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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20548

OCT 10 1967
RELEASED

Deur e, Lipsconb:

By latter of Septesber 29, 1967, you forverded a copy of a letter
and attechmects sant to you by the Director of the Office of Zoonomic
Opporiunity conteiming sumssrise of the Sexnate Iabor end Paklie ¥el~
fare Committes report om 8. 2356 which proposes Tocosmie Opportunity
Act smendmswis for 1967, The swmsaries furnished you spelled ot a
strong endorsenent for the contimmation of CB0 and its prograss.

You poiat out that the Director's letter was Jicited; and in
view of tw probiibition of sectionm 1513 of title ited Btates
Coda, pertaining to lobtying with spprooriated funds; you raise two
qestions: Whethor appropriated noudes were usad in sending the corre-
spondence and, 1f §0, whether the section 1913 prahibition bas been
violated. ‘

He have sscertsiaed that appropristed Dunds wers uged 0 prepare
ad pend the correspondenca. However, wiih roapect to vhwiher those
letters thus constitute violations of sevtion 1913 we sust edvise
that since the statute comtaing Cise and lspeisomeent provisioces shich
my be enfovosd caly through judicial crisinal proceedings, it is not
within our Jurisdisticon to determine the statube's spplicability is
any given cirounstence., Whether the statute is to be viewed as resach-
ing tha situation you have btrought to 2ur etbeniico is properly for
consideration, in the first instance, lty the Department of Justice.

ordinerily, ve would, as s matter of pelidy, refrain fyoa voluns.
teering s opinion on & question within the Jurisdiction of epother
office of the Goverrmmat to decide. Bat in the ingtemt cmsa, calling
your sttention o & similar ccomrrencs in 1962 vhich you questionsd,
ve would venture the opindon, in light of the Departuent of Justice.
viewy axpressed st that tims, that it is highly enlikely the Departanent
wald considex the corvespondence to which you now refer as in vicla~
tica of seaticn 1912X Gee 108 Comg. Rec. Buh0-51, whare you inserted
in the record the views of the Justice Deparinent ae contained ins e
latter to you concerning the nomapplicability of section 1913 in the
cAse of a letter sent Lo Hembers of Congress wging support for cer~
tain Peace Corps lagislationm,

Az we previonaly sdvised you in 1702, sur gensrel procedures call
: Tor referring sny indicated violstion of criminal lews to the bead of
he sdinistrative agency involved and to the sppropriste oriminel law
wiforcesent agency for consideraiion. Howsver, la Light of the stebed
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position of the Department of Justice in counection with section 3‘.93.:?<
as it relates to the kipgé of situation yeu briung Lo our abtention, we
do not believe there is any resacnsble basis for soncluding that the
Department will conpider that any erixinel laws have boen violabed.

Therefore, and gince you uay wish to personslly apprise the
Attorney General of the zmatter, we do not plan Lo refer your lebter
to the Department of Justice unless you 80 requesgt.

Bincerely yours,

FRANK Il WEITZEL

Assisront Canpiroller General
of the United Stales

The Honorable Glenexd P. Lipscomb
House of Representatives
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