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DIGEST

General Accounting Office will not consider allegations that
more restrictive specifications are needed to serve the
government's needs.

DECISION

Roberts Gordon, Inc., protests the Department of the Navy's
use of amended specifications for an Infrared Radiant Tube
Heating System that the protester says will permit the use
of less efficient and more costly equipment than that
allowed by the standards set in original specifications.

" The protester essentially is complaining that more stringent
specifications should be used. First, we point out that the
determination of an agency's minimum needs is primarily the
responsibility of the agency, and such determinations are
not subject to legal objection because a vendor believes
that other specifications would better serve the govern-
ment's needs. Second, we will not consider allegations that
more restrictive specifications are necessary to serve the
government's interest. Our purpose in resolving bid protest
is to make sure that the statutory requirements for free and
open competition are met, see S.A.F.E. Export Corp.,
B-212489, Feb. 6, 1984, 84-1 CPD ¢ 146; King Fisher Co.,
B-209097, July 9, 1983, 83-2 CPD ¢ 150, aff'd, B-209097.2,
Sept. 2, 1983, 83-2 CPD ¢ 289, therefore, we do not review
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allegations that more restrictive specifications, that would
narrow the field of competition, should be used.

The protest is dismissed.
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