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P r o t e s t  t h a t  b i d  was i m p r o p e r l y  r e j e c t e d  is 
d e n i e d  where b i d  d i d  n o t  o f f e r  i t e m  r e q u i r e d  by 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n .  I f  p r o t e s t e r  w i s h e d  to c h a l l e n g e  
a l l e g e d l y  r e s t r i c t i v e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  i t  s h o u l d  
have p r o t e s t e d  p r i o r  t o  b i d  open ing .  

Rocky Mountain T r a d i n g  Company ( R M T C )  p r o t e s t s  t h e  
r e j e c t i o n  o f  i t s  b i d  for  mic rocompute r s  and p e r i p h e r a l  
equ ipmen t  unde r  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  F04612-85-8-0044 i s s u e d  
by M a t h e r  A i r  Force Base, C a l i f o r n i a .  The p r o t e s t e r  
c o n t e n d s  t h a t  i t s  b i d  was i m p r o p e r l y  r e j e c t e d  a s  t h e  p r o d u c t  
i t  o f f e r e d  is i d e n t i c a l  to  t h e  S p e r r y  Model 400 r e q u i r e d  
unde r  t h e  I F B .  

W e  deny  t h e  p r o t e s t .  

RMTC o f f e r e d  a Leading  Edge Microcomputer  which i t  
a l l e g e s  is i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  S p e r r y  Model 400 microcomputer  
b e c a u s e  b o t h  a r e  m a n u f a c t u r e d  by t h e  same company. The A i r  
Fo rce  c o n t e n d s  however,  t h a t  there  a r e  material  d i f f e r e n c e s  
b e t w e e n  t h e  S p e r r y  model and  t h e  Leading  Edge model w h i c h  
RMTC b i d .  

R M T C ' s  b i d  was p r o p e r l y  r e j e c t e d  b e c a u s e  i t  d i d  n o t  
o f f e r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  i t e m  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n .  
The re  was no brand  name o r  equal  c l ause  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  
and o f f e r s  f o r  a l t e r n a t e  items under  a P r o d u c t s  O f f e r e d  
c l a u s e  were n o t  s o l i c i t e d .  A s i n g l e  award w a s  c o n t e m p l a t e d  
u n d e r  t h e  I F B .  

The s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  t h e  microcomputer  be 
e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a 20 megabyte  f i x e d  d i s k  d r i v e .  R M T C ' s  b i d  
n o t e d  t h a t  "RMTC would add i t s  own h a r d  d i s k  to t h e  u n i t  
b e c a u s e  Leading  Edge d o e s  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  s h i p  20 megabyte 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Model MPC." T h e  A i r  Fo rce  found 
t h i s  d i s k  d r i v e ,  t o  be  i n s t a l l e d  by a t h i r d  p a r t y  and 
manufac tu red  by a n  unknown company t o  be u n a c c e p t a b l e .  
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Whi l e  RMTC, i n  i t s  r e s p o n s e  to  t h e  A i r  Force ' s  r e p o r t  
o n  t h e  p r o t e s t ,  s t a t e s  t h a t ,  a s  a n  a d d e d  cos t  o p t i o n ,  i t  c a n  
p r o v i d e  t h e  i d e n t i c a l  h a r d  d i s k  u s e d  by S p e r r y ,  t h i s  d o e s  
n o t  a l t e r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a s  s u b m i t t e d  i t s  b i d  was n o n r e s p o n -  
s i v e .  A n o n r e s p o n s i v e  b i d  may n o t  b e  c h a n g e d  a f t e r  o p e n i n g  
t o  be made r e s p o n s i v e .  S i e m e n s - A l l i s ,  I n c . ,  B-218054, 
Feb. 8 ,  1 9 8 5 ,  85-1 C . P . D .  11 169 .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  
o f  H M T C ' s  b i d  was p r o p e r .  

RMTC's  b a s i c  c o m p l a i n t  t h r o u g h o u t  i t s  p r o t e s t  is t h a t  
t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n ' s  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  a r e  r e s t r i c t i v e .  I f  a 
b i d d e r  w i s h e s  t o  c h a l l e n g e  a l l e g e d l y  r e s t r i c t i v e  s p e c i f i c a -  
t i o n s  o u r  B i d  P r o t e s t  R e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  i t s  p r o t e s t  
m u s t  b e  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  a g e n c y  o r  o u r  O f f i c e  
p r i o r  t o  b i d  o p e n i n g .  4 C . F . R .  § 2 1 . 2 ( a ) ( l )  ( 1 9 8 5 ) .  The 
b i d  o p e n i n g  d a t e  i n  t h i s  case was S e p t e m b e r  20 ,  1 9 8 5 ,  and 
KMTC d i d  n o t  f i l e  i ts  p r o t e s t  w i t h  o u r  O f f i c e  u n t i l  
O c t o b e r  8 ,  1985 .  

The p r o t e s t  is  d e n i e d .  
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