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DIGEST

Protest that invitation included only photographically-
reduced drawings, and that to view the standard size drawings
a bidder would have to visit the installation, is dismissed,
since all firms have the same drawings and the same
opportunity to visit the installation, and thus are bidding
on the same basis.

DECISION

Inited Electric Co. of Brevard, Inc., protests the Department
of the Air Force's failure to include a standard-size set of
drawings in invitation for bids No. FD8650-86-B-0208. United
Flectric complains that the invitation included only
photographically-reduced drawings, and cautioned bidders to
use the applicable graphic scale provided on those drawings
to determine approximate dimensions; the protester states
that it needs to know the precise dimensions involved in the
project in order to submit a proper bid.

We dismiss the protest without receiving a report on the
matter for the Air Force, since it is clear from United
Flectric's submission that the obrotest has no legal merit.
See 4 C.F.R, § 21.3(f) (1986).

In its letter of protest, Tnited Electric admits that the Air
Fforce has made available to bidders a standard set of
drawings, kept at the installation. Although the firm states
that the cost to send an employee to view the drawings could
he built into the bid, United Electric suggests that it would
be inconvenient for the government to accommodate all the
firms that might want to view the installation's copy.

We see no legal basis to object to the Air Force's approach,
as it involves the drawings, to conducting a fair competi-
tion. The agency has furnished all bidders with the same
photographically reduced drawings, and has given all the same
opportunity to view the standard ones at the installation.
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That the government might encounter problems at the
installation regarding showing the standard drawings to

interested firms is not relevant to the actual competition in
the procurement.
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