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DECISION

Preventive MaintiancWSevrics Oo~ m-panprotesat award of a contract to Del-
JerTiInhchby the'epartient of the Navyiu'ider'inxvitatibnrfor-bid (IFSB)
No. N68711-94-B-0083,'JPteventive contends that Del-Jen's bid pricek are
significantly l6wer thanIthe previus' contractor's, who could not perfdr m the
contract, and those of the other bidders. Because the prices of Del-Jen's bid are
so low, Preventive states that the bid is mathematically and materially
unbalanced and should have been rejected.

mathematicaily'andmiteriiAly ujbini&ddcA. $f6 Is mathnaetically..
unbalanced§Iwh6+c it isbaVs$d on nominal prices'flr'66me of tireitems' ahnd
overstated'rce'rfortlhfritens. Thov 4Cthatia dg'
rnalit~ecma',t-icly :un'b~~al''n , the protester rist offe f videndthtthe bad
contains boih u5vde'rsated ind overstated -pHic`Cs. -OMSE L-TQo., B-237691,
Mar. 13, 1990, 90-1 CPD ¶ 271. As Preventivedoes not allege that the bid
contains any overstated prices, its assertion that the bid is unbalanced is
without merit. i. ALInc., B-241465, Oct. 15, 1990, 90-2 CPD T 292.

Moreover, the submrission of very low or even b'elow-cost prices is not a legal
basis for rejecting the bid. A challenge of a vendor's low prices is essentially a
challenge to the vendor's responsibility, that is, its ability to perform, which is
a matter our Office generally does not review. Id.

The protest is dismissed.
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