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FlLE: B_223323 DATE: Juﬂe 18, 1986

MATTER OF: American Federation of Government

Employees
DIGEST:

A union local which represents federal employees
is not an interested party to protest the con-
tracting agency's decision to contract for serv-
ices rather than perform them in-house, since it
is not an actual or prospective bidder or offeror
under the challenged solicitation.

Local 1662 of the American Federation of Government
Employees protests the award of a contract under solicita-
tion No. DAHC44-86-B-0003, issued by the Department of the
Army (Army) for shelf stocking and custodial services at the
Fort Huachuca, Arizona commissary. The protest concerns the
Army's decision under Office of Management and Budget Cir-
cular No. A~76 to contract for services rather than perform
them in-house. The protester contends that it was not given
the opportunity, as required by Army regulations, to partic-
ipate in the commercial activities study and, as a result,
the study did not show the government's most efficient
organization,

We dismiss the protest.

Under the Competition in Contracting Act of 1984, 31
U.s.C.A. § 3551 (2) (West Supp. 1985), and our Bid Protest
Regulations, 4 C.F.R. § 21.0(a) (1986), a protest may be
brought only by an "interested party,” defined as an actual
or prospective bidder or offeror whose direct economic
interest would be affected by the award or failure to award
the contract involved. Here, the protester, a union local
representing federal employees, is not an actual or prospec-
tive bidder or offeror under the solicitation being chal-
lenged. As a result, the protester is not an interested
party eligible to maintain a protest. American Federation
of Government Employees--Request for Reconsideration,
B-219590.3, May 6, 1986, 86~-1 C.P.D. & __ .

The protest is dismissed.

obert M. Strgng
Deputy Assocyate General Counsel
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