THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL

DECISION OF THE UNITED BSBTATES
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20548
FILE: B-222473 DATE: April 22, 198s

MATTER OF: BFI Waste Systems

DIGEST:

Bid that does not constitute an ungqualified
offer to meet the material terms of the
solicitation must be rejected as nonresponsive.

BFI Waste Systems protests any award of a contract
under solicitation No. 629-23-86, issued by the Veterans
Administration (VA) for the procurement of waste removal
services. BFI's bid was rejected as nonresponsive because
it did not constitute a definite and unqualified offer to
meet the terms of the solicitation. BFI complains that if
the VA required a bid to constitute such an offer, it
should have so stated in the solicitation.

There is no merit to the protest. Invitations
generally do advise bidders that they must submit offers
"conforming to the solicitation."” See Federal Acquisition
Regulation, 48 C.F.R. § 52.215-16(a) (1984). 1In any case,
a bid that does not represent an unequivocal offer to pro-
vide the requested items in conformance with the solicita-
tion's material terms is simply nonresponsive and must be
rejected. See Zero Mfg. Co., B-210123.2, Apr. 15, 1983,

83_1 C-P-Do " 416:

The protest is dismissed.

Robert M. Stropg
Deputy Associatte
General Counsel
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