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DIGEST: 

A union local which represents federal employees 
is not an interested party to protest the con- 
tracting agency's decision to contract for serv- 
ices rather than perform them in-house, since it 
is not an actual or prospective bidder or offeror 
under the challenged solicitation. 

Local 1513 of the American Federation of Government 
Employees protests the proposed award of a contract to 
DEL-JEN, INC. (DJI) under request for proposals (RFP) 
No.N62474-83-R-3001, issued by the Department of the Navy 
for base operating support at the Naval Air Station, Whidbey 
Island, Oak Harbor, Washington. The protest concerns the 
Navy's decision under Office of Management and Budget 
Circular No. A-76 to contract for services rather than 
perform them in-house. The protester contends that DJI 
cannot meet the requirements of the RFP, that there was a 
conflict of.interest in the award of the contract to DJI, 
and that the Xavy is biased in favor of the contractor. 

We dismiss the protest. 

Under the Competition in Contracting Act of 1984, 
31 U.S.C.A. S 3551(2) (West Supp. 1985), and our Bid Protest 
Regulations, 4 C.F.R. S 21.0(a) (1986), a protest may be 
brought only by an "interested party," defined as an actual 
or prospective bidder or offeror whose direct economic 
interest would be affected by the award or failure to award 
the contract involved. Here, the protester, a union local 
representing federal employees, is not an actual or prospec- 
tive bidder or offeror under the solicitation being chal- 
lenged. As a result, the protester is not an interested 
party eligible to maintain a protest. National Association 
of Government Employees Local R7-23, B-221713, Apr. 3, 1986, 
86-l C.P.D. ll 322. 
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The protest is dismissed. 

Deputy Associat‘e General Counsel 




