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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548

M 17 R AUG 17 1965

his is in response te the reguest dated Jure 3, 1965, of your
Assistant Director, Mr. William B, Sweeney, for an expression of owr
views on a question witich has arisenr regarding the insausguration of the
provisions of the Crimipal Justios Act af 1963&, agpmm August 20, .

-

1964, Pub, L, 88-455, 78 Stat, 550597 et

Secumzorﬁmcmmmﬂmwzﬁmmﬁmmaf
the United States Code by the addition of section JOOGA.T The ’
Title 18 section requires esch United States distriet court, w:wh The
spproval of the judicial couneil of the clircuit, to place in operation e
throughout the district a pian for furnishing represeniation for dee =
fepdunts charged with felonies or misdemennocrs who are financisily
wpble to obtain sdequate defense. Provision is made for compensating )
attornaye appointed pursuant to the section and fur the payment of T
persons rendering other services, auch as investizative, expert, ete., T
pecessary t0 an sdsquate defense. The new Title 18%section also imcluldes '
s provigion whish suthorives to be appropristed to the United States
surts "sums necessary to carry out the provisions of thia asction.”

Of particulsr sigaificance is section 37Gf the Criminal Justice Act
of 1964, establishing an operstioss) timetable for the legislative
progran. It is as followges

"Each &istrict eourt shiall within eix wonths frow the
date of thia ensotoent gubwit 1o the Judicisl council of the
¢ireuit a plsn formdated in accordance with sectiom 2 and
sy rules and vepulations issued thereunder by the Judieial
Confevence of the United States. Yach hdietal council shall
within nine months from the date of this enactment approve s
and transmit 4o the Adsinigtraiive Office of the United States N

.Eourzs a pJ.m for each éiamct 1n ite cirouit. Each district =
A & E3d 3 97 3,548 w : ":'1 X F. ke e

As yet an a;;«xzropa-iamm for fees el expenses incurred pursuant to
the act, presently contained in H. R. 8639, O9th Congress, has not been
Gpproved. In anticipation of initiating the sdequste representation
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presenbedes

"If the courbs proseed 3o appoint attornsys and
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h A of the aporopriation for the f
1966 Mm&&y passed by the Congress?”
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Mummtﬁmmwwmwmmwm
no loter tiwn Auguat 20, 1965, the provisions of the set, ineluding the
compengntion provisions, shall be givan effest. The latier provisioms
vzt rebtursement rights in sourt-appointed counsel and others rendering
{nvestizative, expert or other sexviees. It thue sppesrs that with the
placosent of sn ayowoved court plan s gpervation, oblipstions suthorised
wwwwwm“mmmmwmwmmmw
Such obligaticns 2ot precinded by the sbeence of mn
wﬁnﬁm(ﬂﬂ.&.ﬁ. 665) Y and we peroeive mo objection to the use of
funds vhich may be made available for the fiscal year 1066 in the paymest
gmmwmmmnmmmw
are placed v épm to the Criminal Justice Act of 1964,X
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Bill for the yeay,; provided the sporopristion ss sacted is
mmmwmwwmwm&a.%sg*

The question presented is suswered in the affivmtive as to obligas
mzmmmmmm

.z Sinceraly yours,
‘ STAUOD
BRI Te Foh soiidnul, Iiokmmixd FRANK H. WEITZEL

~5MGonGas ofF wolvy et tboegxd Acting Comptrollar General
Viilidallevs mold oe tue United States

The Nonorenle Warven Olney, XTI, Divestor
Mninigtretive Office of the United States
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