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DIGEST 

An employee,  who a t t e n d e d  a t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  a t  a m i l i t a r y  
i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  was s c h e d u l e d  t o  u s e  base accommodat ions,  b u t  
h e  lodged  off-base for  p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s .  P a r a g r a p h  C1055-1 
of Volume 2 ,  J o i n t  T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  
l o d g i n g  p o r t i o n  of per diem may n o t  be paid where a d e q u a t e  
government  q u a r t e r s  are a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t  n o t  used.  A state-  
ment of n o n a v a i l a b i l i t y  of government  quarters  is required 
t o  s u p p o r t  r e imbursemen t ,  and a b s e n t  s u c h  a s t a t e m e n t ,  it i s  
assumed t h a t  a d e q u a t e  government  q u a r t e r s  were a v a i l a b l e .  

DECISION 

T h i s  d e c i s i o n  is i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a request from a n  Accoun t ing  
and F i n a n c e  Of f i ce r ,  D e f e n s e  L o g i s t i c s  Agency ( D L A ) ,  con- 
c e r n i n g  t h e  e n t i t l e m e n t  of a DLA employee t o  be r e imbursed  
t h e  q u a r t e r s  or l o d g i n g s  p o r t i o n  of per diem i n c i d e n t  t o  
t empora ry  d u t y  t r a v e l  performed i n  October  1987.  We con- 
c l u d e  h e  may n o t  be re imbursed  for t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s .  

BACKGROUND 

M r .  Cha r l e s  L. Adams, an  employee of t h e  DLA i n  O r l a n d o ,  
F lor ida ,  performed t e m p o r a r y  d u t y  t r a v e l  for t r a i n i n g  a t  
Keesler A i r  Force Base, B i l o x i ,  Mississ ippi ,  i n  October 
1987. H e  was scheduled to  l i v e  i n  t h e  base bachelor 
o f f icers  q u a r t e r s  (BOQ) w h i l e  a t t e n d i n g  class. However, 
b e c a u s e  of h i s  s p o u s e ' s  i l l n e s s ,  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  for h e r  
t o  accompany him, and he s e c u r e d  off-base l o d g i n g  i n  order 
t o  care for  he r .  Fo l lowing  c o m p l e t i o n  of h i s  t empora ry  d u t y  

l o d g i n g  (55 d a y s ) ,  b u t  o n l y  a t  $6 a day ,  w h i c h  was t h e  cost 
of t h e  BOQ accommodat ions.  

a s s i g n m e n t ,  he  s o u g h t  r e imbursemen t  for  t h a t  off-base ! 

H i s  claim was disallowed by t h e  agency  and h e  appeals t h a t  
d i s a l l o w a n c e .  The agency ,  c i t i n g  t o  p a r a g r a p h  C1055 of 
V o l u m e  2 of t h e  J o i n t  T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s  ( 2  J T R ) ,  p o i n t s  o u t  



t h a t  t h e  quarters p o r t i o n  of per diem may n o t  be p a i d  i f  
government  quar ters  are  a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t  n o t  u sed .  The agency  
a l so  n o t e s  t h a t  Mr. Adams's o r d e r s  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  a s t a t e m e n t  
of n o n a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  government  q u a r t e r s  be o b t a i n e d  i n  
o r d e r  t o  s u p p o r t  any claim f o r  l o d g i n g s .  

RULING 

Under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of 2 JTR para.  C1055, t h e  q u a r t e r s  
p o r t i o n  of per d iem or a c t u a l  e x p e n s e  a l l o w a n c e s  may n o t  b e  
p a i d  u n l e s s  a s t a t e m e n t  is f u r n i s h e d  t h a t  u t i l i z a t i o n  of 
gove rnmen t  q u a r t e r s  was impracticable. I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  
s u c h  a s t a t e m e n t ,  it is assumed t h a t  a d e q u a t e  government  
q u a r t e r s  were a v a i l a b l e ,  and t h e  q u a r t e r s  p o r t i o n  of per 
diem may n o t  be  a l l o w e d .  Ronald  Miele, B-192271, Nov. 8,  
1978.  

I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  case, M r .  Adams's t r a v e l  o r d e r s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
p r o v i d e d :  "BOQ S t a t e m e n t  of N o n - a v a i l a b i l i t y  r e q u i r e d  .'I 
S i n c e  h e  chose t o  occupy  o f f - b a s e  l o d g i n g  f o r  p e r s o n a l  
r e a s o n s  and d i d  n o t  o b t a i n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  gove rnmen t  q u a r t e r s  
n o n a v a i l a b i l i t y  s t a t e m e n t ,  h i s  claim for t h e  cost of t h e  BOQ 
l o d g i n g  a t  $ 6  per  d a y  must  be d e n i e d .  
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