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OIOEST: 

Bid t h a t  does n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  an u n q u a l i f i e d  
o f f e r  t o  m e e t  t h e  material t e r m s  o f  t h e  
s o l i c i t a t i o n  must be r e j e c t e d  as nonresponsive.  

BFI Waste Systems p r o t e s t s  any award of a c o n t r a c t  
under s o l i c i t a t i o n  N o .  629-23-86, i s s u e d  by t h e  Veterans 
Adminis t ra t ion  (VA) fo r  t h e  procurement of  waste removal 
s e r v i c e s .  BFI'  s b i d  w a s  rejected as nonresponsive because 
it d i d  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a d e f i n i t e  and u n q u a l i f i e d  o f f e r  t o  
meet t h e  t e r m s  of t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n .  BFI complains t h a t  i f  
t h e  VA r e q u i r e d  a b i d  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  such an  o f f e r ,  it 
should have so s t a t e d  i n  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n ,  

J 

There is  no m e r i t  t o  t h e  p r o t e s t .  I n v i t a t i o n s  
g e n e r a l l y  do a d v i s e  b i d d e r s  t h a t  t hey  must s u b m i t  o f f e r s  
"conforming t o  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n .  - See F e d e r a l  Acqu i s i t i on  
Regulat ion,  48 C . F . R .  § 52.215-16(a) (1984). I n  any case, 
a b i d  t h a t  does n o t  r e p r e s e n t  an  unequivocal  o f f e r  t o  pro- 
v ide  t h e  reques ted  i t e m s  i n  conformance wi th  t h e  sol ic i ta-  
t i o n ' s  material terms is  simply nonresponsive and must be 
r e j e c t e d .  - See Zero Mfg, Co., B-210123.2 ,  Apr, 15 ,  1983, 
83-1 C . P . D .  7 416 .  

The p r o t e s t  i s  dismissed.  rn Rob r t  M .  S t ro  g 
Deputy Associake 
G e n e r a l  Counse 1 




