."ereBce 1& made t& letter ot Aupat. 19, 1953 .. froa the 

.Adldniatrati ... Assistant 3ecntt.al7 ot the Interior, in whioh a dee18ion 

1. reqauted as W CfJriai.n que.titan arising ou.t ot tbe application ot 

tJIe 1'ederal hoper. and Adaird..trat1w Semna .Ac t" as amended, Oil 

t,'M- Dllpar1anent •• operati.ons under the Helium Act of ltiarch 3, 1925, 

/ ulllll8Jldad .. SO U .S.C. 161-166, and on the effect of a pro.poseQ. re-

1i~0Il ot MCt1e l(d) ot the latter act. 

MOl" to ttle amendment of section l(d) of the Bella Act .. see

tian )(13) ot the act ot october 31" 1951, 65 Stat. 7~ proceeds 

ot the diapo8i. tion of b,rproducts of helium procmct!on were deposited 

ill tb.e special hel1ua production tund established bf section' 3{ c) ot 

tba act. Since enactment. otsectlon 3(13) of the 1951 acto-whioh strllck 

au t the spec1l1o au tbori q in the Relium ~ t to dispose ot such bypro

&&eta-the,- haw been dtsposed under the Federal P1"OperV and Admin1 s-

tratLw semON ACt, aa alnended. l'he letter requests a deCision as 

to ..nether t.he proceeds ot the disJlOsi tion of 'b.Yp.rocbcts o~ helium 

operation., the costa ot prodt.ction ot wbich are borne by the special 

heliWll ~ction fund, mq be depoai ted to that.to.nd under MOtion 204(b) 



• 

of 1M ,~ PropertJ *Del ..kDdA1atl'atift SerYieu Act or an required 

to ... depoa1 t.ecI &8 a mi •• llaJteoa.a teoe1pt of the ~. 

Seotloa 204())) 01 '*' led8ral ~ .aDd Mldldstr&ti ... Serna. 
. ~ 

_,- lit U.S.C. 485(b), pro,Y14ea .a lollo1f8. . 

1IIbere the pl'Opel"V vanaterrect or disposed ot WAIl acquire4 br t.he 
\We.ot '.fUnds ai.tber not .ppl'8priateQ bDa the .. ral t\mcl or thIt 
1teUa.zy or ~pri&tedt.htfttl"oa Illt. law ~ble boa usus
MIlt, tax, '01' ether l"fteDl1e or receipts, then tk. ,D.t-p~ 01 the 
dHpoa1 idea OP transter shall be «recti ted . to the re1abtrs&b1.e l'tmdo or 
appl'Opriatl. or. paid to the F"ral'~apnq which .. t.ermMcl .ell 
proptrtr' ta ....... , * * *" . . 

a.. t.h. :t\l.Dd •• tald.1sbed b.Y nettft 3 0 r_ Heliua Act. appun 

w De a ~rNbl ... count 1I1tb11l ·the·· MaDinc: o.t nct.i.on 204(0) ot 
'.' 

t1le J'edatal PJ'OpIJ"V' aDd. ,Mld.rd.et.rilti 'fa Senioea ~Aet., as ...... , the 

proMeU 01 the diapoaition of the ~ota ot'ta. beliua operau'ou 

., .. o.nd1ted to the .,.ial beliu'prodllctioa 'f\Qld~ ~ .. tiOlt 11s ._.rM aocordlDglJ' • 

.. let.te". ot the A&r1 aj a ~ ti w .un.tant Sec.retaJ7 alao' retf11!8 

/'" 
... Cltft. l.~wl' dated *7 ll, 1953. B-114021. tD the Oba1r.mu, c.-

a ..... _ GoWJ'lll81t Operation., Um ted State. Senate, C08eatiag l.lpGa 

• draft .f rn-opoHd lAgtala1oi.on to restore to the Departm_t ~ the 

latel'ior evtaU &iI tbol"1 V lIbich ..... deleted b.Y aeotl.on 3(13) oL tbI 

~ of Oetober ))., 1951. In the aa1d let.te!", couidUati._ .... 8l1ggeste4 

to the C1Mtomen' of cer1a1n language in lien ot that deleWd b.J fbat 

let. Sta.cIllanguaga ..... igned to olarity the respeotlft dispoaal 

-tI:tor1t.t •• of the Seeftt.aqot the Interior and the General Samea 

Achildstz'&t1oa in the _1.ter. It 1s stated in the idmini8tJ'ati_ 

'-:1a .. t Selnt&z7t. le'tter that. the l.an~ 8lig&eated ... t.ae subject 



IS7 

ot ooD1'enac .. bttHell 19pNaent&ti'WU or ,our deplrt.ment and of this 

OIA .. and tta~ it.._ tAntat\'t'8l7 agNed the mat_ 1IGUld be con

•• rablJ' clarified it section led} of the Helium Aa-~ _s u.eDded to 

J"NII .. lol.l.01la s 

",. dS.e,.,.., bT 1 .... Dr sale, otPlVperV, iD.olDcling'Rlla, landa, 
or interesta tberein, 011, gas .. and ~cta of hctl1Ul1 operat.tcma, 
...... t.b&~ PDf*I'V dlttel'1l1ned bt tile Sen.·_tarT or the Intenol' to be 
....... w1WA the lItfI&!ling ot Me. 3(e} of the' J'edaral PnJpe!"Vand 
-.ntttalA.,. aenicu Act, as ameaded, ~ u.a.e., sec. 472(8), sball 
118 'd1aI""ed orin accordance td. tb. the pro1'isiona ot tba t AO~ &lid to 
i'" lea ... 'to the ~ o~ land. or at.l'l:totures tbtl'eOD tor cral'1rtc .r oUler ptilrpo8e. when tb.e am. 'J'JJ1I7 be done wi tbou t intert'eriDg wi til 
.. p ... ellottonot bel1ll11.· 

•• let.t.u' ata •• that tis tentat.tft l.&ngu.ageappMr8 adequatAt it the 

IJIOPU'V dete1"l'ld,ned to be "Uce1\J.- doe$ Dot include propert;r, tbe 

clltlpOe1 tlcm of 1Ib:1ch 1s aece8&U7to&ccompllsh the lIeli\U& Act; and, 

(b) 11 the l&'&:tpage would pend t 1f!JQr Department to perfom oertain 

tnea of •• tiOll. spec1tiOlJ.J..y ".t forth therein. stated to be neceHa1"1 

iI'1 oaJ171ng fmt its responsibilities under the Hellum Act. and to depoa1t 

-Z proM'" fl'Oll such ac1ihities to the credi tot the special heli:wl. 

proUtUOD. Imd.· 

.. laapap tentatiftl1' agreed. upoa would appear to 1.". t.o the 

Seonta17 or thiI Interior the det8ndaation ot.bat propert;,y Bboald be 

OOl1aidered exce8. to the helium prodllc\ion progr&1ll and. it 1. the View 

of t.id.a O.tt1ce that 'the word lIexcesS" therein wou1a not. 1D.Cl.ude Pl'Opel"V 

the d1apoai tloa of whieh ia necusa.r.rto accomplish the parpoaea at the 

JIeliua Act. .iJ.ao, it i8 the 'Via of tbl.s Olite. that Stlch lanauage WOI2lcl 

tub].. the accoapli ._eat of the specific actions referred to in the 

letter and, -ben eonsid8l'ed in CODllect..1on Wi. th sec trion 3 of the Heliu.a 

.lot, 'RlIlld ,emit. the pJ"(!>Ceeds .tro such operations to be deposi ted to 
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__ vedlt. .t'tae. apeca1&llwl1Ul pre_tin. 1UM •. . 

1a 'I'i_ 01' tile· 1 ....... • 1 _ Geaeral ~ Uaird ..... tt_ 

til tale -ttt(er, the Yi .. 01 tba, apftOT ..... l'IIqQMter.l as upl&f.aed 

IIIOtA. l.~ dated Sep~.,.r 1.0, 1953, 8-116731, to JOG. A QOJ17 

fJl tM repon of tbat..-o7 OODC'U'r1IIg genera:J.q with the n ... here:i.Jt 

..,.......b .t-tubed fer JDUr iDtoratiloo. 

S1D~ JOUl"1l. 

~ r;; \. .. :: . ,r"V: . 

. ::,,~~, : (1 ,I;;. W ,. 
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