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DIGEST: 

Employees  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  
who operate h e a v y  d u t y  t r u c k s  i n  t h e  
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e i r  d u t i e s  as tree 
m a i n t e n a n c e  w o r k e r s ,  may n o t  be reimbursed 
f o r  paymen t  o f  f e e s  f o r  s t a t e  l i c e n s e s  
r e q u i r e d  t o  operate t h e  v e h i c l e s .  T h e s e  
fees are p e r s o n a l  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  b y  t h e  
e m p l o y e e s  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e i r  Government  
employmen t .  

Employees  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  c la im r e i m b u r s e -  
ment  o f  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  i n  o b t a i n i n g  C las s  B Motor V e h i c l e  
L i c e n s e s  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  required to  h a v e  i n  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  
of t h e i r  duties.:/ W e  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  f e e s  p a i d  b y  t h e  
e m p l o y e e s  t o  t h e  S t a t e  of Mary land  to  o b t a i n  l i c e n s e s  
r equ i r ed  i n  t h e i r  F e d e r a l  employment  may n o t  be r e i m b u r s e d  
b e c a u s e  t h e s e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  r e p r e s e n t  p e r s o n a l  e x p e n s e s  
i n c u r r e d  i n c i d e n t  t o  q u a l i f y i n g  f o r  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s .  

Ys. A u d r e y  Rose and  Mr. A l l e n  B a i l e y  a re  employed  by  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  as  t ree  m a i n t e n a n c e  w o r k e r s .  An 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e c i s i o n  was made t o  c h a n g e  t h e  t y p e  o f  
e q u i p m e n t  used b y  tree w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  of t h e i r  
d u t i e s .  Because t h e y  are now required t o  o p e r a t e  motor 
v e h i c l e s  c l a s s i f i e d  as  h e a v y  d u t y  t r u c k s ,  each e m p l o y e e  was 
required t o  o b t a i n  a Mary land  Class B Motor V e h i c l e  L i c e n s e .  
The  a d d i t i o n a l  l i c e n s e  cost each e m p l o y e e  $20 .  S i n c e  i t  was 
a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e c i s i o n  b y  P a r k  S e r v i c e  o f f i c i a l s  t h a t  
c a u s e d  t h e  new r e q u i r e m e n t ,  t h e  e m p l o y e e s  seek r e i m b u r s e m e n t  
f o r  t h i s  e x p e n s e  . 

The s u b m i s s i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  b a s e d  on t h e  Comptroller 
G e n e r a l ' s  h o l d i n g  i n  Water T r e a t m e n t  Operator C e r t i f i c a t e s ,  
B-193862, A p r i l  30,  1979, p a y m e n t s  of t h e  claims a re  
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N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  t h i s  a d v a n c e  
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doubtful. In that case, we held that the National Park 
Service could not reimburse its employees for the cost of 
certification by the State of California as water treatment 
operators. The disallowance was based on a determination 
that the required certification was a matter of personal 
qualification which is the employee's responsibility. 

We have held consistently that it is the duty of an 
officer or employee of the United States to qualify himself 
for the performance of his official duties. Where a Federal 
employee must secure permits or licenses to perform the 
duties of his or her position, we have held repeatedly that 
compliance is a matter of personal qualification and that 
payment by the Government of any fees incident to obtaining 
these permits or licenses is not authorized. These costs 
are personal expenses which must be borne by the employee 
and this rule applies notwithstandinq that the license 
requirement becomes effective after the employee has been 
hired. Pesticide Applicator License Fee, B-186512, 
January 17, 1977; 46 Comp. Gen. 695 (1967); 51 Comp. Gen. 
701, 702 (1972). We have specifically held that this rule 
applies to the requirement to obtain a driver's permit. 
6 Comp. Gen. 432 (1926). 

The employees in this case are required to pay the 
license fee in order to maintain the qualifications for 
their position, qualifications which are generally appli- 
cable to tree workers using required equipment. Accord- 
ingly, the claims of Ms. Rose and Mr. Bailey may not be 
approved for payment. 

&\,Id!.& &$J-.LJ 
Comp trol ler General 0 of the United States 

- 2 -  




